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I. Statement
1. On February 1, 2018, by Decision No. C18-0075, the Commission opened Proceeding No. 18M-0074EG to commence the Commission’s consideration of the impacts of the 2017 Tax Cuts and Jobs Act (TCJA) on the revenue requirements and rates of all Colorado investor-owned electric and natural gas utilities.  

2. On June 22, 2018, the Commission issued Decision No. C18-0493-I, bifurcating Proceeding No. 18M-0074EG (Statewide TCJA Proceeding) for the purpose of further consideration of the Revised Stipulation and Settlement Agreement Regarding Incorporating TCJA Impacts into Public Service’s Rates (TCJA Settlement) filed on April 27, 2018 by Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service), Staff of the Commission (Staff), and the Office of Consumer Counsel (OCC).  
3. On June 22, 2018, the Commission issued Decision No. C18-0494, opening the instant proceeding and referring the matter to an administrative law judge (ALJ) for the issuance of a recommended decision.  The ALJ was directed to address whether approval of the TCJA Settlement is in the public interest
4. Decision No. C18-0494 joined Public Service, Staff, and the OCC as parties to this proceeding.

5. Decision No. C18-0494 established a notice and intervention period through July 6, 2018.

6. By Decision No. R18-0574-I on July 20, 2018, the following parties were granted intervenor status in the proceeding: Energy Outreach Colorado (EOC), Colorado Energy Consumers (CEC), Climax Molybdenum Company (Climax), Wal-Mart Stores, Inc. and Sam’s West, Inc. (Walmart), and the International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers, Local No. 111 (Local 111).  Specifically, the undersigned ALJ found good cause shown to grant Local 111’s Petition to Intervene Out of Time.  The ALJ further found good cause to allow the interventions of EOC, CEC, Climax, Walmart, and Local 111.

7. In Decision No. C18-0494 opening this proceeding and referring the matter to an ALJ, the Commission noted the narrow scope of the proceeding. Specifically, the Commission directed the ALJ to consider only whether approval of the terms of the TCJA Settlement is in the public interest and to address only the merits of the TCJA Settlement.  No alternative plans for implementing refunds resulting from the TCJA would be considered in this proceeding.
  

8. The Commission also directed the ALJ to conduct the hearing expeditiously.  To accomplish this, by Decision No. R18-0574-I, the ALJ ordered the following procedural schedule:
Testimony Filed




August 24, 2018

One-Day Hearing




September 18, 2018

Post-Hearing Statements of Position


October 1, 2018

9. On August 24, 2018, Public Service, Staff, and the OCC (collectively, the Settling Parties) filed a Joint Response to the Administrative Law Judge Questions in Attachment B of Interim Decision No. R18-0574-I.  
10. On the same date, Staff filed Answer Testimony and Attachments of Staff Witness Fiona D. Sigalla.
11. On August 27, 2018, Nondisclosure Agreement for CEC was filed.  

12. Having reviewed the Settling Parties’ Joint Response to the Administrative Law Judge Questions in Attachment B of Interim Decision No. R18-0574-I filed on August 24, 2018, and having reviewed the Answer Testimony and Attachments of Staff Witness Fiona D. Sigalla filed on the same date, the undersigned ALJ finds that a hearing is not necessary in this proceeding.  Accordingly, the hearing set for September 18, 2018, shall be vacated.  A recommended decision on the merits will follow.

II. ORDER

A. It Is Ordered That:

1. The hearing scheduled for September 18, 2018, at 9:00 a.m., is vacated.
2. A recommended decision will be issued at a later date.
3. This Decision is effective immediately.
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Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


ROBERT I. GARVEY
________________________________
                     Administrative Law Judge




�  Decision No. C18-0494, Ordering Paragraph 3


�  Decision No. C18-0494, Ordering Paragraphs 4 and 5


� Decision No. C18-0494, ¶ 18.
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