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I. STATEMENT

A. Background

1. On November 21, 2018, Black Hills Gas Distribution, LLC and Black Hills/Colorado Gas Utility Company, Inc. (Applicants) filed the Joint Application summarized in the caption to this proceeding.  

2. The Commission issued a Notice of Application on November 21, 2018.  
3. On December 20, 2018, Staff of the Colorado Public Utilities Commission filed a Notice of Intervention as of Right, Entry of Appearance, Notice Pursuant to Rule 1007(a) and Rule 1401, and Request for Hearing.  

4. On January 3, 2019, the Commission deemed the Application complete and referred the proceeding to an Administrative Law Judge (ALJ).  The proceeding was subsequently assigned to the undersigned ALJ.  

B. Extension of Time for a Commission Decision

5. Because Applicants filed testimony with the Joint Application, a Commission decision must issue within 120 days of the date the application is deemed complete.  However, the Commission may extend the time for a Commission decision if it is found pursuant to 
§ 40-6-109.5(1), C.R.S., that additional time is required.

6. Here, in light of the time available, the time necessary to address other pending matters, and the need for the Commission to have adequate time to deliberate the issues presented in this matter, it is not feasible for a final Commission decision to issue within the applicable statutory period imposed by § 40-6-109.5, C.R.S.  Accordingly, it is necessary to extend the statutory period pursuant to § 40-6-109.5(1), C.R.S.
C. Prehearing Conference

7. It is appropriate to hold a prehearing conference in this proceeding.  Accordingly, a prehearing conference shall be scheduled for January 25, 2019 at 9:00 a.m. 

8. The parties shall confer in advance of the prehearing conference regarding a schedule for this proceeding.  The parties shall file a report of the results of the conferral.  If the parties have agreed to a prehearing schedule, the report shall state as much and detail the stipulated prehearing schedule.  If the parties have not so agreed, the report shall state as much and identify the competing schedules proposed by the parties.  The deadline to file the report shall be January 24, 2019.  

9. The issues raised in this proceeding and Proceeding No. 18A-0823G are similar. Moreover, the Applicant in Proceeding No. 18A-0823G and the Applicants in this proceeding are related, and the Intervenors and the counsel representing the parties in both proceedings are the same.  For the sake of efficiency, therefore, the prehearing conference will be a joint prehearing conference held in this proceeding and in Proceeding No. 18A-0823G.
10. All parties must appear at the prehearing conference. Failure to attend or to participate in the prehearing conference is a waiver of any objection to the rulings made, to the procedural schedule established, and to the hearing dates scheduled during the prehearing conference.
D. Hearing

11. The hearing in this proceeding shall be scheduled for April 5, 2019 starting at 8:30 a.m.  If this date does not work for one or more parties, the ALJ will address rescheduling the hearing at the prehearing conference.   
II. ORDER

A. It Is Ordered That:

1. A prehearing conference in this proceeding is scheduled as follows:

DATE:
January 25, 2019
TIME:
9:00 a.m.

PLACE:
Commission Hearing Room B
 
1560 Broadway, 2nd Floor
 
Denver, Colorado

2. The parties shall file the report identified above by January 24, 2019. 

3. The statutory deadline is extended pursuant to § 40-6-109.5(1), C.R.S., for an additional 90 days for the reasons stated above.
4. The hearing in this proceeding is scheduled as follows:

DATE:
April 5, 2019
TIME:
8:30 a.m.

PLACE:
Commission Hearing Room B
 
1560 Broadway, 2nd Floor
 
Denver, Colorado 

5. This Decision is effective immediately.
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Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


CONOR F. FARLEY
________________________________
                     Administrative Law Judge
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