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I. STATEMENT

A. Procedural History

1. This Decision stays Recommended Decision No. R18-1139
 pursuant to Rule 1505 of the Public Utilities Commission’s (Commission) Rules of Practice and Procedure, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations (CCR) 723-1.

2. On February 1, 2018, Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service), 
Tri-State Generation and Transmission Association, Inc. (Tri-State), and Black Hills Colorado Electric Inc. (Black Hills) (collectively, Utilities) filed a 10-year transmission plan (Transmission Plan) and a 20-year conceptual scenario report (20-Year Conceptual Scenario Report) pursuant to Rule 3627 of the Commission’s Rules Regulating Electric Utilities, 4 CCR 723-3.
3. In Decision No. C18-0145-I (issued on February 27, 2018), the Commission provided notice of the Utilities’ joint filings on February 1, 2018, invited the filing of comments by interested persons, and referred this matter to an Administrative Law Judge (ALJ) for the purpose of issuing a recommended decision under Rule 1404 of the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure. 
4. The ALJ convened a roundtable workshop on July 19, 2018.
  The purpose of the workshop was to explore the adequacy of the Utilities’ Transmission Plan and 20-Year Conceptual Scenario Report, as well as the process used in formulating the filings.
  Participants included the ALJ, Staff of the Public Utilities Commission, and representatives from the Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel, Public Service, Black Hills, Tri-State, Interwest Energy Alliance, and Western Resource Advocates. 

B. Recommended Decision
5. The Commission’s Transmission Rules require the Commission to issue a decision concerning the adequacy of the Transmission Plan and 20-Year Conceptual Scenario Report. Decision R18-1139 notes that in Decision No. R14-0845,
 the Hearing Commissioner defined “adequate” in the context of Rule 3627(h) as “satisfactory and sufficient” and adopts that usage. 

6. In addition, Recommended Decision No. R18-1139 finds that the qualitative analysis of transmission system benefits, including best cost basis, contained in the 2018 Plan complies with Rule 3627(b)(I); the stakeholder outreach meets the requirements of Rules 3627(c)(VIII) and (g) and the implied “stakeholder outreach” requirements under Rule 3627(b)(IV); that Black Hills and Public Service each made the Senate Bill 100 Report compliance filing required by § 40-2-126(2), C.R.S.; and that the 2018 Transmission Plan is adequate to meet the present and future energy needs of Colorado in a reliable manner.

7. The Commission stays Decision No. R18-1139 in order to provide more time to review the record of the filings in this proceeding before issuing a finding that the Transmission Plan and 20-Year Conceptual Scenario Report are adequate as filed. 
II. ORDER

A. It Is Ordered That: 

1. Decision No. R18-1139, issued on December 14, 2018, is stayed consistent with the discussion above. 

2. This Decision is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
January 3, 2019.
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                                        Commissioners




� Decision No. R18-1139 was issued in this Decision on December 14, 2018.


� See Decision No. R18-0384-I (mailed on May 25, 2018).


� Decision No. C18-0145-I, ¶¶ 12 and 13 at p. 4, instructed the ALJ to investigate at the workshop any impacts of activities of the Mountain West Transmission Group (MWTG) on the transmission planning process in Colorado.  In late April 2018, Public Service ended its participation with the MWTG.  See Utility Dive, Daily Edition, April 24, 2018.  The ALJ finds that subsequent to the departure of Public Service from MWTG, there were no activities of the MWTG that had any impacts on the transmission planning process in Colorado.  


�  Decision No. R14-0845 was issued in Proceeding No. 13M-1167E on July 18, 2014.
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