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I. BY THE COMMISSION
A. Statement
1. This proceeding is an administrative proceeding for the purpose of collecting information on the activities of the Mountain West Transmission Group (MWTG).  Through this Decision, we set a comment deadline for participants, including without limitation Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service) and Black Hills Corporation (Black Hills), of June 29, 2018, consistent with the discussion below.

B. Discussion

2. On September 16, 2016, Public Service filed a Response to Commission Decision No. C16-0817-I in Proceeding No. 16A-0396E.
  At that time, Public Service explained that the MWTG is a group of seven electric utilities that came together to evaluate the development of a regional open access transmission tariff and to evaluate potential participation in a regional transmission organization (RTO).
  

3. Through Decision No. C16-1002, issued October 31, 2016, we opened this proceeding to serve as a repository for general information, research, and meeting activities related to the activities of the MWTG.  The proceeding is governed by the “Permit, but Disclose” process pursuant to Rule 1111 of the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-1.

4. Since opening the proceeding in 2016, the Commission has held multiple, public Commissioner Information Meetings (CIMs), and the proceeding has remained a repository for participant and stakeholder comments, related reports, and information regarding the MWTG.  Stakeholders, in addition to the Commission itself, submitted informational documents, including press releases and CIM materials.  Submitted documents are publicly available within this proceeding.

5. Included among these submissions is a press release indicating that, on April 20, 2018, Public Service announced that it is “ending its participation in the [MWTG] and in related efforts to form a [RTO] in the Rocky Mountain West.”
 

C. Findings and Conclusions

We seek comment from participant stakeholders.  Participants, including Public Service and Black Hills, should include relevant updates on their participation in MWTG, as 

6. appropriate, to assist the Commission in considering whether to close this repository proceeding.  Comments are due no later than June 29, 2018.
7. After comments are filed, the Commission will consider whether to close this proceeding.  Commenters may include information or suggestions they find relevant, relating to potentially closing this proceeding, but also including any other area of interest regarding the MWTG. 
II. ORDER

A. It Is Ordered That:

1. Comments from interested participants are requested in this proceeding no later than 5:00 p.m., June 29, 2018, consistent with the discussion above.

2. This Decision is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
June 7, 2018.
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� Decision No. C16-0817-I, issued September 2, 2016, Proceeding No. 16A-0396E (requiring response from Public Service).


� In addition to Public Service, the MWTG includes Black Hills, Tri-State Generation and Transmission Association, Inc., Western Area Power Administration, Platte River Power Authority, Basin Electric Power Cooperative, and Colorado Springs Utilities.


� Xcel Energy to End Participation in MWTG, RTO Effort, filed in 16I-0816E on May 2, 2018. 
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