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I. STATEMENT
A. Background

1. On April 2, 2018, Rocky Mountain Natural Gas, doing business as Black Hills Energy (RMNG) filed its 2017 System Safety and Integrity (SSIR) Annual Report.  The SSIR is a rate adjustment mechanism that allows RMNG to track and recover the costs associated with natural gas pipeline system integrity programs.

2. On July 2, 2018, Staff of the Public Utilities Commission (Staff) filed its Challenges to Activities and Costs Contained in RMNG’s SSIR 2017 Annual Report (Staff’s Challenge) and requested a hearing.  Staff stated that its “concerns about RMNG’s April 2, 2018 SSIR Annual Report focus primarily on the absence of sufficient transparency, or lack of sufficient data to make a determination that [RMNG’s] costs are justified and reasonable.”
  Staff requested a hearing in accordance with the procedures set forth in RMNG’s PUC No. 4 Tariff at ¶ 24.2(b).  
3. On July 12, 2018, the Commission issued Decision No. C18-0549-I in which it referred this matter to an Administrative Law Judge (ALJ).  The matter was subsequently assigned to the undersigned ALJ. 

4. On July 27, 2018, the ALJ issued Decision No. R18-0605-I that set a prehearing conference for August 7, 2018 at 1:30 p.m. 

5. On August 6, 2018, Staff filed a Notice of Withdrawal of Request for Hearing (Notice) and an Unopposed Motion to Vacate Prehearing Conference and for a Waiver of Response Time to the Motion (Unopposed Motion).  In the Notice, Staff stated that “[a]fter further consideration and investigation of the issues identified in its request for hearing as well as cooperative discussions with [] personnel [of RMNG], Staff no longer wishes to pursue its challenges to projects and costs of projects contained in [RMNG’s] April 2, 2018 Annual Report.”
  In the Unopposed Motion, Staff stated that RMNG does not oppose Staff’s request to vacate the prehearing conference and, for that reason, requested that response time to the Unopposed Motion be waived.     

B. Analysis

6. Staff has established good cause to grant the Unopposed Motion.  Staff’s concerns about the SSIR Annual Report have been alleviated through further investigation and discussions with RMNG and, consequently, Staff has withdrawn its request for a hearing.  For this reason, there is no reason to hold a prehearing conference.  
II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The Notice of Withdrawal of Request for Hearing filed by Staff of the Public Utilities Commission (Staff) on August 6, 2018 is noted.  

2. The Unopposed Motion to Vacate Prehearing Conference and for a Waiver of Response Time to the Motion (Unopposed Motion) filed by Staff on August 6, 2018 is granted.  

3. Response time to the Unopposed Motion is waived.  

4. The prehearing conference scheduled for August 7, 2018 at 1:30 p.m. is vacated.  
5. Proceeding No. 16AL-0842G is closed.  

6. This Recommended Decision shall be effective on the day it becomes the Decision of the Commission, if that is the case, and is entered as of the date above.

a. If no exceptions are filed within 20 days after service or within any extended period of time authorized, or unless the decision is stayed by the Commission upon its own motion, the recommended decision shall become the decision of the Commission and subject to the provisions of § 40-6-114, C.R.S.  

b. If a party seeks to amend, modify, annul, or reverse basic findings of fact in its exceptions, that party must request and pay for a transcript to be filed, or the parties may stipulate to portions of the transcript according to the procedure stated in § 40-6-113, C.R.S.  If no transcript or stipulation is filed, the Commission is bound by the facts set out by the administrative law judge and the parties cannot challenge these facts.  This will limit what the Commission can review if exceptions are filed.  

7. If exceptions to this Recommended Decision are filed, they shall not exceed 30 pages in length, unless the Commission for good cause shown permits this limit to be exceeded.
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