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I. STATEMENT

A. Background

1. On December 21, 2018, Public Service Company of Colorado (PSCo) filed Advice Letter No. 940-Gas with supporting testimony and attachments.  On January 11, 2019, PSCo filed Advice Letter No. 940-Gas-Amended with supporting attachments.  The proposed effective date of the tariff sheets filed with Advice Letter No. 940-Gas-Amended (Attachment A to this Decision) is January 21, 2019.  

2. On January 10, 2019, Staff of the Colorado Public Utilities Commission (Staff) submitted a Protest Letter in which it stated that it needed time to analyze the proposed rates to ensure that they reflect ratemaking principles and take into account all relevant Tax Cut and Jobs Act impacts.  
3. By Decision No C19-0076 issued on January 18, 2019, the Commission set the tariff pages for hearing, which suspended the effective date for 120 days until May 21, 2019.  The Commission also set a deadline of 30 days from the mailing date of Decision No. C19-0076 for any person, firm, or corporation, including any who have previously filed a document protesting the proposed tariff pages, to intervene and participate as a party in this proceeding by filing a motion to intervene with the Commission.  Finally, the Commission referred this proceeding to an Administrative Law Judge (ALJ) for disposition.  The proceeding was subsequently assigned to the undersigned ALJ. 

4. On January 30, 2019, the ALJ issued Decision No. R19-0125-I that scheduled a prehearing conference for February 22, 2019 at 9:00 a.m. and ordered PSCo to confer with any party that intervened concerning a schedule for this proceeding.  Decision No. R19-0125-I also ordered PSCo and any intervenor(s) to file a report of the results of the conferral by February 21, 2019 at 2:00 p.m. 

5. On February 6, 2019, Staff filed its Notice of Intervention as of Right, Entry of Appearance, Notice Pursuant to Rule 1007(a) and Rule 1401, and Request for Hearing. 

6. On February 21, 2019, PSCo filed an Unopposed Motion to Vacate Prehearing Conference, Establish a Procedural Schedule, and Waive Response Time (Unopposed Motion).     

B. Unopposed Motion

7. In the Unopposed Motion, the parties propose the following schedule for this proceeding:

	Item/Event
	Deadline

	PSCo Direct Testimony
	March 14, 2019

	Staff Answer Testimony
	April 4, 2019

	PSCo Rebuttal Testimony
	April 18, 2019

	Corrected Testimony

Prehearing Motions

Settlement Agreement
	April 25, 2019

	Hearing
	May 3, 2019

	Statements of Position
	May 17, 2019


8. As acknowledged in the Unopposed Motion, the proposed schedule presumes that the ALJ will extend the suspension of the effective date of the tariff sheets an additional 90 days from May 21, 2019 to August 19, 2019 pursuant to § 40-6-111(1)(b), C.R.S.  The parties support such a further suspension and request that it be ordered.  As discussed below, the effective date of the tariff sheets shall be further suspended.  

9. Finally, PSCo requests in the Unopposed Motion that the prehearing conference scheduled for February 22, 2019 be vacated if the ALJ adopts the schedule proposed by the parties.

10. The ALJ finds and concludes that the schedule proposed by the parties is reasonable and that PSCo has stated good cause to grant the Unopposed Motion.  Accordingly, the Unopposed Motion shall be granted, the proposed schedule shall be adopted, and the prehearing conference scheduled for February 22, 2019 shall be vacated.  
C. Extension of Time for a Commission Decision

11. As noted above, the Commission suspended the proposed effective date of the tariff pages for 120 days until May 21, 2019.  Section 40-6-111(1), C.R.S., provides that the Commission may, in its discretion and by separate order, further suspend the effective date for an additional 90 days.  Thus, the Commission may suspend the effective date of the tariffs for a maximum of 210 days, which in this proceeding would be through August 19, 2019.  

12. Here, as noted above, the parties request the suspension of the effective date of the tariff sheets filed with the Amended Advice Letter for an additional 90 days.  Based on that request, the schedule proposed by the parties and adopted by the ALJ, the time necessary to address other pending matters, and the need for the Commission to have adequate time to deliberate the issues presented in this matter, it is not feasible for a final Commission decision to issue prior to the expiration of the current suspension.  Accordingly, it is necessary to suspend the effective date of these tariff pages for an additional 90 days.  
II. ORDER

A. It Is Ordered That:

1. The Unopposed Motion to Vacate Prehearing Conference, Establish a Procedural Schedule, and Waive Response Time (Unopposed Motion) filed by Public Service Company of Colorado on February 21, 2019 is granted.  

2. The schedule proposed for the proceeding in the Unopposed Motion that is described in paragraph 7 above is adopted.  

3. The prehearing conference scheduled for February 22, 2019 at 9:00 a.m. is vacated.  

4. A hearing in this proceeding is scheduled as follows:


DATE:

May 3, 2019


TIME:

8:30 a.m.


PLACE:
Hearing Room B



Colorado Public Utilities Commission



1560 Broadway, Suite 250



Denver, Colorado

5. Response time to the Unopposed Motion is waived.  

6. Pursuant to § 40-6-111(1), C.R.S., the effective date of the tariff sheets filed with Advice Letter No. 940-Gas-Amended in this proceeding is suspended for an additional 90 days until August 19, 2019 for the reasons stated above.
7. This Decision is effective immediately.
	(S E A L)
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Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


CONOR F. FARLEY
________________________________
                     Administrative Law Judge
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