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I. STATEMENT
1. On April 2, 2018, Rocky Mountain Natural Gas, doing business as Black Hills Energy (RMNG) filed its 2017 System Safety and Integrity (SSIR) Annual Report.  The SSIR is a rate adjustment mechanism that allows RMNG to track and recover the costs associated with natural gas pipeline system integrity programs.

2. On July 2, 2018, Commission Staff (Staff) filed its Challenges to Activities and Costs Contained in RMNG’s SSIR 2017 Annual Report and requested a hearing.  Staff makes its request for a hearing in accordance with the procedures set forth in RMNG’s PUC No. 4 Tariff at ¶ 24.2(b).  
3. On July 12, 2018, the Commission issued Decision No. C18-0549-I in which it referred this matter to an Administrative Law Judge (ALJ).  The matter was subsequently assigned to the undersigned ALJ. 

4. Given the procedural posture of the proceeding, it is appropriate to hold a prehearing conference.  A prehearing conference shall be scheduled for August 7, 2018 at 1:30 p.m.

5. All parties must appear at the prehearing conference. Failure to attend or to participate in the prehearing conference is a waiver of any objection to the rulings made, to the procedural schedule established, and to the hearing dates scheduled during the prehearing conference. 
II. ORDER

A. It Is Ordered That:

1. A prehearing conference in this proceeding is scheduled as follows:

DATE:
August 7, 2018
TIME:
1:30 p.m.

PLACE:
Commission Hearing Room A
 
1560 Broadway, 2nd Floor
 
Denver, Colorado

2. This Decision is effective upon its Mailed Date.
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Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


CONOR F. FARLEY
________________________________
                     Administrative Law Judge
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