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I. STATEMENT

1. This Interim Decision grants, in part, the Unopposed Motion to Approve Stipulation and Settlement Agreement, to Modify Procedural Schedule, and for Waiver of Response Time (Unopposed Motion) filed by Atmos Energy Corporation (Atmos Energy or Company) and Trial Staff of the Public Utilities Commission (Staff) on August 3, 2018.  This Decision vacates the hearing set for August 10, 2018, vacates the remaining procedural deadlines, and waives response time to the Unopposed Motion.  

2. On March 15, 2018, Atmos Energy filed with the Commission, a Verified Application requesting an order from the Commission approving the system safety and integrity costs incurred through December 31, 2017 that have been reflected in the Company’s System Safety and Integrity Rider.  

3. The procedural history of this Proceeding is set forth in previously issued Decisions and is repeated here as necessary to put this Decision into context.
4. Atmos Energy and Staff are the only Parties to this Proceeding.  
5. In Decision No. R18-0463-I (mailed on June 14, 2018), the Administrative Law Judge (ALJ) set the Application for hearing on August 10, 2018.  The ALJ also established a procedural schedule with the following relevant deadlines:  (1) Staff’s Answer Testimony and Attachments were to be filed by July 25, 2018; (2) Atmos Energy’s Rebuttal Testimony and Attachments were to be filed by August 3, 2018; and (3) Stipulations and/or  a Settlement Agreement were to be filed by August 6, 2018.  The evidentiary hearing was scheduled for August 10, 2018.  
6. Atmos Energy and Staff negotiated a settlement in principle, resolving all disputed issues in this Proceeding.  Decision No. R18-0612-I, Ordering Paragraph No. 3 at page 4 (mailed on July 27, 2018), granted the Unopposed Motion to Modify Procedural Schedule and for Waiver of Response Time filed by Atmos Energy on July 26, 2018, and vacated the 
pre-hearing filing dates of:  (1) July 25, 2018 for Staff to file Answer Testimony and Attachments; and (2) August 3, 2018 for Atmos Energy to file Rebuttal Testimony and Attachments.  The Decision also reserved the August 10, 2018 hearing for a hearing on a Settlement Agreement, to be filed no later than August 6, 2018.  (Id., Ordering Paragraph No. 5 at page 4.)  
7. On August 3, 2018, Atmos Energy and Staff filed, in one pleading, the Unopposed Motion.  The Stipulation and Settlement Agreement (Settlement Agreement) was an attachment to the Unopposed Motion.  On the same date, Atmos Energy and Staff filed the Supplemental Direct Testimony and Attachment of Eric R. Boutwell in support of the Settlement Agreement.  

8. In the Unopposed Motion, Atmos Energy and Staff state that the Settlement Agreement resolves all issues that were contested between them in this Proceeding and assert that the Settlement Agreement is just, reasonable, and in the public interest.  For that reason, Atmos Energy and Staff argue that additional testimony in support of the Settlement Agreement is not necessary, and they request that the hearing on the Settlement Agreement be vacated.  They believe that vacating the hearing, as well as approving the Settlement Agreement, will promote efficiency, conserve judicial economy, and conserve the resources of the Parties, without any prejudice to the public interest.  They request that the remaining procedural dates also be vacated.  (Unopposed Motion, ¶¶ 11 through 15 at page 3.)  

9. Because Staff joins in the Unopposed Motion, the relief sought is unopposed.  The ALJ will waive response time to the Unopposed Motion.  

10. The ALJ has reviewed the Settlement Agreement and the Supplemental Direct Testimony and Attachment of Mr. Boutwell.  The ALJ understands the Settlement Agreement and its various components.  Therefore, the ALJ finds and concludes that it is not necessary to conduct an evidentiary hearing to take additional testimony on the Settlement Agreement.  The hearing scheduled for August 10, 2018 will be vacated.  

11. The Unopposed Motion states good cause to modify the Procedural Schedule by vacating the remaining filing dates.  The Procedural Schedule will be modified as requested.  

12. The ALJ finds and concludes that vacating the hearing and remaining procedural deadlines will promote efficiency, conserve judicial economy, and conserve the resources of the Parties and the Commission, without any prejudice to the Parties or the public interest.  

13. The ALJ will take under advisement the remainder of the Unopposed Motion, the Application, the pre-filed Direct Testimony and Attachments, the Settlement Agreement, and the Supplemental Direct Testimony and Attachment.  The ALJ will issue a Recommended Decision on the Application and the Settlement Agreement in due course.  
II. ORDER
A. It Is Ordered That:

1. The Unopposed Motion to Approve Stipulation and Settlement Agreement, to Modify Procedural Schedule, and for Waiver of Response Time (Unopposed Motion) filed by Atmos Energy Corporation and Trial Staff of the Public Utilities Commission on August 3, 2018, is granted in part, consistent with the discussion in this Interim Decision.
2. Response time to the Unopposed Motion is waived.  
3. The hearing scheduled for August 10, 2018 at 9:00 a.m. is vacated.  
4. The following procedural deadlines adopted in Decision No. R18-0463-I (mailed on June 14, 2018), are vacated:  

(1)
The August 6, 2018 deadline for filing pre-hearing motions is vacated 
nunc pro tunc as of August 6, 2018; 

(2)
The deadline of August 8, 2018 for filing Corrected Testimony and Attachments; and 

(3)
The deadline of August 24, 2018 for filing Statements of Position. 
5. No later than August 10, 2018, Atmos Energy Corporation shall file affidavits from Ms. Jennifer G. Ries attesting to her Direct Testimony and Attachments and from 
Mr. Eric R. Boutwell attesting to his Direct Testimony and Attachments and his Supplemental Direct Testimony and Attachment.  
6. This Decision is effective immediately.
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