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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. On May 30, 2019, Estes Valley Transport, Inc. (Estes Valley Transport) filed an application (Application) for authority to increase rates on shortened notice.  Estes Valley Transport submitted a supplement to its Application on June 5, 2019.

2. Estes Valley Transport, under Certificate No. 54696, may provide charter, scheduled, shuttle, and sightseeing service between all points within a 12-mile radius of the intersection of U.S. Highways 34 and 36 in Estes Park, Colorado, and between points in this area, and many other named points in Colorado.   Estes Valley Transport, under Certificate No. 54696, may also provide scheduled service between all points within the 12-mile radius of the intersection of U.S. Highways 34 and 36 in Estes Park, Colorado, and Denver International Airport.
3. The rates and fares that may be charged by Estes Valley Transport for the transportation services authorized by Certificate No. 54696 are published in Passenger Tariff, Colorado PUC No. 1.
  Estes Valley Transport, in this Application, did not specifically identify which of the rates and fares named in Passenger Tariff, Colorado PUC No. 1 were to be increased.  Estes Valley Transport, in the supplement filed on June 5, 2019, states it is only seeking approval of a short notice increase of the fares for the scheduled service between points in the Estes Park area and Denver International Airport.  

4. Estes Valley Transport did attach the 1st Revised Page 12 to Passenger Tariff, Colorado PUC No. 1 with this Application.  The fares for scheduled service between points in the Estes Park area and Denver International Airport are published in the 1st Revised Page 12 as $55 per passenger for a one-way fare and $95 per passenger for a round-trip fare.   The fares for scheduled service between points in the Estes Park area and Denver International Airport are published in the Original Page 12 to Passenger Tariff, Colorado PUC No. 1 as $45 per passenger for a one-way fare and $85 per passenger for a round-trip fare.  Therefore, the Commission will construe the submission of the 1st Revised Page 12 as a request to increase the fares for scheduled service between points in the Estes Park area and Denver International Airport from $45.00 to $55.00 per passenger for a one-way fare and from $85.00 to $95.00 per passenger for a round-trip fare.   

5. In the Application, Estes Park Transport provided the following statements to support the proposed fare increases:

Applicant (EVT) has recently been subjected to a very large vehicle liability insurance rate increase.

***

As a result of two vehicle accidents,
 neither of which was the fault of EVT, its Insurance company increased its rates to $143,897.14 in 2019.

***

In addition, many other expenses of EVT have increased substantially since its current rates were published in 2009.

6. Estes Park Transport submitted an e-mail from Ewing-Leavitt Insurance Agency (Ewing-Leavitt) of Loveland, Colorado dated May 21, 2019 with the Application. In this e-mail, an account manager for Ewing-Leavitt does advise Estes Park Transport that the cost of its liability insurance policies is $143,897.14.  A review by Commission Staff of three annual reports filed by Estes Park Transport shows its liability insurance expense was $37,126 in 2015, $40,117 in 2016, and $40,107 in 2017.  

7. By Rule 6208(d) of the Rules Regulating Transportation by Motor Vehicle, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-6, Proposed Tariffs shall provide for 30 days’ notice before they are in effect, unless the Commission has approved an application for less-than-statutory notice to shorten this time period, or as otherwise ordered by the Commission.

8. In consideration of the significant increase of the cost of its liability insurance and the length of time since the fares for the scheduled service between points in the Estes Park area and Denver International Airport have been increased, the Commission finds that Estes Valley Transport has shown good cause to approve the proposed changes to Passenger Tariff, Colorado PUC No. 1 on the requested less than 30 days’ notice.

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The Application filed on May 30, 2019, by Estes Valley Transport, Inc. (Estes Valley Transport) is deemed complete.

2. The Application of Estes Valley Transport to allow it to publish the 1st Revised Page 12 to Passenger Tariff, Colorado PUC No. 1 to become effective on less-than-statutory notice is granted.

3. Estes Valley Transport is authorized to file, on not less than one day’s notice to the Commission, an advice letter and the 1st Revised Page 12 to Passenger Tariff, Colorado PUC No. 1.  The 1st Revised Page 12 to Passenger Tariff, Colorado PUC No. 1 is attached as Appendix A and made a part of this Decision.
4. The advice letter and the 1st Revised Page 12 shall be filed within ten days of the effective date of this Decision.  The advice letter and the 1st Revised Page shall be filed no later than the last business day prior to the proposed effective date.

5. The 20-day time period provided by § 40-6-114(1), C.R.S., to file an application for rehearing, reargument, or reconsideration shall begin on the first day after the effective date of this Decision.

6. This Decision is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
June 6, 2019.
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	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
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JEFFREY P. ACKERMANN 
________________________________


FRANCES A. KONCILJA
________________________________


JOHN GAVAN
________________________________
                                        Commissioners




� Passenger Tariff, Colorado PUC No. 1 was filed by Estes Valley Transport on October 29, 2009 and became effective on November 30, 2009.   


� Commission Staff contacted Estes Park Transport’s account manager at Ewing-Leavitt Insurance Agency on June 4, 2019, the account manager identified the dates of the accidents as September 29, 2017 and June 26, 2018.  The account manager also verified that the cost of Estes Park Transport’s liability policies did increase to $143,897 per year.


� A review of Passenger Tariff, Colorado PUC No. 1 does show that the fares named in the tariff have not been increased since November 30, 2009.
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