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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. This matter comes before the Commission for consideration of a Petition filed by the Taxi Drivers Coalition on June 18, 2019, requesting that the Commission revise two rules in the Commission’s Rules Regulating Transportation by Motor Vehicle, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations (CCR) 723-6. By this Decision, the Commission accepts the Petition, provides notice of the Petition to interested persons, and establishes a comment period through August 2, 2019, for comment on whether to grant or deny the Petition or take other appropriate action.

B. Findings and Conclusions

2. In the Petition, the Taxi Drivers Coalition requests that the Commission revise the hours of service requirements in Rule 4 CCR 723-6-6110. Current Rule 6110(a) requires that motor carriers providing taxicab service abide by the 12 hours on, 12 hours off rule (12/12 rule). In the Petition, the Taxi Drivers Coalition states that this 12/12 rule causes negative economic impacts to drivers because of the current taxi business, the location of the business, and the working and waiting hours of drivers. The Taxi Drivers Coalition explains that 85 to 95 percent of driver income derives from Denver International Airport (DIA) trips, but these trips require wait times of at least four hours. They explain this long wait time limits the total number of trips they can complete during working hours. The Petition states that a maximum of three trips was feasible under the previous rule, which allowed for 16 hours on-duty, but only two trips are feasible under the new 12/12 rule. The Taxi Drivers Coalition objects that motor carriers providing taxicab service must abide by the 12/12 rule in Rule 6110(a), while other motor carriers are given the election in Rule 6110(b) to account for hours of service using the 12/12 rule or the 10 hours, 15 hours, and 70 hours rule (10/15/70 rule), as outlined in Rule 6110(b). The Taxi Drivers Coalition suggests this is “discriminatory” because the motor carriers’ services are of the same business nature.

3. The Taxi Drivers Coalition also requests revision of Rule 4 CCR 723-6-6255, which establishes zone rates for transportation to and from DIA and within downtown Denver, the Denver Tech Center, Boulder, and other areas for motor carriers providing taxicab service. The Taxi Drivers Coalition states this rule is “enforced and targeted” only for taxicab service providers. They suggest this rule should either be lifted or made applicable to “all other service providers.”

4. We accept the Petition for purposes of noticing it and establishing a comment period. We invite comment from interested persons on whether the Commission should open a rulemaking to address the issues raised in the Petition, in whole or in part, or whether the Commission should take such other action as may be appropriate regarding the Petition and the issues raised therein. Written comments may be submitted through August 2, 2019. 

5. After the comment period, the Commission will deliberate at a Commissioners’ Weekly Meeting and determine whether good cause exists to proceed to grant the Petition, in whole or in part, and proceed to issue a notice of proposed rulemaking, or whether to take such other action as may be appropriate.

II. ORDER

A. It Is Ordered That:

1. The Petition for rulemaking filed on June 18, 2019, by the Taxi Drivers Coalition (Petition), is accepted for purposes of establishing a notice and comment period.

2. This Decision shall serve as notice of the Petition to interested persons.

3. Any person desiring to file comments on the Petition may send written comments on or before August 2, 2019, addressed to the Public Utilities Commission, 1560 Broadway, Suite 250, Denver, Colorado 80202, or through the Commission’s E-filing System using Proceeding No. 19M-0346TR at: https://www.dora.state.co.us/pls/efi/EFI.homepage.
4. This Decision is effective on its Mailed Date.
B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
July 17, 2019.
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