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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement, Findings, and Conclusions

1. On August 24, 2018, Jerry’s Valley Taxi, LLC, doing business as Valley Taxi of Glenwood Springs, LLC and/or Valley Taxi (Jerry’s Valley Taxi), filed an application for emergency temporary authority to operate as a common carrier by motor vehicle for hire.
2. Jerry’s Valley Taxi requests emergency temporary authority
 to operate as a common carrier by motor vehicle for hire as follows:

Transportation of 
passengers in taxi service: 
(I)
Between all points within a 10-mile radius of the intersection of Colorado Highway 82 and Interstate 70 in Glenwood Springs, Colorado, and between said points, on the one hand, and all points in the State of Colorado, on the other hand; and 
(II)
Between all points within a 20-mile radius of Exit 90 on Interstate 70, and between said points, on the one hand, and all points in the State of Colorado, on the other hand.  
RESTRICTIONS:

Item (I) is restricted as follows: 
(1)
Against providing any service between points in Mesa County, Colorado; 
(2)
Against providing any service from points in Mesa County, Colorado; and 
(3)
Service to Mesa County, Colorado, is restricted to transportation only to Walker Field Airport, the Greyhound Bus Station, or the Amtrak Rail Station in Grand Junction, Colorado.  
Item (II) is restricted as follows: 
(1)
Against providing service from points in Mesa County, Colorado; and 
(2)
Service to Mesa County, Colorado, is restricted to transportation only to Walker Field Airport, the Greyhound Bus Station, or the Amtrak Rail Station in Grand Junction, Colorado.

3. Jerry’s Valley Taxi currently leases Certificate No. 55723 from Michael Murrell, doing business as Valley Taxi.
  The lease of Certificate No. 55723 from Michael Murrell, doing business as Valley Taxi to Jerry’s Valley Taxi was granted by Decision No. C11-1414 on January 3, 2012, for a period beginning on September 1, 2011 and ending on August 31, 2018.  

4. Pursuant to § 40-10.1-204(1), C.R.S., the Commission is authorized to grant temporary authority when "there appears to be an immediate and urgent need to any point or within a territory having no such service capable of meeting the need."  Section 40-10.1-204(4), C.R.S., further states: "If the Commission determines that an emergency exists, it may issue temporary authority or approval at once by making specific reference in its order to the circumstances constituting the emergency, in which case no notice need be given, but any such emergency authority or approval expires no later than thirty days after it was issued."

5. Jerry’s Valley Taxi must meet a two-fold test: first, that there is an emergency need for the transportation services, and second, that there is no existing carrier capable of meeting the need.  If Jerry’s Valley Taxi fails to meet either test, the application must be denied.

6. Mr. Jerry Evert, the owner of Jerry’s Valley Taxi, provided the following statement to support this application:

The applicant [Jerry’s Valley Taxi] is operating under a lease with [an] option to buy with Valley Taxi, LLC.  A copy of the lease with option to buy is attached as Exhibit 1.  Valley Taxi is owned by Michael Murrell.  On July 2, 2018, the applicant made the last payment under the contract.  On July 31, 2018, applicant’s attorney delivered [the] completed common carrier transfer application package to Mr. Murrell for his signature.  So far Mr. Murrell has failed to sign the transfer application.  Applicant’s lease expires on August 31, 2018.  Applicant may no longer have the authority to operate after August 31, 2018.  Since 2012 applicant has increased the number of vehicles in service to seven.  Applicant has also expanded its service to Medicare/Medicaid and Worker’s Compensation patients.  If applicant’s authority expires, Glenwood Springs would lose its only taxi service and patients who are unable to attend doctor and medical specialty visits on their own would have no transportation.  To the best of applicant’s knowledge, there is no other company that is authorized to operate in Glenwood Springs.
7. Commission Staff is aware that the lease granted by Decision No. C11-1414 does expire on August 31, 2018 and that no application has been filed by Michael Murrell, doing business as Valley Taxi to transfer Certificate No. 55723 to Jerry’s Valley Taxi.

8. Therefore, the Commission finds that the support provided by Jerry’s Valley Taxi shows that there is an emergency need for the transportation services requested in this application, and there is no existing carrier capable of meeting the need.

9. The Commission also finds that Jerry’s Valley Taxi has adequate equipment and financial resources to begin immediate service within the scope of the authority sought.

10. This application for emergency temporary authority is in the public interest.

11. Jerry’s Valley Taxi is advised that the grant of an emergency temporary authority creates no presumption that either a temporary or permanent authority will be granted.

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. Jerry’s Valley Taxi, LLC, doing business as Valley Taxi of Glenwood Springs, LLC is granted emergency temporary authority to operate as a common carrier by motor vehicle for hire for a period of 30 days commencing from the Mailed Date of this Decision, with authority as set forth in the Appendix attached to this Decision.
2. Jerry’s Valley Taxi, LLC, doing business as Valley Taxi of Glenwood Springs, LLC shall not commence operations until it has complied with the requirements of Colorado laws and Commission rules, including without limitation:
(a)
causing proof of insurance (Form E or self-insurance) or surety bond (Form G) coverage to be filed with the Commission; 

(b)
paying to the Commission, the motor vehicle fee ($45) for each vehicle 
to be operated under authority granted by the Commission, or in lieu thereof, paid the fee for such vehicle(s) pursuant to the Unified Carrier Registration Agreement; 

(c)
having an effective tariff on file with the Commission.  The advice letter and tariff shall be filed on not less than one day’s notice.  The advice letter and tariff shall be filed as a new Advice Letter proceeding and shall comply with all applicable rules.  In calculating the proposed effective date, the date received at the Commission is not included in the notice period and the entire notice period must expire prior to the effective date. (Additional tariff information can be found on the Commission’s website at dora.colorado.gov/puc and by following the transportation common and contract carrier links to tariffs)]; and,

(d)
paying the applicable issuance fee ($5).
3. The 20-day time period provided by § 40-6-114(1), C.R.S., to file an application for rehearing, reargument, or reconsideration shall begin on the first day after the Commission mails or serves this Decision.

4. This Decision is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS' WEEKLY MEETING
August 29, 2018.
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Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


JEFFREY P. ACKERMANN
________________________________


FRANCES A. KONCILJA
________________________________


WENDY M. MOSER
________________________________
                                        Commissioners




� The geographic area, the type of service, and the restrictions requested in this emergency temporary application are the same as the geographic area, the type of service, and the restrictions named in Certificate No. 55723.


� Michael Murrell, doing business as Valley Taxi filed an application in Proceeding No. 11A-934CP-Lease on November 17, 2011, to lease Certificate No. 55723 to Jerry’s Valley Taxi.  The period of the lease was from September 1, 2011, through August 31, 2018.  The lease was granted by Decision No. C11-1414 on January 3, 2012.
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