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I. BY THE COMMISSION
A. Statement

1. Rule 3206(d) of the Colorado Public Utilities Commission’s (Commission) Rules Regulating Electric Utilities, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-3, requires each Colorado electric utility to file with the Commission, no later than April 30 of each year, information on proposed new construction or extensions of transmission facilities for the next three calendar years.
2. The following utilities filed Rule 3206 reports into this proceeding:   

· Black Hills Colorado Electric, Inc.

· Intermountain Rural Electric Association, Inc.

· Public Service Company of Colorado

· Tri-State Generation and Transmission Association, Inc.

3. On June 7, 2018, the Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel (OCC) provided comments addressing the 3206 Report filed by Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service).  OCC’s comments noted the lack of costs and lack justification for the requested Commission determination for several of the projects.   

4. Decision No. C18-0465-I, effective June 21, 2018, waived Commission Rules 3206(d)(II)(A) and (B) that specify the initial comment and review periods and provided notice of the filings, informed parties that specific information for each utility’s filings was on file with the Commission, and established an opportunity for interested parties to file comments on or before July 18, 2018.   

5. On August 14, 2018, Public Service filed an amended report as permitted by Rule 3206(d), replacing the original report.  The amended report addressed OCC’s comments and revised several of the new projects that were filed in Public Service’s original report.

6. Commission Decision No. C18-0717-I, effective August 23, 2018, provided extended notice of the filings, informed parties that specific information of each utility’s filings was on file with the Commission, and established an opportunity for interested parties to file comments on or before September 5, 2018.  

7. No other comments were filed.   
8. New projects that were filed in 2018 under Rule 3206(d) are listed below by utility with a brief description of each project:
 
Black Hills Colorado Electric, Inc. 
· Desert Cove-Midway 115 kV Line Rebuild, to rebuild the 14.8 mile line with new single circuit 115 kV construction.  The line is located from Desert Cove to Midway north of Pueblo, Colorado.  The project was identified to mitigate thermal loading issues that arose through various transmission planning assessments.  This facility will be designed by the utility to meet the Rule 3206 noise and magnetic field requirements.  The utility requested the Commission find this project to be in the ordinary course of business.  
· West Station-Greenhorn 115 kV Line Rebuild, to rebuild the 12.1 mile line with new single circuit 115 kV construction.  The line is located from West Station to Greenhorn in Pueblo, Colorado.  The line will be rebuilt to replace the existing conductor to increase the line’s capacity.  This facility will be designed by the utility to meet the Rule 3206 noise and magnetic field requirements.  The utility requested the Commission find this project to be in the ordinary course of business.  
Public Service Company of Colorado
· High Point Distribution Substation 230/13.8 kV, consists of installing a new 230/13.8 kV, 50 MVA distribution transformer in Aurora, Colorado. The new substation is near the High Point and Aurora Highlands developments and is needed to provide additional capacity for load growth and redundancy around the area.  Public Service indicated in its amended report that it expects to file a Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity (CPCN) application, pursuant to Commission rules.  

· Dove Valley Distribution Substation, consists of adding a new distribution substation including installation of a 115/13.8 kV, 50 MVA distribution transformer in Parker, Colorado. The new substation is near the Compark and Ridgegate developments and is needed to provide additional capacity for load growth and redundancy around the area.  Public Service will ensure that this project meets noise and magnetic field level requirements as per CPUC Rules 3206(e) and (f). The utility requested the Commission find this project to be in the ordinary course of business.  

· Stock Show Distribution Substation, consists of adding a new distribution substation including installation of a 115/13.8 kV, 50 MVA distribution transformer in Denver, Colorado. The new substation is near the development of the National Western Stock Show and is needed to provide additional capacity for load growth and redundancy around the area.  Public Service will ensure that this project meets noise and magnetic field level requirements as per CPUC Rules 3206(e) and (f). The utility requested the Commission find this project to be in the ordinary course of business.  

Tri-State Generation and Transmission Association, Inc.
· Arnold Delivery Point Substation, will sectionalize the Erie – Sipres – Henry Lake 230 kV line, the substation will serve redundant 230-24.9 kV transformers for a large industrial load.  The substation is located 1.5 miles east of Erie, Colorado.  Tri-State Generation and Transmission Association, Inc. (Tri-State) will ensure that this project meets noise and magnetic field level requirements as per CPUC Rules 3206(e) and (f).  Since the substation serves a single retail customer and is located on that customers’ land, the project does not require a CPCN pursuant to Rule 3206(b)(I).  Tri-State requests the Commission find this project to be in the ordinary course of business pursuant to Rule 3206(b)(I).
· Fuller Transformer T2 Addition, consists of the addition of a 230-115 kV, 150 MVA transformer.  The substation is located in El Paso County, Colorado.  The transformer addition is required to accommodate 
load growth. Tri-State will ensure that this project meets noise and magnetic field level requirements as per CPUC Rules 3206(e) and (f) since this project adds a 230 kV transformer at an existing substation to accommodate load growth. Tri-State requests the Commission waive the CPCN requirement for transmission facilities designed at 230 kV or above and find this project to be in the ordinary course of business.
· JL Green 230-13.2 kV Transformer Addition, consists of the addition of a 230-13.2 kV 36/48/60 MVA distribution transformer.  The substation is located in El Paso County, Colorado.  The transformer addition is required to accommodate load growth. Tri-State will ensure that this project meets noise and magnetic field level requirements as per CPUC Rules 3206(e) and (f) since this project adds a 230 kV transformer at an existing substation to accommodate load growth. Tri-State requests the Commission waive the CPCN requirement for transmission facilities designed at 230 kV or above and find this project to be in the ordinary course of business.

· Gateway 230/115/12.47 kV Delivery Point Substation, will sectionalize the existing Boyd – Longs Peak 230 kV line and add a new 230-115 kV 90/120/150 MVA transformer. The substation is located near Loveland, Colorado.  The transformer addition is required to accommodate load growth.

· Henry Lake Substation Expansion, consists of expanding the existing 115 kV portion of the Henry Lake 230-115 kV substation.  A new 115 kV transformer and breakers will be installed, establishing a new delivery point. The substation is located in Lochbuie, Colorado.  Tri-State will ensure that this project meets noise and magnetic field level requirements as per CPUC Rules 3206(e) and (f).  The utility requests that the Commission issue a decision finding this project to be in the ordinary course of business.
· Lloyd Sisson 115 kV Delivery Point, consisting of 22-23 miles of 115 kV transmission from the existing Keota Substation to a new 115/34.5 kV delivery point.   The new delivery point is located approximately ten miles northwest of Grover, Colorado. The new substation will primarily serve load growth from existing oil and gas related loads, as well as transferred load from Wayne Child and Pine Bluffs substations.  Tri-State will ensure that this project meets noise and magnetic field level requirements as per CPUC Rules 3206(e) and (f).   The utility requests that the Commission issue a decision finding this project to be in the ordinary course of business. 

· Pierce Transmission Project, This project will add two single-circuit 115 kV lines from the Ault – Nunn Tap 115 kV line to the Pierce substation.  The substation will be located in Pierce, Colorado.  The 
new substation will serve an end use customer. Tri-State will ensure that this project meets noise and magnetic field level requirements as per CPUC Rules 3206(e) and (f). The utility requests that the Commission issue a decision finding this project to be in the ordinary course of business.
9. Commission Rules 3206(b)(II)(A) and (B) state that transmission facilities designed at 115 kV or 138 kV require a CPCN if the facilities do not meet the noise and magnetic field thresholds established in Commission rules, or if the Commission determines that the facilities are not in the ordinary course of business. Seven of the proposed projects are designed for operation at 115 kV and will be designed to be in compliance with the magnetic fields and audible noise Rules 3206(e) and 3206(f) respectively.   

10. Commission Rule 3206(d) allows utilities to request a decision that certain projects are in the ordinary course of business and do not require a CPCN. Under this rule, the utilities specifically requested the Commission find seven projects to be in the ordinary course of business and not require a CPCN.

11. Commission rules generally require a CPCN for transmission facilities designed at 230 kV or above.  The Commission will find that Public Service’s High Point Distribution Substation 230/13.8 kV project requires a CPCN application. 
12. Commission Rule 3206(b)(I) states that transmission facilities designed at 230 kV or above, even if initially operated at a lower voltage, require a CPCN application, unless the facility is a radial transmission line designed at 230 kV or above serving a single retail customer and terminating at that customer’s premises.  The Arnold Delivery Point Substation is designed at 230 kV and serves a single retail customer and terminates at the customer’s premises. The Commission will affirmatively determine this project to be in the ordinary course of business as requested by Tri-State Generation and Transmission Association, Inc.

13. Commission rules generally require a CPCN for transmission facilities designed at 230 kV or above.  The Commission may waive applicable rules and not require CPCNs for specific projects, such as the addition of 230 kV transformers or other similar equipment inside of existing substations that would otherwise require a CPCN.  Tri-State requested that the Commission rule that the Fuller Transformer T2 and the JL Green Transformer projects do not require a CPCN and provided justification for this request.  The Commission will waive Rule 3206(b)(I) for these projects and affirmatively find the Fuller Transformer T2 and the JL Green Transformer projects to be in the ordinary course of business and not require a CPCN. 
14. The Commission will rule on the remaining projects below.  
II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The following Black Hills Colorado Electric, Inc. projects are in the ordinary course of business and do not require a Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity (CPCN):

a. Desert Cove-Midway 115 kV  Line Rebuild 

b. West Station-Greenhorn 115 kV Line Rebuild
2. The following Public Service Company of Colorado projects are in the ordinary course of business and do not require a CPCN:

a. Dove Valley Distribution Substation 
b. Stock Show Distribution Substation 
3. The following Public Service Company of Colorado project requires a CPCN application:
a. High Point Distribution Substation

4. The following Tri-State Generation and Transmission Association, Inc. projects are in the ordinary course of business and do not require a CPCN:

a. Henry Lake Substation Expansion

b. Lloyd Sisson 115 kV Delivery Point 

c. Pierce Transmission Project
5. Tri-State Generation and Transmission Association, Inc.’s Arnold Delivery Point Substation project is in compliance with Commission Rule 3206(b)(I), 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-3 and is in the ordinary course of business and does not require a CPCN application.

6. Commission Rule 3206(b)(I) is waived for Tri-State Generation and Transmission Association, Inc.’s Fuller Transformer T2 Addition and JL Green 230-13.2 kV Transformer Addition projects.  These projects are in the ordinary course of business and do not require a CPCN.

7. The 20-day period provided for in § 40-6-114, C.R.S., within which to file applications for rehearing, reargument, or reconsideration begins on the first day following the effective date of this Decision.


 5.
This Decision is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING 
September 19, 2018.
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Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


FRANCES A. KONCILJA
________________________________


WENDY M. MOSER
________________________________
                                        Commissioners

CHAIRMAN JEFFREY P. ACKERMANN ABSENT.



� The Intermountain Rural Electric Association, Inc. report listed no new projects for 2018.


� Decision No. C18-0547 issued in Proceeding No. 18A-0309E on July 12, 2018, granted a CPCN for the construction of the Gateway Substation Project.
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