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IN the matter OF ADVICE LETTER NO. 1 FILED BY BLACK HILLS COLORADO GAS, INC. TO PLACE IN EFFECT ITS NEW P.U.C. VOLUME NO. 1 TARIFF ESTABLISHING NEW RATE SCHEDULES AND BASE RATES FOR ALL NATURAL GAS SALES AND TRANSPORTATION SERVICES, INCREASING JURISDICTIONAL BASE RATE REVENUES, COMBINING EXISTING GAS COST ADJUSTMENT (“GCA”) AREAS INTO NEW GCA REGIONS, IMPLEMENTING A DISTRIBUTION SYSTEM INTEGRITY RIDER, REVISING THE CONSTRUCTION ALLOWANCE CALCULATION METHOD, AND OTHER PROPOSED TARIFF CHANGES TO REPLACE AND SUPERSEDE ITS P.U.C. VOLUME NO. 3 TARIFF (FORMERLY BLACK HILLS/COLORADO GAS UTILITY COMPANY, INC.) AND P.U.C. VOLUME NO. 7 TARIFF (FORMERLY BLACK HILLS GAS DISTRIBUTION, LLC) IN THEIR ENTIRETY, TO BECOME EFFECTIVE ON MARCH 4, 2019.
interim decision OF
ADMINISTRATIVE LAW JUDGE
CONOR F. FARLEY
EXTENDING STATUTORY DEADLINE, 
SHORTENING TIME TO FILE ANY OPPOSITION 
TO ANY MOTION TO PERMISSIVELY INTERVENE, SCHEDULING PREHEARING CONFERENCE, requiring parties to confer and file 
a report before the prehearing conference, AND REQUIRING APPLICANT TO PROVIDE ELECTRONIC EXECUTABLE FILES OF TESTIMONY ATTACHMENTS TO COMMISSION ADVISORY STAFF
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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement
1. On February 1, 2019, Black Hills Colorado Gas, Inc. (Black Hills) filed Advice Letter No. 1 with supporting attachments and pre-filed testimony.  The proposed effective date of the tariffs filed with Advice Letter No. 1 was March 4, 2019. 
2. By Decision No. C19-0194 issued February 22, 2019, the Commission referred this proceeding to an Administrative Law Judge (ALJ) for disposition. The proceeding was subsequently assigned to the undersigned ALJ. 
B. Extension of Time for a Commission Decision

3. In Decision No. C19-0194, the Commission set the tariff pages for hearing, which suspended the effective date for 120 days from the proposed effective date (March 4, 2019) to July 2, 2019.  Section 40-6-111(1), C.R.S., provides that the Commission may, in its discretion, by a separate decision, suspend the effective date of the tariff page(s) for an additional 90 days. Thus, the Commission has the power and authority to suspend the effective date of the tariff pages for a maximum of 210 days.

4. Here, in light of the time available, the time necessary to address other pending matters, and the need for the Commission to have adequate time to deliberate the issues presented in this matter, it is not feasible for a final Commission decision to issue by July 2, 2019.  Accordingly, it is necessary to extend the effective date of the tariff sheets filed with the Advice Letter for an additional 90 days pursuant to § 40-6-111(1), C.R.S. 
C. Prehearing Conference

5. It is appropriate to hold a prehearing conference in this proceeding.  Accordingly, a prehearing conference shall be scheduled for April 5, 2019 at 9:00 a.m.
6. Black Hills and all individuals or entities who intervene as of right or who seek to permissively intervene shall confer in advance of the prehearing conference regarding a schedule for this proceeding.  Black Hills shall file a report of the results of the conferral.  If there is agreement on a procedural schedule, the report shall state as much and detail the stipulated procedural schedule and associated discovery procedures.  If agreement is not achieved, the report shall state as much and identify the competing schedules and discovery procedures.  The deadline to file the report shall be April 3, 2019.  

7. All parties must appear at the prehearing conference. Failure to attend or to participate in the prehearing conference is a waiver of any objection to the rulings made, to the procedural schedule established, and to the hearing dates scheduled during the prehearing conference.
D. Responses to Motions to Permissively Intervene

8. Decision No. C19-0194 established a deadline of March 25, 2019 for any person, firm, or corporation to file a motion to permissively intervene in this proceeding.  Under Rule 1401(b) of the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure,
 the presumptive deadline to file a response in opposition to any such motion is April 8, 2019.  However, in order to aid the ALJ in scheduling this proceeding, the deadline to file a response in opposition to any motion to permissively intervene shall be shortened to April 1, 2019.  Black Hills and all individuals or entities who seek to permissively intervene must be prepared to present oral argument concerning any disputed motion to permissively intervene at the prehearing conference on April 5, 2019.   

E. Electronic Executable Files 

9. Black Hills shall provide to the Commission Advisory Staff assigned to 
this Proceeding electronic executable files of attachments AMM-4 through AMM-10 and 
AMM-13 to the testimony of Adrien M. McKenzie and attachment MCC-1 to the testimony of Michael Clevinger.  The deadline to provide these files is April 1, 2019.  Black Hills shall file a notice stating that it has provided the files to at least one member of the Advisory Staff identified in the Notice of Intervention pursuant to Rule 1007(a) filed by Staff of the Colorado Public Utilities Commission on February 21, 2019.
II. ORDER

A. It Is Ordered That:

1. Pursuant to § 40-6-111(1)(b), C.R.S., the proposed effective date of the tariff pages filed by Black Hills Colorado Gas, Inc. (Black Hills) with Advice Letter No. 1 is suspended for an additional 90 days until September 30, 2019 for the reasons stated above.

2. A prehearing conference in this proceeding is scheduled as follows:

DATE:
April 5, 2019
TIME:
9:00 a.m.

PLACE:
Commission Hearing Room A
 
1560 Broadway, 2nd Floor
 
Denver, Colorado

3. Black Hills shall file the report identified above by April 3, 2019. 

4. The deadline to file any opposition to a motion to permissively intervene in this proceeding is shortened to April 1, 2019.  

5. The deadline for Black Hills to provide the electronic executable files of the testimony attachments noted above is April 1, 2019.   

6. This Decision is effective immediately.
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Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


CONOR F. FARLEY
________________________________
                     Administrative Law Judge
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