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IMPORTANT NOTICE:  ANY PERSON DESIRING TO PARTICIPATE ONLY BY MAKING 
A STATEMENT MAY DO SO BY APPEARING AT THE HEARING.  IF YOU DESIRE 
TO ASK QUESTIONS OF A WITNESS OR OTHERWISE PARTICIPATE AS A PARTY 
IN THIS MATTER, YOU MUST REQUEST PERMISSION FROM THE COMMISSION TO BE AN INTERVENOR (EVEN IF YOU HAVE ALREADY FILED AN OBJECTION).  ANYONE DESIRING TO INTERVENE MUST CAREFULLY FOLLOW THE LAW 
AND COMMISSION RULES FOR BECOMING AN INTERVENOR. FOR FURTHER INFORMATION ON HOW TO INTERVENE, CALL (303) 894-2070 (PUC EXTERNAL AFFAIRS OFFICE).

I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement
1. This Decision sets for hearing the tariffs filed by Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service or Company) under Advice Letter No. 1798-Electric and suspends their effective date to October 22, 2019.

2. We refer the matter to an Administrative Law Judge (ALJ) for hearing.

3. A pleading to intervene in this matter may be filed by any person, firm, or corporation desiring to be a party and fully participate in this proceeding no later than 30 days after the mailing date of this Decision.
B. Discussion
4. On May 24, 2019, Public Service filed Advice Letter No. 1798-Electric with tariff sheets establishing a Secondary Voltage Time-of-Use Electric Vehicle Service (Schedule S-EV).  Public Service also filed the Direct Testimony of witnesses Jack Ihle and Steven Wishart in support of the Advice Letter filing.
5. As described in the Advice Letter, Schedule S-EV offers an optional service that would be available to large, non-residential customers for charging their own electric vehicles (EVs) or providing charging services to third parties for a fee.  The tariff sheets set forth rates including a monthly service and facilities charge and a monthly demand charge, as well as per kilowatt hour charges for  “On Period,” “Off Period,” and “Called Critical Peak Hours.”  Public Service states that the creation of Schedule S-EV will not directly affect any other service or customer class.  

6. In his pre-filed Direct Testimony, Mr. Ihle states that the proposed Schedule S-EV will reduce the cost of electric service applicable to many EV fleets and public fast charging installations. He also states that the proposed rate is designed to encourage a charging infrastructure to be developed and managed to use the power grid efficiently.
7. Mr. Ihle further explains that the filing of the Advice Letter is consistent with the statutory directive provided in Senate Bill (SB) 19-077, codified at §§ 40-1-103.3, 40-3-116, 
40-5-107, C.R.S., by which Colorado electric utilities are to propose new rates for commercial and industrial customers.  However, Mr. Ihle further states that this Schedule S-EV tariff filing is not the full EV infrastructure plan contemplated by SB 19-077 and that the Company is currently developing the first of its triennial Transportation Electrification Plans.  Mr. Ihle explains that Public Service seeks to encourage growth in the EV market under the proposed S-EV before the first Transportation Electrification Plan is filed.  He also elaborates on how the tariff is intended to address both fleet charging and public fast charging.

8. Mr. Ihle references in his Direct Testimony Governor Jared Polis’ Executive Order B 2019 002 of January 17, 2019 that encourages “electric utilities and the Public Utilities Commission to work towards implementing policy and programming to support widespread transportation electrification.”
  Mr. Ihle concludes that “our customers, the communities we serve, environmental advocates, and state and regional agencies have consistently told us that they wish to see Public Service do more to grow the EV market.”
 

9. Public Service requests a June 24, 2019 effective date for the S-EV tariff sheets (Attachment A to this Decision).  However, Public Service requests an effective date of January 1, 2020 if the Commission suspends the tariff sheets.

10. On May 31, 2019, Staff of the Colorado Public Utilities Commission (Staff) filed a Protest Letter, requesting that the Commission suspend the tariff sheets so that Staff can further review: 1) the reasonableness of the proposed time-of-use rate structure; 2) the reasonableness of the distribution demand charge, the Critical Peak Pricing, and the service and facilities charge; 3) the load data relied upon for establishing the proposed rate; and 4) potential bill impacts and cross-subsidization between existing rate schedules and the proposed tariff.  Staff requests that the matter be set for hearing.

11. Pursuant to § 40-6-111(1), C.R.S., the Commission may, in its discretion, set the tariff pages for hearing which will suspend the effective date for 120 days from the proposed effective date.  If no new tariffs are established by the Commission before the end of the 120-day suspension period, in this instance October 22, 2019, and if the Commission does not further suspend the effective date of the tariffs pursuant to § 40-6-111(1), C.R.S., the tariff pages filed by Public Service may become effective.
12. Section 40-6-111(1), C.R.S., also provides that the Commission may, in its discretion, by a separate decision, suspend the effective date of the tariff page(s) for an additional 130 days. Thus, the Commission has the power and authority to suspend the effective date of the tariff pages for a maximum of 250 days.  If the Commission further suspends the effective date of the tariff pages for an additional 130 days, and if no new tariffs are established by the Commission before the end of the suspension period, the tariff pages filed by Public Service may become effective.
C. Conclusions and Findings

13. The Commission finds good cause to set for hearing the tariffs submitted with Advice Letter No. 1798-Electric.

14. The initial suspension period for the tariff pages submitted with the tariff pages submitted with Advice Letter No. 1798-Electric shall extend through October 22, 2019.

15. We refer this matter to an ALJ.  In light of Executive Order B 2019 002 and the enactment of SB 19-077, we encourage the ALJ and the parties to work expeditiously to allow for the implementation of a new rate pursuant to § 40-3-116(2), C.R.S., including, if feasible, earlier than the effective date of January 1, 2020 requested by Public Service.

16. A pleading to intervene may be filed by any person, firm, or corporation desiring to be a party and fully participate in this consolidated proceeding, as ordered below.  The filing of any other document protesting the tariff pages shall not allow participation as an intervenor in this matter.  

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The proposed effective date, June 24, 2019, of the tariff pages filed by Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service) with Advice Letter No. 1798-Electric in Proceeding No. 19AL-0290E is suspended until October 22, 2019, or until further order of the Commission.
2. This matter is referred to an Administrative Law Judge.  The Administrative Law Judge shall set a hearing date, rule on interventions, and establish other procedures by separate decision(s), consistent with the discussion above.  

3. Any person, firm, or corporation, including any who have previously filed a document protesting the proposed tariff pages, who desire to intervene and participate as a party in this proceeding shall file a motion to intervene with the Commission within 30 days after the mailing date of this Decision and shall serve a copy of the notice or motion on Public Service’s attorney of record.  

4. This Decision is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING 
June 12, 2019.
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� Ihle Direct Testimony at 10:11-13.


� Id. at 11:6-9.
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