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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement, Findings, and Conclusions
1. On May 31, 2019, Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service or the Company) filed a motion seeking Commission approval of certain alternative forms of notice to apply to the Company’s Advice Letter No. 949-Gas, also filed on May 31, 2019 (Motion).

2. By Advice Letter No. 949-Gas, the Company proposes to implement updated rates for the Company’s gas business based on the revenue requirement established in the 2017 Gas Phase I rate review, Proceeding No. 17AL-0363G, and the results of a Class Cost of Service Study. Through Advice Letter No. 949-Gas, the Company also proposes to completely update its gas transportation terms and conditions, and make changes to its transportation rate schedules and other tariff provisions.  For purposes of § 40-3-104(1)(a), C.R.S., Public Service states that it assumed a July 1, 2019, effective date; however, the Company also requests that the tariffs be suspended by the Commission and that the Commission set a hearing on the proposed rates and tariff changes.  

3. By this Motion, Public Service seeks Commission approval to use the following alternative forms of notice for these tariff changes:

 
(a)
filing the proposed tariff changes with the Commission, and keeping them open for public inspection; 
 
(b)
publishing a legal notice in The Denver Post for two consecutive Sundays (June 9, 2019, and June 16, 2019); 

 
(c)
posting a copy of the filing on the Company’s website, xcelenergy.com; and

 
(d)
providing the notice as a bill onsert on all customers’ electric bills, to be delivered over five weeks, commencing two weeks after the filing.

4. Public Service states that the proposed forms of notice would apprise its retail customers that the proposed tariff changes may be set for hearing and suspended, and that they have the opportunity to file a protest with the Commission or move to intervene pursuant to applicable Commission rules at any time prior to the deadline for interventions. 
5. Public Service states that it seeks to avoid the expense of providing notice by direct mail. The Company estimates that individual mailings would cost over $668,000, compared to a cost of approximately $57,255 for bill onserts and newspaper publication. 

6. As good cause to grant the Motion, Public Service contends the proposed forms of notice will provide direct notice to all retail customers by a bill onsert within at least seven weeks after the filing of the advice letter and tariff. The Company states that, in addition, the newspaper notices will provide the information required by § 40-3-104(1)(c), C.R.S., to the affected customers, including the estimated impact on average residential and commercial customers, within the first 20 days following the filing of the advice letter and tariff. 

7. Notably, just days prior to the Company’s May 31, 2019, filing, on May 28, 2019, Senate Bill (SB) 19-236, was signed into law and became immediately effective. SB19-236 significantly revised numerous provisions in Title 40, including without limitation, 
§ 40-3-104(1)(c), C.R.S., requirements for customer notice.  The Company’s Motion, therefore, cites outdated statutes for its requested relief. Going forward, requests for alternative notice, if any is necessary,
 must be filed pursuant to the revised provisions set forth in the statute. 

8. Nevertheless, pursuant to § 40-3-104(1)(c)(I)(E), C.R.S., revised under SB19-236, and 4 Code of Colorado Regulations (CCR) 723-1-1207(b) of the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure, a utility may request to provide an alternative form of notice of proposed tariff changes. We find the alternative forms of notice proposed by Public Service to apply to Advice Letter No. 949-Gas are reasonable with respect to the Company’s stakeholders and its general body of electric ratepayers.
 We therefore find good cause to approve the alternative forms of notice as requested by Public Service. 

9. In the Motion, Public Service also requests a waiver of Rule 4 CCR 
723-1-1210(a)(VII). Rule 1210(a)(VII) requires that “[a]ny protest must be filed sufficiently in advance of the effective date to permit Commission consideration before the tariff becomes effective, generally at least ten days before the effective date of the proposed tariff.”  (Emphasis added).  We find that a waiver of Rule 1210(a)(VII) is not only moot, but unnecessary.  As Public Service states, it expects the tariffs to be set for hearing and suspended. Public Service further recognizes that “the need for consideration of a customer’s protest prior to the [July 1, 2019] effective date is not as critical as compared to when the Commission allows tariffs to become effective by operation of law.”
 Rule 1210 is sufficiently flexible to permit affected persons to submit written protests timely, depending on the circumstances.  We therefore deny this requested waiver.

II. ORDER

A. It Is Ordered That:

1. The motion filed on May 31, 2019, by Public Service Company of Colorado (Company) (Motion) requesting Commission approval of certain alternative forms of notice to apply to the Company’s Advice Letter No. 949-Gas, also filed on May 31, 2019, is granted, consistent with the discussion above.

2. The additional requests in this Motion to waive Rule 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-1-1210(a)(VII) is denied. 
3. This Decision is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING 
June 6, 2019.
	 (S E A L)
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� For example, provided certain timelines are met, the revised statute permits electronic, e-mail, and text notification without separate Commission approval. See § 40-3-104(1)(c)(I)(C) and (D), C.R.S.


� The Motion proposes forms of notice contemplated in revisions to § 40-3-104(1)(c), C.R.S., made by SB19-236. However, it is unclear from the filing whether specific timing requirements set forth in the newly revised statute will be accomplished (e.g., website notice must be provided for 30 days and information provided in or on a customer bill must be mailed not later than the 20th day of the 30-day period prior to the effective date). In this instance we find the proposed notice is reasonable and do not require additional information to consider whether the proposed notice conforms with the newly revised statute.  


� Motion at p. 7.
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