Before the Public Utilities Commission of the State of Colorado

Decision No. R18-0612-I
PROCEEDING No. 18A-0165G

R18-0612-IDecision No. R18-0612-I
BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

PROCEEDING18A-0165G NO. 18A-0165G
IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION OF ATMOS ENERGY CORPORATION FOR AN ORDER APPROVING SYSTEM SAFETY AND INTEGRITY COSTS RECOVERED THROUGH THE SYSTEM SAFETY AND INTEGRITY RIDER FOR THE PERIOD JANUARY 1, 2017 THROUGH DECEMBER 31, 2017.
INTERIM DECISION OF
ADMINISTRATIVE LAW JUDGE
Steven H. Denman
granting unopposed motion 
to modify procedural schedule 
AND for WAIVer of RESPONSE TIME
Mailed Date:  
July 27, 2018
I. STATEMENT

1. This Interim Decision grants the Unopposed Motion to Modify Procedural Schedule and for Waiver of Response Time (Unopposed Motion) filed by Atmos Energy Corporation (Atmos Energy or Company) on July 26, 2018.  

2. On March 15, 2018, Atmos Energy filed with the Commission, an Application requesting an order from the Commission approving the system safety and integrity costs incurred through December 31, 2017 that have been reflected in the Company’s System Safety and Integrity Rider (SSIR).  Attachments to the Application describe the four system safety and integrity projects Atmos Energy completed in 2017, including:  a comparison of estimated activities and actual activities; an explanation of the revenue requirement calculations for the 2017 SSIR; and a “true-up” that matches final costs with revenues collected.
3. Since it did not file supporting direct testimony and attachments with its Application, Atmos Energy seeks a Commission decision within 210 days after the Application was deemed complete,
 or no later than November 27, 2018.  § 40-6-109.5(2), C.RS.
4. In Decision No. C18-0391-I (mailed on May 29, 2018), the Commission granted a Motion for Late Intervention filed by Trial Staff of the Public Utilities Commission (Staff) on May 21, 2018, vacated the filing deadlines stated in the Notice of Application Filed (which had issued on March 16, 2018), and confirmed referral of this Proceeding to an Administrative Law Judge (ALJ).  The undersigned ALJ was subsequently assigned to preside.
5. Atmos Energy and Staff are the only Parties to this Proceeding.  
6. The procedural history of this Proceeding is set forth in previously issued Decisions and is repeated here as necessary to put this Decision into context.
7. In Decision No. R18-0463-I (mailed on June 14, 2018), the ALJ set the Application for hearing on August 10, 2018.  The ALJ also established a procedural schedule with the following relevant deadlines:  (1) Staff’s Answer Testimony and Attachments were to be filed by July 25, 2018; (2) Atmos Energy’s Rebuttal Testimony and Attachments were to be filed by August 3, 2018; and (3) Stipulations and/or  a Settlement Agreement were to be filed by August 6, 2018.  The evidentiary hearing is scheduled for August 10, 2018.  
In its Unopposed Motion, Atmos Energy states that the Parties have negotiated and reached a settlement in principle.  The settlement will require Atmos Energy to file Supplemental Direct Testimony and Attachments, and the Parties need time to prepare a written Stipulation and Settlement Agreement.  The Parties request that the pre-hearing filings dates for Staff’s 

8. Answer Testimony and Attachments and Atmos Energy’s Rebuttal Testimony and Attachments be vacated.  The Parties intend to file the Stipulation and Settlement Agreement on or before August 6, 2018.
  The Unopposed Motion infers that the Supplemental Direct Testimony and Attachments will be filed at the same time as the Stipulation and Settlement Agreement.  
9. Counsel for Atmos Energy has conferred with counsel for Staff, pursuant to Rule 1400(a) of the Rules of Practice and Procedure, 4 CCR 723-1, and reports that Staff does not oppose the relief requested in the Unopposed Motion.

10. The relief sought in the motion is unopposed, and the ALJ will waive response time to the Unopposed Motion.  

11. The ALJ finds and concludes that the Unopposed Motion states good cause to modify the adopted procedural schedule.  The procedural schedule will be modified as requested.  

12. If the Stipulation and Settlement Agreement is filed as scheduled, the hearing on August 10, 2018 will address whether the settlement is just and reasonable and should be approved by the ALJ.  

II. ORDER
A. It Is Ordered That:

1. The Unopposed Motion to Modify Procedural Schedule and for Waiver of Response Time (Unopposed Motion) filed by Atmos Energy Corporation (Atmos Energy) on July 26, 2018 is granted, consistent with the discussion in this Interim Decision.
2. Response time to the Unopposed Motion is waived.  
3. The procedural schedule adopted in Decision No. R18-0463-I (mailed on June 14, 2018), is modified, as follows:  

(1)
the deadline of July 25, 2018 for Trial Staff of the Public Utilities Commission to file Answer Testimony and Attachments is vacated 
nunc pro tunc as of July 25, 2018; and 

(2)
the deadline of August 3, 2018 for Atmos Energy to file Rebuttal Testimony and Attachments is vacated. 

4. Atmos Energy shall file the Stipulation and Settlement Agreement and its Supplemental Direct Testimony and Attachments with the Commission on or before August 6, 2018.  

5. The August 10, 2018 hearing date shall be reserved for a hearing on whether the Stipulation and Settlement Agreement is just and reasonable and should be approved.  
6. This Decision is effective immediately.
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Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


STEVEN H. DENMAN
________________________________
                     Administrative Law Judge




�  The Application was deemed complete on May 1, 2018, by operation of Rule 1303(c)(III) of the Rules of Practice and Procedure, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations (CCR) 723-1.


�  Unopposed Motion, pages 1 and 2.


�  Unopposed Motion, page 2.
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