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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement, Findings, and Conclusions

1. On August 13, 2018, Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service or Company) filed an Unopposed Procedural Schedule Including Discovery Provisions (Procedural Filing).
2. Being duly advised, we approve the proposed procedural schedule with modification as discussed below, approve the proposed discovery and confidentiality procedures, and vacate the prehearing conference set for August 15, 2018.

B. Background:

3. On June 27, 2018, Public Service filed an Application to Extend its Pipeline System Integrity Adjustment through 2020, and to terminate it no later than 2024 (Application).

4. In Decision No. C18-0631-I mailed August 2, 2018, we deemed the Application complete, set the Application for hearing before the Commission en banc, set a prehearing conference for August 15, 2018 at 10:30 a.m., and required Public Service to confer with parties and file a proposed procedural schedule by August 13, 2018.
C. Procedural Filing

5. Public Service states that all parties in the proceeding agree to the following proposed schedule. The parties include Public Service, Commission Staff (Staff), and the Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel (OCC) (collectively Parties)  

	Direct Testimony – Public Service
	June 27, 2018

	Application Deemed Complete
	August [2], 2018


	Answer Testimony – Staff & OCC
	October 3, 2018

	Rebuttal Testimony – Public Service
	October 17, 2018

	Cross-Answer Testimony – Staff and OCC
	

	Corrected Testimony
	October 23, 2018

	Prehearing Motions
	

	Settlement Agreement
	

	Matrix of Witness Appearances and 
Cross-Examination Times
	October 25, 2018

	Evidentiary Hearing
	October 29, 2018

	Statements of Positions
	November 8, 2018

	Final Commission Decision (120 Days)
	November [30], 2018


6. With respect to discovery, the Procedural Filing proposes the following modifications to the discovery rules provided in Commission Rule 1405 (4 Code of Colorado Regulations (CCR) 723-1-1405) of the Rules of Practice and Procedure:
First, the Parties agree that service of discovery requests after 3:00 p.m. Mountain Time on a Friday, the day before a Colorado State holiday, or on days on which the Commission is not open for business (i.e., Saturday, Sunday, and a Colorado holiday), will be deemed served on the next business day. This modification is appropriate as it does not penalize the Party receiving discovery requests on such days described above by counting non-business days (such as weekends or holidays) against response times. 

Second, the Parties agree to provide workpapers supporting Answer or Rebuttal Testimony within three business days of the Testimony filing. 

Third, the Parties agree to service of discovery through electronic mail. As appropriate, and depending on the volume of data, the Parties also agree that Public Service may provide access to a link to an external SharePoint site that will provide Public Service’s electronic versions of discovery responses. This modification is appropriate because it maximizes the time Parties are allowed to respond to discovery and promotes efficiency and cost savings. 

Fourth, the Parties agree to provide all responses to an individual set of discovery in a single, combined document and, in the event that all responses to an individual set of discovery are not available on the due date, the Company will also provide the available responses in a single document on the due date. This modification is appropriate because it promotes efficiency, as it will be less time consuming for Parties to open one document verses multiple documents when reviewing responses. 

Fifth, the Parties agree that all highly confidential and confidential discovery responses (and any requests containing confidential or highly confidential information) will be served only on Parties that have executed the appropriate non-disclosure agreements, and all non-confidential requests and responses will be served on all Parties. This modification is appropriate because it also promotes efficiency as it may reduce duplicative discovery requests. 

Sixth, the Parties agree to serve non-confidential discovery responses on all Parties in the proceeding. This modification is appropriate because it promotes efficiency as it may reduce duplicative discovery requests. 

Except for the agreed upon modifications, and pending Commission approval of such modifications, Rule 4 CCR 723-1-1405 will govern discovery in this matter. Discovery refers to and includes discovery requests, data requests, and Staff audit requests. 

7. With respect to confidential and highly confidential information, the Procedural Filing proposes the following:

Unless modified by the Commission, the Parties agree that Rules 4 CCR 
723-1-1100 and 723-1-1101 govern the treatment of confidential information (i.e., information claimed to be confidential) and information for which extraordinary protection is sought. 

Rules 4 CCR 723-1-1101(b) and 723-1-1101(d) specify the process by which information is designated as highly confidential and extraordinary protection is granted to that highly confidential information. Pursuant to these rules, the Parties agree that any Party that claims that information is highly confidential will file an appropriate motion in this proceeding to obtain a ruling that the information is highly confidential and a ruling on the extraordinary protection to be afforded to that highly confidential information. 

D. Discussion
8. We find that the proposed procedural schedule is reasonable, except for the proposed Commission decision within the statutory 120-day deadline. 

9. We find that additional time is required for the Commission to issue a decision, and we extend the statutory deadline by an additional 90 days, until February 28, 2019.  However, we understand that the Company and parties intend to complete this proceeding and have a Commission Decision in time to allow compliance tariffs to be filed and go into effect on January 1, 2019.  Therefore, we will endeavor to issue a Commission decision in time to allow compliance tariffs to be filed and go into effect on January 1, 2019, prior to the expiration of the 210-day deadline of February 28, 2019.
10. We also find that the proposed discovery and confidentiality procedures are reasonable.
II. ORDER
A. It Is Ordered That:
1. The Unopposed Procedural Schedule Including Discovery Provisions, filed on August 13, 2018 by Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service) is approved in part, consistent with the above discussion.
2. The following procedural schedule is adopted, consistent with the above discussion.

	Direct Testimony – Public Service
	June 27, 2018

	Answer Testimony – Staff & OCC
	October 3, 2018

	Rebuttal Testimony – Public Service
	October 17, 2018

	Cross-Answer Testimony – Staff and OCC
	

	Corrected Testimony
	October 23, 2018

	Prehearing Motions
	

	Settlement Agreement
	

	Matrix of Witness Appearances and 
Cross-Examination Times
	October 25, 2018

	Evidentiary Hearing
	October 29, 2018

	Statements of Positions
	November 8, 2018


3. A hearing will be held as follows:

DATE:

October 29, 2018

TIME:

9:00 a.m.

PLACE:
Commission Hearing Room
 

1560 Broadway, Suite 250
 

Denver, Colorado

4. The proposed discovery and confidentiality procedures as listed above are adopted.

5. The Prehearing conference set for August 15, 2018 is vacated.

6. This Decision is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING 
August 15, 2018.
	(S E A L)
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Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


JEFFREY P. ACKERMANN
________________________________


FRANCES A. KONCILJA
________________________________
                                        Commissioners

COMMISSIONER WENDY M. MOSER ABSENT.



� The Procedural filing lists the Application Deemed Complete on August 1, 2018, but Decision �No. C18-0631-I which deemed the Application complete was mailed on August 2, 2018.  Therefore, the 120-day period for a Commission decision ends on November 30, 2018.


� Because Public Service filed its Application on June 27, 2018 with testimony and exhibits, the deadline for the Commission to issue a decision is November 30, 2018, which is 120 days after the date on which the Commission deemed the Application complete pursuant to § 40-6-109.5, C.R.S., by Decision No. C18-0631-I mailed August 2, 2018.   However, § 40-6-109.5(1), C.R.S., permits the Commission to extend the statutory deadline up to 90 days “[i]f the Commission finds that additional time is required.”
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