Before the Public Utilities Commission of the State of Colorado

Decision No. C19-0225
PROCEEDING No. 17AL-0363G

C19-0225Decision No. C19-0225
BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

PROCEEDING17AL-0363G NO. 17AL-0363G
IN THE MATTER OF ADVICE NO. 912-GAS FILED BY PUBLIC SERVICE COMPANY OF COLORADO TO ROLL THE PIPELINE SYSTEM INTEGRITY ADJUSTMENT (“PSIA”) COSTS INTO BASE RATES BEGINNING IN 2019 AND INCREASE RATES FOR ALL NATURAL GAS SALES AND TRANSPORTATION SERVICES BY IMPLEMENTING A GENERAL RATE SCHEDULE ADJUSTMENT (“GRSA”) IN THE COMPANY’S COLORADO P.U.C. NO. 6 – GAS TARIFF, TO BECOME EFFECTIVE JULY 3, 2017.
DECISION GRANTING MOTION TO 
EXTEND FILING DATE OF PHASE II RATE CASE
Mailed Date:  
March 7, 2019
Adopted Date: 
March 6, 2019
I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. On February 25, 2019, Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service or the Company) filed a Motion for a Variance to Extend Filing Date of Gas Phase II Rate Review Until on or Before May 31, 2019 (Motion).  This Decision grants the Motion.  Public Service shall make an advice letter filing no later than May 31, 2019 to initiate a Phase II rate case.

B. Discussion

2. On June 2, 2017, Public Service filed Advice Letter No. 912-Gas seeking to increase its gas revenues through a combination of proposed increases in base rates through a Multi-Year Plan covering the years 2018 through 2020.  The advice letter filing initiated this Phase I rate proceeding.

3. On August 29, 2018, the Commission issued Decision No. C18-0736-I, requiring Public Service to file a Phase II rate case four months from the mailed date of the decision in this Phase I proceeding that establishes rates reflecting the impact of the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act (TCJA).  

4. Decision No. C18-1158, mailed on December 21, 2018, established rates reflecting the impact of the TCJA.  According to Public Service, the filing date for the Phase II rate case is four months subsequent to the date that decision issued, or April 22, 2019.

5. In its Motion, Public Service seeks to extend the filing deadline of the Phase II rate proceeding to May 31, 2019.  Public Service requests additional time to prepare its Phase II rate case filing, stating that the requested extension will minimize the “stacking of deadlines.”  Public Service further states that if the Company were to file the Phase II rate case on April 22, 2019, the proposed new rates would go into effect in the middle of the winter heating season, or on or about December 18, 2019, assuming a suspension period of 210 days.  However, if the deadline were extended as requested, the proposed new rates would go into effect on or about February 1, 2020.  Public Service further states that the requested extension will not cause undue prejudice or hardship to either the Company’s customers or potential intervenors.
6. By Decision No. C19-0207-I issued February 27, 2019, the Commission shortened response time to the Motion by seven days, expiring on March 4, 2019.  No responses were filed.
C. 
Findings and Conclusions

7. We find good cause to grant the Motion.  No party has expressed opposition to the Motion, and granting the Motion will provide Public Service the additional time requested to file its Phase II rate case.

8. Public Service shall file an advice letter to initiate a Phase II rate proceeding no later than May 31, 2019.

II. order

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The Motion for a Variance to Extend Filing Date of Gas Phase II Rate Review Until on or Before May 31, 2019 filed by Public Service Company of Colorado on February 25, 2019, is granted consistent with the discussion above.

2. The 20-day time period provided by § 40-6-114, C.R.S., to file an application for rehearing, reargument, or reconsideration shall begin on the first day after the effective date of this Decision.

3. This Decision is effective on its Mailed Date.  

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
March 6, 2019.
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Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


JEFFREY P. ACKERMANN 
________________________________


FRANCES A. KONCILJA
________________________________


JOHN GAVAN
________________________________
                                        Commissioners




� Because the expiration date is Sunday, April 21, 2019, the Phase II filing is required the next business day on Monday, April 22, 2019.
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