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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement, Findings, and Conclusions
1. On May 20, 2019, Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service or the Company) filed a motion seeking Commission approval of certain alternative forms of notice to apply to the Company’s Advice Letter No. 1797-Electric, also filed on May 20, 2019 (Motion).

2. By Advice Letter No. 1797-Electric, the Company proposes to reset the currently effective General Rate Schedule Adjustment, as applied to base rates for all electric rate schedules in the Company’s Colorado P.U.C. No. 8-Electric tariff as well as implement a base rate kWh charge, General Rate Schedule Adjustment-Energy, of energy-specific charges related to the Rush Creek Wind Project. As part of this rate review filing, the Company is proposing to transfer into base rates, costs currently collected through the Clean Air-Clean Jobs Act Rider and Transmission Cost Adjustment, as well as costs currently collected through the Electric Commodity Adjustment for the Rush Creek Wind Project. The Company also is proposing to implement updated depreciation rates and certain other tariff revisions.

3. By this Motion, Public Service seeks Commission approval to use the following alternative forms of notice for these tariff changes:

 
(a)
filing the proposed tariff changes with the Commission, and keeping them open for public inspection; 
 
(b)
publishing a legal notice in The Denver Post for two consecutive Sundays (May 26, 2019, and June 2, 2019); 

 
(c)
posting a copy of the filing on the Company’s website, xcelenergy.com;
 
(d)
providing the notice as a bill onsert on all customers’ electric bills, to be delivered over five weeks, commencing two weeks after the filing; and

 
(e)
providing the notice via e-mail to all customers with an e-mail address on file with the Company, to be delivered over five weeks, commencing two weeks after the filing.

4. Public Service states that the proposed forms of notice would apprise its retail customers that the proposed tariff changes may be set for hearing and suspended, and that they have the opportunity to file a protest with the Commission or move to intervene pursuant to applicable Commission rules at any time prior to the deadline for interventions. 
5. Public Service states that it seeks to avoid the expense of providing notice by direct mail. The Company estimates that individual mailings would cost over $706,000, compared to a cost of $20,000 for bill onserts. 

6. As good cause to grant the Motion, Public Service contends the proposed forms of notice will provide direct notice to all retail customers by a bill onsert within at least seven weeks after the filing of the advice letter and tariff. The Company states that, in addition, the newspaper notices will provide the information required by § 40-3-104(1)(c), C.R.S., to the affected customers, including the estimated impact on average residential and commercial customers, within the first 20 days following the filing of the advice letter and tariff. 

7. Pursuant to § 40-3-104(1)(c)(I)(D), C.R.S., and 4 Code of Colorado Regulations (CCR) 723-1-1207(b) of the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure, a utility 
may request to provide an alternative form of notice of proposed tariff changes. We find 
the alternative forms of notice proposed by Public Service to apply to Advice Letter 
No. 1797-Electric are reasonable with respect to the Company’s stakeholders and its general body of electric ratepayers. We therefore find good cause to approve the alternative forms of notice as requested by Public Service. 

8. In the Motion, Public Service also requests a waiver of Rule 4 CCR 
723-1-1210(a)(VII) and a waiver of response time to this request. Public Service states that it seeks this waiver “insofar as such waiver is required to grant the relief requested in the Motion.”
 We deny this request and deny as moot the related request to waive response time.

II. ORDER

A. It Is Ordered That:

1. The motion filed on May 20, 2019, by Public Service Company of Colorado (Company) (Motion) requesting Commission approval of certain alternative forms of notice to apply to the Company’s Advice Letter No. 1797-Electric, also filed on May 20, 2019, is granted, consistent with the discussion above.

2. The additional requests in this Motion to waive Rule 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-1-1210(a)(VII) and waive response time to this request for rule waiver, are denied. 
3. This Decision is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING 
May 22, 2019.
	 (S E A L)

[image: image1.png]



ATTEST: A TRUE COPY


[image: image2.wmf] 

 

 


Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


JEFFREY P. ACKERMANN 
________________________________


FRANCES A. KONCILJA
________________________________


JOHN GAVAN
________________________________
                                        Commissioners




� Motion at p. 7.
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