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I. by the commission

A. Statement
1. On May 17, 2018, Tri-State Generation and Transmission, Inc. (Tri-State or Company) filed an application (Application) requesting that the Colorado Public Utilities Commission (Commission) grant the Company a Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity (CPCN) to construct the Gateway Transmission Project (Project) in accordance with § 40-5-101, C.R.S. et seq.; Rule 1303 of the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations (CCR) 723-1; and Rules 3002, 3102, and 3206 of the Commission’s Rules Regulating Electric Utilities 4 CCR 723-3.

2. Tri-State witnesses Mr. H. Steven Gray, Mr. Grant D. Lehman, Dr. Robert L. Pearson, and Mr. Christopher E. Pink submitted testimony in this proceeding.  
3. The Company requests, among other items, that the Commission grant Tri-State a CPCN for the Gateway Transmission Project; find that the 115 kV transmission facilities to be constructed in conjunction with the Project are in the ordinary course of business and do 
not require a CPCN or, in the alternative, grant a CPCN for such facilities; consistent with Rule 3206(e), make specific findings that the expected maximum level of magnetic fields that could be experienced under design conditions at the edge of the Project's property boundaries and transmission line rights-of-way, at a location one meter above the ground, are 150 mG or less and are, therefore, reasonable and need not be mitigated to a lower level; and consistent with Rule 3206(f), make specific findings that the projected level of audible noise radiating beyond the Project's property lines and transmission line rights-of-way at a distance of 25 feet are less than 50 db(A) and are, therefore, reasonable and need not be mitigated to a lower level.

4.  Poudre Valley Rural Electric Association (PVREA), one of Tri-State’s Member Systems, is experiencing native load growth on its system in northern Weld County. In order to serve this load growth, Tri-State and PVREA are planning to build the Project. The Project is needed to facilitate service by Tri-State’s Member System to the identified and forecasted distribution loads in PVREA’s service territory. It is also expected to increase system reliability for PVREA and Public Service Company of Colorado, and for Tri-State’s existing loads.

5. The Project consists of a new 230/115/12.47 kV substation (Gateway Substation or Substation) consisting of 230 kV and 115 kV circuit breakers configured in such a way to be expandable, and a 150 MVA transformer.
  

The Substation will be located adjacent to the existing Platte River Power Authority (PRPA) Boyd – Longs Peak 230 kV transmission line, which will run through Gateway Substation.  PRPA will be responsible for sectionalizing its line to serve Gateway 

6. Substation, and will also construct the 230 kV transmission spans that are necessary to connect the Substation to the line. The planned PRPA facilities will be designed, constructed, and owned by PRPA. Since Tri-State will not own or control the PRPA transmission facilities, 
the PRPA 230 kV facilities associated with this project are not part of Tri-State’s CPCN request.  
7. As a part of the Project, Tri-State proposes to construct 115 kV transmission facilities to provide a second source for Gateway Substation and to serve the forecasted load in the Project area. Specifically, Tri-State plans to construct a short 115 kV transmission line to interconnect with Tri-State’s existing Boyd – Lone Tree 115 kV transmission line. Tri-State considers the 115 kV facilities to be in the ordinary course of business pursuant to Commission rules, but requests an affirmative ordinary course of business determination by the Commission for those facilities.

8. This Project requires no new transmission lines to be built, and the 230 kV to 115 kV interconnection, as well as the Gateway 12.47 kV distribution substation, will be constructed on a single portion of property and within the same fence line.  The estimated total cost of the Project is $16.2 million.  

9. Commission Rules 3206 (e) and (f) address magnetic fields and noise respectively.
10. The magnetic fields from the energized conductors in the Substation were modeled using a three-dimensional magnetic field model prepared by Southern California Edison Company.  The magnetic fields from the 115 kV transmission tie lines were also modeled, using the Bonneville Power Administration Corona 3 program.  The results of the modeling indicated that the level of magnetic fields at the edge of the right-of-way from the substation transformers and 115 kV transmission lines will be well below the 150 mG deemed reasonable by Commission rules.
11. The audible noise from the substation transformers was predicted using the Cadna/A® noise model.  The audible noise from the 115 kV transmission tie lines was predicted using the Corona 3 model from the Bonneville Power Administration of the U.S. Department of Energy.  The results of the models show that the level of noise 25 feet from the property line and right-of-way boundary for all operating conditions will be less than 45 dB(A), less than the Commission residential limit of 50 dB(A). 
12. The CPCN Application contains all of the information required by Commission Rules of Practice and Procedure, 4 CCR 723-1-1303(b) and was automatically deemed complete on July 3, 2018.
13. The Application is unopposed. The Commission will determine this matter without a formal hearing under § 40-6-109(5), C.R.S., and Rule 1403, Commission Rules of Practice and Procedure, 4 CCR 723-1.
14. The Commission has reviewed the CPCN Application filed by Tri-State and finds that the proposed Project is needed to serve load growth and for reliability purposes.  The magnetic field values and audible noise values for the initial build-out presented in the studies referenced above meet the conditions of the Commission Rules as explained above.  The Commission will grant the Application without a hearing.
II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The Application filed on May 17, 2018 by Tri-State Generation and Transmission, Inc. for a Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity for the construction of the Gateway Transmission Project is granted without a hearing.

2. The 115 kV transmission facilities to be constructed by Tri-State Generation and Transmission, Inc. for the Gateway Transmission Project are in the ordinary course of business and do not require a Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity. 
3. The magnetic field values and audible noise values for the Gateway Transmission Project meet the conditions of the Commission Rules Regulating Electric Utilities 4 Code of Colorado Regulations (CCR) 723-3-3206(e)(III) and 4 CCR 723-3-3206(f)(III) and are deemed reasonable and therefore need not be mitigated to a lower level.

4. The 20-day period provided for in § 40-6-114, C.R.S., within in which to file applications for rehearing, reargument, or reconsideration begins on the first day following the effective date of this Decision.  

5. This Decision is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
July 11, 2018.
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� An electric one-line diagram of Gateway Substation and associated transmission facilities were filed as Exhibit H and Attachment CEP-2.
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