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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statements

1. On February 7, 2019, Atmos Energy Corporation (Atmos or Applicant) filed a verified application.  Atmos seeks a Commission order authorizing it, without a formal hearing and on less-than-statutory notice, to place into effect on March 1, 2019, the tariff reflecting the approved consolidation of its Northern Gas Cost Adjustment (GCA) Rate Division upon 
less-than-statutory notice.  
2. The proposed tariff is attached to the application and affects the Applicant's customers in its three Colorado service areas.

3. Atmos acknowledges that it has read and agrees to abide by the provisions of Rules 4002(b)(IV) through (VI) and Rules 4002(b)(XI)(A) through (C) of the Rules Regulating Gas Utilities and Pipeline Operators, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-4.

4. This application for authority to add a new tariff or change an existing tariff is made pursuant to § 40-3-104, C.R.S., and Rule 4109(b)(II).

B. Findings of Fact

5. The Applicant is an operating public utility subject to the jurisdiction of this Commission and is engaged in, inter alia, the purchase, distribution, transportation, and sale of natural gas for domestic, mechanical, or public uses in its Northeast, Northwest/Central, Southeast, and Southwest rate areas in the State of Colorado.
6. The North Colorado rate area includes the former Northeast Colorado and Northwest/Central Colorado rate areas that were consolidated in Decision No. C18-0311 in Proceeding No. 17AL-0429G on May 3, 2018, for the purposes of determining the commodity and upstream portions of the GCA.

7. Atmos was granted authority in Decision No. C18-0311 which approved a Partial Stipulation and Settlement Agreement in Proceeding No. 17AL-0429G, to consolidate the former Northeast and Northwest/Central rate areas, now known as the North Rate Division.  As part of the agreement, the company was to monitor the deferred balances until they were sufficiently low enough to consolidate. On November 27, 2018, Atmos filed Advice Letter No. 549 
in Proceeding No. 18AL-0831G, requesting that the deferred portion of the former Northwest/Central Rate area be removed from the GCA calculation. That change became effective by operation of law on January 1, 2019. The Company now anticipates that the deferred balance for the former Northeast rate area will be near zero by the end of February 2019. As a result, in this application Atmos is requesting to remove the deferred portion of the former Northeast rate area from its GCA calculation effective March 1, 2019.
8. The elimination of the deferred portion of the former Northeast rate area GCA calculation will also eliminate the remaining differences between the former Northwest/Central and Northeast rate areas’ GCA rates.

9. Atmos also requests the Commission’s approval to amend its tariffs to eliminate references to the two former Northern GCA rate areas. The tariffs requiring modification are Sheet Nos. 1.2, 8C, 9, and 11. Atmos is also requesting a partial waiver of Commission Rule 4604(a)(I) that every GCA application contain GCA Attachments 1 through 9. The tariff changes requested in this application do not implicate Atmos’ GCA rates generally and so the information contained within GCA Attachments 1 through 6 and 8 is not germane to the relief sought in this application.

10. Atmos was over-recovered in the Northeast rate area when authority was given to consolidate. Therefore, when this prior deferred piece is removed from the GCA calculation, the former Northeast rate area will experience a slight increase.
11. Atmos notified its customers of this change in a bill insert. The impact to the average residential customer bill in the former Northeast rate area will be a $3.38, an increase of 6.5 percent, and a $19.97, an increase of 8.7 percent for the average commercial customer bill.
12. The proposed tariff is attached as Appendix A.
II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That: 

1. The verified application filed by Atmos Energy Corporation (Atmos) on February 7, 2019 is deemed complete.

2. Atmos is authorized to file, on not less than two days’ notice, the tariff attached as Appendix A and made a part of this Decision.  The tariff shall be effective for actual gas sales on or after their effective date of March 1, 2019.
3. The 20-day time period provided by § 40-6-114, C.R.S., to file an application for rehearing, reargument, or reconsideration shall begin on the first day after the effective date of this Decision.
4. This Decision is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
February 20, 2019.
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