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I. STATEMENT
1. This matter comes before the Administrative Law Judge (ALJ) for consideration of Tri-State Generation and Transmission Association, Inc.’s (Tri-State) Motion for Leave to File a Reply Brief in Support of its Motion to Compel Production and Request for Shortened Response Time (Motion for Leave) filed in this proceeding on May 15, 2019.
2. After conferral with opposing counsel, Tri-State reports that Delta-Montrose Electric Association (DMEA) will oppose the Motion for Leave.  

3. The procedural history of the above-captioned proceeding is set forth in Decisions previously issued by the Commission and is repeated here only as necessary to put this Interim Decision into context.
4. By Decision No. C19-0178-I (mailed on February 19, 2019), the Commission adopted a procedural schedule and scheduled the evidentiary hearing for June 17 through 21, 2019.  DMEA filed its Direct Testimony and Attachments on March 15, 2019.  Tri-State filed its Answer Testimony and Attachments on April 29, 2019.  Rebuttal and Cross-answer Testimony are due to be filed on May 29, 2019. 
5. Tri-State served its First Set of Written Discovery Requests on DMEA on 
April 10, 2019.  On April 22, 2019, DMEA served objections and responses to Tri-State’s Discovery Requests.  On May 3, 2019, Tri-State filed its Motion to Compel Production and Request for Shortened Response Time (Motion to Compel).  On May 10, 2019, DMEA filed its response, urging the Commission to deny Tri-State’s Motion to Compel.  

6. Decision No. C19-0408-I (mailed on May 8, 2019) referred discovery disputes in this proceeding to an ALJ for disposition.  The undersigned ALJ was subsequently assigned to resolve discovery disputes.  An Interim Decision on Tri-State’s Motion to Compel is pending.  
7. On May 14, 2019, DMEA filed a Motion for a 30-day Extension of Time to file its Rebuttal Testimony, for a Corresponding Continuance of the Evidentiary Hearing, and for Shortened Response Time (Motion for Extension).  After conferral, DMEA reported that 
Tri-State did not object to shortening response time and committed to file its response to the Motion for Extension by May 17, 2019.  It is expected that the Commission will rule on the merits of the Motion for Extension at its May 22, 2019 Weekly Meeting.  

II. FINDINGS AND CONCLUSIONS
8. Tri-State now requests that response time to the Motion for Leave be shortened.  In Decision No. C19-0408-I, at ¶ 6 page 2, the Commission found that:  “The hearing in this matter, scheduled for June 17 through 21 is quickly approaching and it is essential that Tri-State have some certainty as to the disposition of its Discovery Requests as soon as possible.”  

9. Given the procedural posture of this proceeding and the need to resolve the Motion to Compel expeditiously, there is good cause to shorten response time to the Motion for Leave.  

10. Pursuant to Rule 1400(b) of the Rules of Practice and Procedure, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-1, the ALJ will shorten response time to the Motion for Leave to four and one-half business days from the filing date of the Motion for Leave, or no later than 12:00 Noon on Monday, May 20, 2019.  

III. ORDER

A. It Is Ordered That:
1. The request of Tri-State Generation and Transmission Association, Inc. to shorten response time to its Motion for Leave to File a Reply Brief in Support of its Motion to Compel Production (Motion for Leave), filed on May 15, 2019, is granted.

2. Response time to the Motion for Leave is shortened to no later than 12:00 Noon on Monday, May 20, 2019.
3. This Decision is effective upon its Mailed Date.
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