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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement, Discussion, and Conclusions
1. This Decision deems complete the Application for Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity for the Shortgrass Switching Station Project (Shortgrass CPCN) filed by Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service or Company). This Decision also directs Public Service to file a proposed procedural schedule (or similar filing) that addresses whether and how to coordinate procedural timelines between this proceeding and Proceeding No. 18A-0905E. 
2. On December 5, 2018, Public Service filed an Application for a Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity for the Shortgrass Switching Station Project. 

3. The Application states that the Shortgrass Switching station is necessary to interconnect the Bronco Plains and Cheyenne Ridge wind generating facilities, which are among the 11 generation facilities for which the Company was granted a presumption of prudence in Phase II of its most recent Electric Resource Plan, see Decision No. C18-0761 in Proceeding No. 16A-0396E issued September 10, 2018. 
4. The Commission has reviewed the record in this matter and deems the Application complete for the purposes of § 40-6-109.5, C.R.S. However, certain procedural questions remain.

5. In the Shortgrass CPCN, the Company states, “Timely approval of this CPCN is necessary to commence construction of the Shortgrass Switching Station. This will ensure this interconnection facility is in service for the necessary testing and commissioning of the wind generation facilities in order to achieve a commercial operation date (“COD”) no later than December 31, 2020 and obtain the full value of the production tax credit.”
 The pleading also suggests that the Company would like approval of the Shortgrass CPCN prior to approval of the CPCN for the Cheyenne Ridge windfarm. 

6. On January 7, 2019, the Office of Consumer Counsel (OCC) filed an intervention of right and requested a hearing in this matter. On January 11, 2019, Staff of the Commission (Staff) filed an intervention of right and requested a hearing on the Shortgrass CPCN. In this Decision, the Commission is not addressing the disposition of this proceeding. 

7. On December 21, 2018, Public Service filed an Application for Approval of a CPCN for the Cheyenne Ridge Wind Project (Cheyenne Ridge CPCN). In the Cheyenne Ridge CPCN, the Company requests that the Commission issue a decision no later than May 1, 2019, stating that a decision by that date is necessary to allow the Company time to ensure that it gets the full value of the Production Tax Credit. In addition to the expedited timeline for a decision, Public Service requested that the Commission grant the application without hearing if the matter is uncontested. 

8. As filed, Public Service’s Shortgrass CPCN and Cheyenne Ridge CPCN are unclear about the timing requested for the two decisions. For example, should one decision be made before the other? Therefore, Public Service is directed to work with Commission Staff and the OCC and make a filing no later than noon on Tuesday, January 22, 2019 to update the Commission on the Company’s requested timing for a decision in the instant proceeding. This filing may take the form of a proposed procedural schedule. The filing should include details necessary for the Commission to understand whether the Company seeks approval for the Shortgrass Switching station prior to approval of the Cheyenne Ridge CPCN, what, in the Company’s view, will happen if the Cheyenne Ridge CPCN is uncontested while the Shortgrass CPCN remains contested, and any other information the Company believes is necessary for the Commission to decide the disposition and procedural schedule for the Shortgrass CPCN.

II. ORDER

A. It Is Ordered That:

1. The Application for Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity for the Shortgrass Switching Station Project filed by Public Service Company of Colorado is deemed complete.

2. Public Service Company of Colorado shall file a proposed procedural schedule or make an alternative filing consistent with the discussion above no later than noon on Tuesday, January 22, 2019. 

3. This Decision is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING 
January 16, 2019.
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� Shortgrass CPCN at ¶ 8, p. 4.
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