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I. BY THE COMMISSION
A. Statement
1. On March 9, 2017, Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service or Company) filed an Application for a Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity (CPCN) for transmission and substation facilities in northern Greeley.

2. On March 1, 2018, an Administrative Law Judge (ALJ) for the Commission issued Recommended Decision No. R18-0153, which grants the requested CPCN contingent upon Public Service filing the information required by the statutes and rules addressing the reasonableness of the magnetic fields and noise caused by the proposed substations.

3. On October 22, 2018, Public Service filed the requested information in its Response to the Recommended Decision.  On December 14, 2018, Public Service filed a Supplemental Response to the Recommended Decision, with additional information requested by Commission Staff (Staff).  On January 9, 2019, despite having previously withdrawn from the Proceeding, Staff submitted a letter, indicating that as supplemented, Public Service’s response meets the requirements in the Recommended Decision.  Therefore Staff does not contest the supplemental information.

4. Being duly advised in the matter, we approve the supplemental information as uncontested, and find that the response, as supplemented, satisfies the contingency requirement in Recommended Decision No. R18-0153.

B. Background, Findings, and Conclusions

5. On March 9, 2017, Public Service filed an Application seeking a CPCN to construct approximately 25 miles of new 115/230 kV- transmission facilities from the Ault Substation northwest of Greeley to the Cloverly Substation northeast of Greeley; construct two new substations (Husky and Graham Creek) and modify the Cloverly substation; and to retire three existing substations (Ault, Eaton, and Pleasant Valley).  Public Service also requested a finding that Public Service’s estimates of the transmission noise and magnetic field levels for the proposed transmission lines are reasonable, though magnetic field and noise studies for the substations could not be completed until siting was finalized.

6. Staff and the Office of Consumer Counsel (OCC) initially intervened in the matter, and it was set for hearing.  However, Staff and OCC subsequently determined that their concerns had been adequately addressed, and each filed a Notice of Withdrawal of Intervention, both indicating non-opposition to the Application.

7. On March 1, 2018, ALJ Farley issued Recommended Decision No. R18-0153, which granted the requested CPCN contingent upon Public Service filing the information required by Commission Rules 3102 and 3206 of the Rules Regulating Electric Utilities, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-3, and § 25-12-103(12)(a), C.R.S., addressing the reasonableness of the magnetic fields and noise caused by the transmission lines and substations.  This contingency was necessary because according to Public Service, the requested findings of reasonableness of magnetic fields and audible noise are limited to the proposed transmission lines. Public Service stated that the locations of the substations proposed in the Application have not been finalized and models of substation noise and magnetic fields cannot be performed until final substation siting is complete.
 As a result, the ALJ found that because no such information had been provided, the grant of the requested CPCN was contingent upon Public Service providing to the Commission the information required by the statutes and rules addressing the reasonableness of the magnetic fields and noise caused by the substations.

8. On October 22, 2018, Public Service filed its Response to the Recommended Decision, to satisfy the contingency in the Recommended Decision. 

9. On December 14, 2018, Public Service filed a Supplemental Response to the Recommended Decision.  The Company states that Staff requested revised reports after reviewing the magnetic field and noise studies submitted by the Company.

10. On January 9, 2019, Staff submitted a letter, indicating that it had indeed requested additional reporting information.  Staff also provided additional background regarding the information, and how the supplemental information now meets the rule requirements.  Staff stated that it agreed that the information in the Supplemental Response demonstrated compliance with Commission Rules 3206(e) and (f), as required by the Recommended Decision.

11. We find that Public Service’s response, as supplemented, satisfies the contingency requirement in Recommended Decision No. R18-0153.  We approve the supplemental information as unopposed.
II. Order
A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The Response to the Recommended Decision, filed on October 22, 2018 by Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service), as supplemented on December 14, 2018, is approved.  This response satisfies the contingency requirement contained in Recommended Decision No. R18-0153, which requires Public Service to file the information required by the statutes and rules addressing the reasonableness of the magnetic fields and noise caused by the proposed substations.
2. This Proceeding is now closed.

3. The 20-day period provided for in § 40-6-114, C.R.S., within which to file applications for rehearing, reargument, or reconsideration begins on the first day following the effective date of this Decision.

4. This Decision is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING 
January 16, 2019.
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� See, Recommended Decision No. R18-0153 at ¶ 35, p. 15.


� Id. at ¶ 66, p. 26.





3

_1219490348.doc
[image: image1.png]Lo




[image: image2.png]





 












