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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement, Findings, and Conclusions
1. On January 31, 2019, Atmos Energy Corporation (Atmos or the Company) filed a Motion for Alternative Form of Notice (Motion) to apply to the Company’s Advice Letter No. 551, also filed on January 31, 2019. By Advice Letter No. 551, Atmos requests a true-up to the Locked-In Refund Adjustment as one component of the unique set of adjustments required for Atmos to address and incorporate the impact of the federal Tax Cuts and Jobs Act of 2017 (TCJA) into its rates.

2. The Company states the true-up sought through Advice Letter No. 551 is $112,573. Atmos further represents that, if approved, the true-up proposed through Advice Letter No. 551 will result in a $0.75 increase for the Company’s residential customers over the course of a single billing cycle. 
3. Atmos states that notice of the potential adjustment was provided to customers through prior proceedings. For example, through Advice Letter No. 539, filed April 27, 2018, the Company explained a true-up could occur in 2019.
  In addition, through Advice Letter No. 548, filed November 28, 2018, the Company states that it again explained that the adjustment was subject to true-up.
 Notice of both of these tariff changes was provided to customers through a combination of filings with the Commission, bill inserts and mailings to customers, publications, and website postings.  

4. In addition, Atmos represents that the cost of additional customer notice of Advice Letter No. 551 through publication and mailings would be approximately $118,000, exceeding the cost of the $112,573 true-up requested. 

5. Atmos therefore requests that the Commission consider that the combination of the Commission’s broad notice of TCJA-related rate changes through a press release, the specific customer notices provided by Atmos, and the disproportionate cost of providing notice compared to the small rate increase from the true-up support a finding of good cause to waive the requirement that Atmos provide any additional customer notice. 

6. The Company requests that, alternatively, if the Commission is inclined to require the Company to provide any additional notice of Advice Letter No. 551, then such additional notice should be limited to posting the notice on the Company’s website. The Company states that it “will post notice of Advice Letter No. 551 on its website without waiting for the Commission to order it to do so.”
  
Pursuant to § 40-3-104(1)(c)(I)(D), C.R.S., and 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-1-1207(b) of the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure, a utility may request to 

7. provide an alternative form of notice of proposed tariff changes. In these specific circumstances, we agree that additional notice through customer mailing or publications is unnecessary, especially given the combination of notice to customers previously provided, including prior notice provided to customers of a potential true-up in 2019. 

8. However, website notice is cost-effective and reasonable with respect to the Company’s stakeholders and its general body of electric ratepayers. We therefore find good cause to grant the alternative form of notice as requested in the alternative by Atmos. Additional notice required for Advice Letter No. 551 is limited to posting the notice on the Company’s website for Colorado.  

II. ORDER

A. It Is Ordered That:

1. The Motion for Alternative Form of Notice filed on January 31, 2019, by Atmos Energy Corporation, requesting approval of an alternative form of notice to apply to Advice Letter No. 551, is granted, consistent with the discussion above.

2. This Decision is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING 
February 6, 2019.
	 (S E A L)

[image: image1.png]



ATTEST: A TRUE COPY


[image: image2.wmf] 

 

 


Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


JEFFREY P. ACKERMANN 
________________________________


FRANCES A. KONCILJA
________________________________


JOHN GAVAN
________________________________
                                        Commissioners




� Proceeding No. 18AL-0258G.


� Proceeding No. 18AL-0830G.


� Motion at p. 5, ¶15.





4

_1219490348.doc
[image: image1.png]Lo




[image: image2.png]





 












