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I. By the Commission

A. Statement

1. On December 14, 2018, Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service or Company) filed a Verified Application for Commission Approval Authorizing the Sale of Street Lighting Facilities to the City of Golden (Application).  Public Service also filed a Motion for Extraordinary Protection of Highly Confidential Information (Motion). 

2. Through this Decision, we deem the Application complete, grant the Application, and grant the Motion, as discussed below. 
B. Discussion and Findings

3. In its Application, pursuant to § 40-5-105(1), C.R.S., and Commission Rule 1303, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations (CCR) 723-1 of the Rules of Practice and Procedure, and Rules 3002(a)(V), and 3104, 4 CCR 723-3 of the Rules Regulating Electric Utilities, Public Service seeks Commission approval of the Purchase and Sale Agreement (PSA) between Public Service and the City of Golden, Colorado (Golden) for the sale of all street lighting facilities and appurtenant equipment owned by Public Service located with the Golden city limits as set forth in the PSA. Concurrent with and in support of the Application, Public Service filed direct testimony and exhibits of Marci A. McKoane and Melissa L. Ostrom.

4. Public Service states that these assets constitute all of Public Service’s street lighting facilities in Golden.  No Company distribution poles, distribution lines, or other equipment are included in the sale.

5. Through its filings, Public Service accounts for street lighting facilities under the group method, stating it is not practical to track these street lighting facility assets on an individual basis.  Lighting facility assets are recorded by vintage and, therefore, the Company explains that each individual streetlight is not specifically identified within Public Service’s records.  All assets in the group are depreciated over their average life using the depreciation rates approved by the Commission.

6. Public Service states that on September 5, 2018, it entered into the PSA with Golden for the sale and transfer of the street lighting facilities for an agreed upon price of $391,980.  The negotiated price is higher than the net book value of the street lighting facilities, but no gain will be recorded on the sale in accordance with the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission Uniform System of Accounts plant instructions because the sale is not considered to be for a whole unit or operating system.  Public Service proposes that the sale of assets will be accounted for as a plant retirement, with the sales proceeds recorded as salvage to the overall street lighting mass asset accumulated reserve account, thus an overall reduction in the net plant balance for street lighting assets.   
7. Concurrent with the Application, pursuant to Rules 1101(b) and 1400 of the Rules of Practice and Procedure, 4 CCR 723-1, Public Service filed the Motion seeking extraordinary protection for information that can be used to deduce the per light pricing agreed to between Public Service and Golden. Public Service claims that releasing this data publically, or even under a claim of confidentiality to other municipal customers who are seeking to purchase street lights, would prejudice the Company by negatively impacting its negotiating position with other potential street light purchasers. 

8. The Company requests that access to the information be limited to the Commissioners, Commission advisors and advisory counsel, administrative law judges, Commission Trial Staff, and the Office of Consumer Counsel. 

9. The Application contains all information required by the applicable Commission Rules and is therefore deemed complete.

10. The Commission provided notice of the Application to all interested parties on December 18, 2018. No petition to intervene or otherwise participate in this proceeding was timely filed.  This proceeding is therefore uncontested.  Pursuant to § 40-6-109(5) C.R.S., this matter may be determined without a hearing.

11. The Commission reviewed the testimony and exhibits provided by the Company and finds good cause to grant the Application. The Commission approves the sale of all street lighting facilities and appurtenant equipment owned by Public Service located with the Golden city limits as set forth in the PSA. 

12. The Commission also finds good cause to grant the Motion. The information described that could be used to deduce the per light pricing agreed to between Public Service and Golden is afforded extraordinary protection as requested. 
II. order

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The Verified Application for Commission Approval Authorizing the Sale of Street Lighting Facilities to the City of Golden filed on December 14, 2018 by Public Service Company of Colorado (Company) is deemed complete and is granted.

2. The Motion for Extraordinary Protection of Highly Confidential Information is granted.

3. The Commission approves the Purchase and Sale Agreement (PSA) between the Company and the City of Golden, Colorado (Golden).
4. The Commission approves the sale of all street lighting facilities and appurtenant equipment owned by Public Service located with the Golden city limits as set forth in the PSA. 

5. The 20-day period provided for in § 40-6-114, C.R.S., within which to file applications for rehearing, reargument, or reconsideration, begins on the first day following the effective date of this Decision.

6. This Decision is effective on its Mailed Date.

ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS' WEEKLY MEETING
January 23, 2019.
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