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I. STATEMENT

1. On March 15, 2018, Atmos Energy Corporation (Atmos Energy) filed with the Commission an Application requesting an order from the Commission approving the system safety and integrity costs incurred through December 31, 2017 that have been reflected in the Company’s System Safety and Integrity Rider (SSIR).  Attachments to the Application describe the four system safety and integrity projects Atmos Energy completed in 2017, including:  a comparison of estimated activities and actual activities; an explanation of the revenue requirement calculations for the 2017 SSIR; and a “true-up” that matches final costs with revenues collected.
2. The procedural history of this Proceeding is set forth in previously issued Decisions and is repeated here as necessary to put this Decision into context.
3. In Decision No. C18-0391-I (mailed on May 29, 2018), the Commission granted a Motion for Late Intervention filed by Trial Staff of the Public Utilities Commission (Staff) on May 21, 2018, vacated the filing deadlines stated in the Notice of Application Filed (which had issued on March 16, 2018), and confirmed referral of this Proceeding to an Administrative Law Judge (ALJ) to set hearing dates and other procedures.  The undersigned ALJ was subsequently assigned to preside.  

4. No other interested persons have requested or been granted an intervention.
5. Atmos Energy and Staff are the only parties to this Proceeding.  
6. Decision No. R18-0398-I (mailed on May 30, 2018) scheduled a Prehearing Conference for Thursday, June 14, 2018 at 9:30 a.m.  Decision No. R18-0398-I also directed the Parties to consult prior to the Prehearing Conference about a procedural schedule and hearing date(s).  If the Parties could reach agreement on a procedural schedule and hearing date(s), Atmos Energy was directed to file a pleading no later than June 11, 2018 stating the agreements and advising whether the Prehearing Conference was still needed.
 
7. On June 11, 2018, Atmos Energy filed an Unopposed Motion to Adopt Procedural Schedule, Vacate Prehearing Conference, and for Waiver of Response Time (Unopposed Motion).  In its Unopposed Motion, Atmos Energy states that it consulted with counsel for Staff and has reached agreements on a procedural schedule, modifications to discovery response times, hearing date, and other procedural matters.  The relief sought in the motion is unopposed.  Atmos Energy requests inter alia that the ALJ vacate the prehearing conference and waive response time to the Unopposed Motion.
 

8. The Unopposed Motion states good cause to vacate the Prehearing Conference and that request will be granted.  

9. Since the Prehearing Conference is scheduled to occur in two days’ time, the ALJ finds that time is of the essence in ruling on the Unopposed Motion.  Response time to the Unopposed Motion will be waived, pursuant to Rule 1308(c) of the Rules of Practice and Procedure, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-1.  
10. A separate Interim Decision will be issued regarding the proposed procedural schedule, hearing date, and other procedural matters addressed in the Unopposed Motion.  

II. ORDER
A. It Is Ordered That:

1. Atmos Energy Corporation’s Unopposed Motion to Adopt Procedural Schedule, Vacate Prehearing Conference, and for Waiver of Response Time, filed on June 11, 2018, is granted to the extent it requests that the Prehearing Conference be vacated and for waiver of response time.  

2. Response time to the Unopposed Motion to Adopt Procedural Schedule, Vacate Prehearing Conference, and for Waiver of Response Time shall be waived, pursuant to Rule 1308(c) of the Rules of Practice and Procedure,  4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-1 (2015).  

3. The prehearing conference in this Proceeding, scheduled by Decision 
No. R18-0398-I (mailed on May 30, 2018) for June 14, 2018 at 9:30 a.m., is vacated.  

4. This Decision is effective immediately.
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Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


STEVEN H. DENMAN
________________________________
                     Administrative Law Judge




�  See Decision No. R18-03981-I, Ordering Paragraph Nos. II.A4 and 5, pages 8 and 9.


�  Unopposed Motion, pages 1 and 2.  





2

_1219490348.doc
[image: image1.png]Lo




[image: image2.png]





 












