Before the Public Utilities Commission of the State of Colorado

Decision No. C18-0685
PROCEEDING No. 18A-0498E

C18-0685Decision No. C18-0685
BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

PROCEEDING18A-0498E NO. 18A-0498E
IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION OF BLACK HILLS COLORADO ELECTRIC, INC. FOR COMMISSION APPROVAL OF A THIRD-PARTY ADMINISTRATOR FOR ITS MEDICAL EXEMPTION PROGRAM AND MOTION FOR VARIANCE OF COMMISSION RULE 3413(C) AND FOR EXPEDITED TREATMENT, AND FOR AMENDMENTS TO ITS MEDICAL EXEMPTION RATE TARIFF SHEETS.
COMMISSION DECISION GRANTING
TEMPORARY WAIVER AND 
APPROVING A THIRD-PARTY ADMINISTRATOR
Mailed Date:  
August 17, 2018
Adopted Date:  
August 15, 2018

I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. On July 27, 2018, Black Hills Colorado Electric, Inc. (Black Hills or the Company), filed an application for approval of a third-party administrator for the Company’s medical exemption program and a motion for a variance of Rule 3412(c), of the Commission’s Rules Regulating Electric Utilities, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations (CCR) 723-3.
2. The Company also requested a shortened notice and intervention period of ten days and a waiver of response time to the request. On August 1, 2018, the Commission granted the Company’s request in Decision No. C18-0622-I. This Decision served as notice to all interested persons, firms, and corporations.   No petition to intervene or notice of intervention has been filed, and thus the application is uncontested.  Accordingly, the application will be determined without a formal hearing in accordance with § 40-6-109(5), C.R.S., and Rule 1403, 4 CCR 723-1 of the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure.
B. Findings of Fact

3. Rule 3413(c) is for certification of medical conditions and/or use of essential life support equipment by each specific eligible customer. The Company’s proposed tariff reflects compliance with this rule on proposed Sheet 7A attached to the application. The certification per Rule is valid for one year; however, Black Hills requests approval of certification from the eligible customer every three years. Customers enrolling in Black Hills medical exemption will have chronic conditions such as multiple sclerosis, epilepsy, quadriplegia, or paraplegia; or terminal conditions. The Company states there is no purpose served by requiring these customers and physicians to provide paper work every year. The Commission finds that good cause has been shown to allow Black Hills the variance of applicable Commission Rules in this instance. 

4. Rules 3413(e) and (f) allow for the Commission to approve a third party to administer a utility’s medical exemption program. Black Hills seeks approval of Colorado Chronic Care Collaborative (CCC). CCC will verify activities under Rules 3413(e) and (f) and process attestations under Rule 3413(c). CCC has been administering Public Service Company of Colorado’s medical exemption rate plan and Black Hills states it is qualified to administer their plan. The Commission finds good cause is shown to allow CCC as Black Hills’ third party administrator.

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The application of Black Hills Colorado Electric, Inc. (Black Hills or the Company), for approval of a third-party administrator for the Company’s medical exemption program and a motion for a variance of Rule 3412(c), of the Commission’s Rules Regulating Electric Utilities, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-3 is granted.

2. Black Hills is authorized to file in a new Proceeding, on less than two days’ notice, the tariffs attached as Appendix A and made a part of this Decision.

3. The 20-day time period provided by § 40-6-114(1), C.R.S., to file an application for rehearing, reargument, or reconsideration shall begin on the first day after the Commission mails this Decision.
4. This Decision is effective on its Mailed Date.
B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS' WEEKLY MEETING
August 15, 2018.
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