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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement
1. By this Decision, we grant the motion filed by the Regional Transportation District (RTD) on July 26, 2018, seeking to amend its application for the 60th Avenue crossing along RTD’s G-Line commuter rail corridor to modify the approved total programmed warning time at the crossing.

B. Background

2. On August 7, 2013, RTD submitted an application to install an at-grade crossing at 60th Avenue in Adams County (Application). By Decision No. C13-1283, issued October 15, 2013, the Commission granted the Application.

3. On July 26, 2018, RTD filed an Unopposed Motion to Permit Amendment to Application, seeking to correct the programmed warning time at the crossing (Motion). RTD states there are no other parties to this proceeding and the Motion is unopposed. 

C. Findings and Conclusions

4. RTD proposes to modify the approved 16 seconds of clearance time and 41 seconds total programmed warning time, to 1 second of clearance time and 26 seconds total programmed warning time. These modifications are shown in Exhibit F (REV1)-System Design, sheet 3 of 3, attached to the Motion. RTD requests the Commission replace original Exhibit F, sheet 3 of 3 to the Application, with this Exhibit F (REV1), sheet 3 of 3, in order to reduce the approved total programmed warning time at the crossing from 41 to 26 seconds.
5. RTD explains the original 16-second clearance time resulted from a design assumption that the south gate would be perpendicular to the commuter rail tracks. RTD states that because of concerns of traffic entering the crossing from a business south of the crossing, the south gate was instead installed parallel to the tracks. RTD explains this parallel position reduces the crossing’s clearance distance, which in turn reduces the clearance time from 16 seconds to 1 second, thus reducing the total programmed warning time from 41 seconds to 26 seconds. RTD states the shorter programmed warning time will leave only what time is necessary for the gates to be open at the crossing and is appropriate for the crossing’s dimensions and configuration.

6. We have reviewed the proposed changes described in the Motion and shown in Exhibit F (REV1), sheet 3 of 3, and will grant the Motion. The time for response has expired, thereby RTD’s request to waive response time is moot.
7. We note that Exhibit F (REV1), sheet 3 of 3 attached to the Motion, appears to contain modifications relating to Wireless Crossing Activation Buffer Time (WCABT). For clarity, we note that we made a limited finding in our Decision No. C18-0281, issued April 25, 2018. We did not unconditionally approve use of the WCABT but rather found it in the public interest to allow further relief for RTD to use the WCABT for A-Line and G-Line crossings. Specifically, we stated that, assuming the Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) grants a similar waiver for the G-Line as it did for the A-Line, we do not object to the relief provided by FRA and will allow the conditions placed on RTD by FRA within the waiver to be used for RTD to certify operations at the G-Line crossings.

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The Unopposed Motion to Permit Amendment to Application filed by the Regional Transportation District on July 26, 2018 (Motion), is granted.

2. Exhibit F-System Design, sheet 3 of 3, is replaced with Exhibit F (REV1), sheet 3 of 3, attached to the Motion, consistent with the discussion above.

3. The 20-day period provided for in § 40-6-114, C.R.S., within which to file applications for rehearing, reargument, or reconsideration, begins on the first day following the effective date of this Decision.

4. This Decision is effective on its Mailed Date.
B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
August 15, 2018.
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