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I. STATEMENT
1. On February 1, 2018, Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service), Black Hills/Colorado Electric Utility Company (Black Hills), and Tri-State Generation and Transmission Association, Inc. (Tri-State) jointly filed a biennial transmission plan under Rules 3625 to 3627 of the Rules Regulating Electric Utilities, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-3 (Transmission Planning Rules).

2. The procedural history of the above-captioned proceeding is set forth in Decision No. C18-0145-I and is repeated here as necessary to put this Decision into context.
3. By Decision No. C18-0145-I (mailed on February 27, 2018), the Commission set a schedule for interested persons to file comments on the Joint 10-Year Transmission Plan (Transmission Plan) and 20-Year Conceptual Scenario Report filed by Public Service, Black Hills, and Tri-State (the Utilities) in this Proceeding, and the related energy resource zone reports submitted by Black Hills and Public Service pursuant to § 40-2-126(2), C.R.S., which were filed within the Transmission Plan pursuant to the Transmission Planning Rules.  Initial comments were due no later than April 4, 2018.  Responsive comments were due no later than May 2, 2018.  
4. Decision No. C18-0145-I also referred this matter to an Administrative Law Judge (ALJ).  The undersigned ALJ was assigned to preside over this Proceeding.  

5. A review of the Commission’s files in this Proceeding reveals that only two public comments (by the same person) were filed by April 4, 2018, and that no other interested persons filed initial comments.  No responsive comments were filed.  
6. The ALJ will conduct a Roundtable Workshop on the Joint 10-Year Transmission Plan and 20-Year Conceptual Scenario Report filed by the Utilities and on the related energy resource zone reports submitted by Black Hills and Public Service, which were filed within the Transmission Plan.  The Roundtable Workshop will be on the record.  
7. Generally, the Roundtable Workshop will explore the adequacy of the Utilities’ filed Transmission Plan and 20-Year Conceptual Scenario Report, as well as the process used in formulating them.  The Utilities should be prepared to discuss, and will be expected to demonstrate to the ALJ, their compliance with Rule 3627 and the adequacy of the existing and planned transmission facilities in Colorado to meet the present and future energy needs in a reliable manner.  Specific questions, concerns, or comments from the ALJ will be presented in a subsequent Interim Decision to be issued prior to the Roundtable Workshop.  
II. ORDER
A. It Is Ordered That:  
1. A Roundtable Workshop in this Proceeding is scheduled as follows:  

DATE:

June 14, 2018 

TIME:

1:30 p.m.  

PLACE:
Commission Hearing Room
 

1560 Broadway, Suite 250
 

Denver, Colorado

2. At the above date, time, and place interested persons will be given the opportunity to participate, if they so desire.

3. This Decision is effective immediately.  
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Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


STEVEN H. DENMAN
________________________________
                   Administrative Law Judge
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