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I. statement

A. Relevant Background

1. The procedural history of this proceeding is summarized in Interim Decision Nos. R17-0663-I
 and R17-0723-I.
  The procedural history that is relevant to this Interim Decision is included below.  

The hearing in this proceeding took place on December 11 through 15, and 18, 2017.  At the end of the hearing, the undersigned Administrative Law Judge (ALJ) closed the evidentiary record.  After closing the administrative record, counsel for the Office of Consumer Counsel (OCC) raised the possibility of reopening the administrative record in the event the federal tax laws changed in a way that materially impacts this proceeding.  During the hearing, 

2. numerous news reports addressed the then-pending legislation before Congress that addressed the nation’s tax laws.  However, by the end of the hearing, the legislation had not become law.  The undersigned ALJ responded that if any tax legislation became law that will have a material impact on the outcome of this proceeding, any party could file a motion stating as much and requesting relief.      

3. On December 22, 2017, President Trump signed into law the Federal Tax Cuts and Job Act (TCJA).  Among other things, the TCJA reduces the federal corporate tax rate from 35 percent to 21 percent on January 1, 2018.  

4. On December 22, 2017, the OCC filed a Motion to Reopen Evidentiary Record, Vacate the Date to File Statements of Position, and Establish Procedural Schedule (Motion).  
5. On January 5, 2018, Public Service Company of Colorado (PSCo) and Atmos Energy Corporation filed separate responses to the Motion.  Both oppose the Motion.

6. On January 11, 2018, the undersigned ALJ issued Decision No. R18-0036-I scheduling oral argument on the Motion for January 22, 2018 at 1:30 p.m.

7. On January 19, 2018, PSCo and Staff of the Colorado Public Utilities Commission (Staff) filed a Joint Motion for Approval of Settlement Agreement (Joint Motion).  In the Joint Motion, PSCo and Staff make a proposal for how to address the impacts of the TCJA on the revenue requirement and the rates proposed in this proceeding. 

8. Later on January 19, 2018, the OCC filed a Preliminary Response to the Joint Motion (Preliminary Response).  In it, the OCC requested, among other things, that response time to the Joint Motion be shortened to January 25, 2018. 

9. On January 22, 2018 at 1:30 p.m., the undersigned ALJ convened the oral argument on the Motion.  During the oral argument, the undersigned ALJ granted the OCC’s request made in the Preliminary Response and reiterated at the oral argument to shorten response time to the Joint Motion to January 25, 2018.  The undersigned ALJ stated that a written decision would follow.   

B. Analysis

10. Given the advanced stage of this proceeding, there is good cause to shorten the response time to the Joint Motion.  Accordingly, the response time to the Joint Motion shall be shortened to January 25, 2018.  
II. ORDER

A. It Is Ordered That:

1. For the reasons stated above, the request by the Office of Consumer Counsel made in its Preliminary Response to the Joint Motion for Approval of Settlement Agreement to shorten response time to the Joint Motion for Approval of Settlement Agreement (Joint Motion) is granted.  Response time to the Joint Motion is shortened to January 25, 2018.  

2. This Decision is effective immediately.
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Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


CONOR F. FARLEY
________________________________
                     Administrative Law Judge




� Decision No. R17-0663- I was issued in this proceeding on August 15, 2017.


� Decision No. R17-0723- I was issued in this proceeding on September 1, 2017.
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