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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement
1. On February 27, 2019, the Colorado Public Utilities Commission (Commission) issued a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (NOPR) by Decision No. C19-0197 to amend the Commission’s Rules Regulating Electric Utilities, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations (CCR) 723-3 (Electric Rules).  The proposed amendments revise the Electric Rules in six areas:  (1) the rules governing Electric Resource Planning (ERP Rules) at 4 CCR 723-3-3600, et seq.; (2) the Renewable Energy Standard Rules (RES Rules) at 4 CCR 723-3-3650, et seq.; (3) the Net Metering Rules presently in 4 CCR 723-3-3664; (4) the rules governing Community Solar Gardens (CSG Rules) presently in 4 CCR 723-3-3665; (5) the provisions for utility purchases from Qualifying Facilities (QF Rules) presently at 4 CCR 723-3-3900, et seq.; and (6) the Interconnections Standards and Procedures presently in 4 CCR 723-3-3667.
2. Through this Decision, we provide interested persons and participants guidance on the organization and processes for the public comment hearing scheduled from Monday, April 29 through Friday, May 3, 2019.
  

B. Discussion

3. The purpose of the NOPR is for the Commission to solicit comments on possible changes to the Electric Rules.  Interested persons have opportunities to submit written comments on the proposed rules and to provide oral comments at the scheduled hearing.  The Commission welcomes the submission of alternative proposed rules, including both consensus proposals joined by multiple stakeholders and individual proposals.  Participants are encouraged to provide redlined rules if possible.   

4. Pursuant to the NOPR, the Commission set a schedule for the filing of comments, replies, and a date for a public hearing on the proposed rules.  The Commission requested that initial comments be filed no later than March 29, 2019.  The Commission also requested that reply comments be submitted no later than April 19, 2019. The Commission stated that the Commission will conduct a hearing on the proposed rules and related issues from April 29 through May 3, 2019.

5. Based on the comments provided to date, the Commission proposes establishing a schedule for the five-day public comment hearings that organizes discussion around key issues discussed within the comments submitted thus far. 

6. The schedule and topic areas are provided as a guide for the Commission to organize areas of discussion. We anticipate that this organization will assist in furthering commenter dialogue each day, such that the discussions may best add to the robust record in this matter.  Oral comments on all areas of interest relevant to the rulemaking, including those that are outside of a scheduled topic, will also be permitted each day of the public comment hearing.  At the beginning of the hearing, or after each break, we will provide commenters an opportunity to inform the Commission of their intent to provide oral comments. If an interested participant 
or member of the public intends to comment on a topic other than the one scheduled, the Commission will permit that person to provide his or her comment, regardless of the topic scheduled. However, please be advised, that the Chair may request any commenters that have general comments, or a comment on topics other than the one scheduled for discussion at the time, to provide their comment before or after public comment on a scheduled topic resumes. 

7. The Commission also establishes an extended public comment session that shall start at 4 p.m., and will continue until to at least 6 p.m.,
 on Wednesday, May 1, 2019.  This extended time will allow interested persons that may have schedule conflicts during regular business hours the opportunity to present oral comments. Comments on any topic may be presented. Participants and stakeholders are further reminded that written comment may be submitted at any time. 

8. The Commission will hear oral comments en banc on the rules for ERPs, RES Plans, Net Metering, and CSGs, along with a session focused on Low-income issues. An Administrative Law Judge (ALJ) will administer oral public comment sessions for the times allotted for the QF Rules (Thursday afternoon, May 2, 2019) and the Interconnection Rules (Friday morning, May 3, 2019). All oral public comments before the Commissioners and ALJ(s) will be transcribed and provided in the record for Commission consideration.
9. In addition, we note that significant legislation that could affect the rule proposals is currently being considered by the Colorado General Assembly. Commenters are encouraged to provide context in their comments related to any pending legislation if potential legislative changes could affect or better frame their recommendations or comments.

10. The proposed schedule is as follows:

	April 29, 2019
	Electric Resource Planning

	Morning Session
	Rule 3607
	Assessment of Existing Resources

	
	3614
	Exemptions and Exclusions in an ERP

	
	3611
	All-in costs for utility owned resources

	Afternoon Session
	
	Carbon Costs and Discount rates

	
	
	BVEM

	April 30, 2019
	Renewable Energy Standard

	Morning Session
	3654/3655
	NEM RECs and RES Compliance

	
	3656
	Acquisition targets and capacity limits 

	
	3661
	Retail Rate Impact and RESA surcharge

	Afternoon Session
	Community Solar Gardens

	
	3881
	CSG outside of RES Plan

	
	3882
	RFP Process and Subscriber mix

	May 1, 2019
	Net Metering 

	Morning Session
 
	3678
	120% Calculation  of annual energy use

	
	3680
	Production Meter requirement

	Afternoon Session
	3679
	Rates and NEM credits for TOU customers

	
	3681
	Separate Rate classes for NEM

	4:00-6:00 p.m.
	Public Comment period

	May 2, 2019
	Low-Income Issues

	Morning Session
	3657
	Standard Rebate Offer set at 0$

	
	3881
	Include low-income in RES compliance

	
	3882
	REC Adders and Subscriber mix

	Afternoon Session
	Qualifying Facilities (ALJ Hearing Officer)

	May 3, 2019
	Interconnection Standards (ALJ Hearing Officer)

	Morning Session
	
	


C. Conclusion

11. The Commission will conduct a hearing en banc on the proposed rules and related issues from April 29 through May 3, 2019 based on the proposed schedule.  
12. The Commission will extend its Public Comment hearing on May 1, 2019, for general public comment starting at 4:00 pm through at least 6:00 pm.
13. The Commission encourages interested persons to submit written comments before the hearing scheduled in this matter.  The Commission prefers that comments be filed using its E-Filings System at https://www.dora.state.co.us/pls/efi/EFI.homepage in this proceeding.  The Commission will consider all submissions, whether oral or written.
14. Individuals who intend to provide oral comments will sign up and be heard in the order in which they sign up to speak, or as otherwise directed by the Chair. The length of time allotted to each speaker will depend on the number of persons who wish to speak.
15. The public comment hearing will be transcribed.
16. The public comment hearings are intended for members of the public or interested stakeholders, and in particular those that have not already filed written comments in this rulemaking. Commenters may add to or clarify comments already filed, but reiterating written comments is not necessary or required. We remind participants and interested stakeholders that written comments may be submitted at any time and will be accepted in the proceeding for consideration.
II. ORDER

A. It Is Ordered That:

1. A hearing on the proposed rules and related matters shall be held as follows:

DATES:
April 29, 2019 through May 3, 2019
TIME:
9:00 a.m. until not later than 5:00 p.m.

PLACE:
Commission Hearing Room

1560 Broadway, Suite 250

Denver, Colorado

2. At the time set for hearing in this matter, interested persons may submit written comments and may present these orally unless the Commission deems oral presentation unnecessary.  The Commission prefers and encourages interested persons to pre-file comments in this proceeding (19R-0096E) through its E-Filings System at:

https://www.dora.state.co.us/pls/efi/EFI.homepage.

3. An extended Public Comment hearing on the proposed rules and related matters shall be held as follows:

DATE:
May 1, 2019
TIME:
4:00 p.m. until at least 6:00 p.m.

PLACE:
Commission Hearing Room

1560 Broadway, Suite 250

Denver, Colorado

4. The time available for comment will be managed and allocated based upon the number of persons interested in providing oral comments.
5. This Decision is effective upon its Mailed Date.
B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING 
April 24, 2019.
	 (S E A L)
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Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


JEFFREY P. ACKERMANN 
________________________________


FRANCES A. KONCILJA
________________________________


JOHN GAVAN
________________________________
                                        Commissioners




� Upon advanced request, the Commission can prepare accommodations to provide auxiliary services for members of the public who are deaf, hard-of-hearing, or speech disabled. Members of the public requesting auxiliary services should/shall provide a written request at � HYPERLINK "https://www.colorado.gov/pacific/dora/puc" \t "_blank" �https://www.colorado.gov/pacific/dora/puc� via the accommodation requests link. For more information, contact Holly Bise at � HYPERLINK "mailto:holly.bise@state.co.us" \t "_blank" �holly.bise@state.co.us�, (303) 894-2024 (voice-only phone) or (720) 583-9878 (video phone). 


� The session will extend through at least 6:00 p.m., but may be extended further if necessary. 


� Commission Staff is instructed to provide legislation proposals into the record for reference; however, comments, written and oral, may include or address whether legislative changes could affect proposed rule revisions.  


� The Morning Session on Wednesday, May 1, 2019, will begin upon conclusion of the Commissioners’ Weekly Meeting. The Commissioners’ Weekly meeting is scheduled to begin at its regularly scheduled time of 9:00 a.m., and continues until concluded. 
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