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I. by the commission

A. Statement
1. On March 30, 2018, Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service or Company) filed an application (Application) requesting that the Colorado Public Utilities Commission (Commission) grant the Company a Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity (CPCN) to construct the Titan Distribution Substation Project (Project or Titan Substation) in accordance with § 40-5-101, C.R.S. et seq.; Rule 1303 of the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations (CCR) 723-1; and Rules 3102, 3106, and 3206 of the Commission’s Rules Regulating Electric Utilities, 4 CCR 723-3.

2. Company witness Mr. Chad S. Nickell submitted testimony in this proceeding on March 30, 2018.  
3. The Application was not contested. 
4. The Company requests approval of this CPCN to serve approximately 55 Mega Volt Ampere (MVA) of new load growth from the Sterling Ranch and Shea Home residential developments in Douglas County, Colorado, and to address reliability concerns in the area by providing back-up and load transfer capability to nearby Martin, Marcy, and Santa Fe Substations.  Additionally, the Project will position the Company to serve a proposed expansion of the Lockheed Martin Aerospace Waterton Canyon campus, although the Company did not have a specific load projection for this facility at the time the Application was filed.  
5. The Titan Substation will be located in the Sterling Ranch area of Douglas County, Colorado.  It will be built immediately adjacent to the existing Waterton Substation and will not require the construction of new transmission lines but will require the construction of short transmission tap lines from the existing transmission line into the proposed substation.  

6. The Project will initially include a single 50 MVA distribution transformer and switchgear for five, 13.8 kV distribution feeders. The Titan Substation will be designed to accommodate up to 3, 50 MVA transformers and allow for a total of 15 new distribution feeders, to be installed as the need arises. The Titan Substation will be energized by constructing a 
200-foot segment of 230 kV transmission tap line, which will interconnect with the Company’s nearby 230 kV Daniels Park-Waterton transmission line. 

7. The estimated total cost of the Project, not including land costs, is $19.9 million.  The Company’s estimated cost to acquire the necessary land rights is found in Confidential Attachment CSN-6, filed in this proceeding.  The Company is not requesting accounting treatment of the project costs.  The Project is scheduled to begin construction in early 2021 and expects the facility to be in service by the end of 2022.
8. Commission Rules 3206 (e) and (f) address magnetic fields and noise respectively.    The audible noise and electric and magnetic fields from the Project were predicted using the Cadna/A® noise model.  
9. The analysis predicted the noise to be less than the Commission residential limit of 50 dB(A) at a distance of 25 feet from the property line, with the exception of the portion of the southern property line that is directly south of existing Waterton Substation.  At 25 feet beyond the southern property line, directly south of Waterton Substation, the modeled noise level is 55 dB(A), the level deemed reasonable by Commission rules for commercial areas.
10. The Project will be adjacent to land that is mixed zoning, including land that is zoned for agricultural and open space conservation uses.  Commission rules do not specifically address these types of zoning designations, but requires the applicant to “reference the noise threshold corresponding to the zoning designation that most closely represents the predominant use of the land in question, with consideration given to the surrounding area.”

11. As pictured on Page 13 of Attachment CSN-5, the predicted 55 dB(A) noise level protrudes very slightly beyond 25 feet of the southern property line that is directly south of Waterton Substation.  It is notable that this protrusion of noise occurs south of the existing Waterton Substation and not south of the proposed Titan Substation.  The Company has indicated that the nearest residential structure is over 900 feet away, and that a wall can be built around the substation for noise mitigation should noise become an issue.  Although the noise limit for the zoning designation immediate south of the Project is not specified in Commission rules, the modeled noise level of 55dB(A) is deemed reasonable for commercial areas pursuant to those rules.  For these reasons, the Commission finds that the estimated noise level for the initial 
build-out of the Project is reasonable.  

12. The proposed magnetic field level is estimated to be 30 mG, below 150 mG and is deemed reasonable by Commission rules.  
13. The CPCN Application contains all of the information required by Commission Rules of Practice and Procedure, 4 CCR 723-1-1303(b) and was automatically deemed complete on May 17, 2018.
14. The Application is unopposed. The Commission will determine this matter without a formal hearing under § 40-6-109(5), C.R.S., and Rule 1403, Commission Rules of Practice and Procedure, 4 CCR 723-1.
15. The Commission has reviewed the CPCN Application filed by Public Service and finds that the proposed Project is needed to satisfy load growth and reliability requirements.  The magnetic field values and audible noise values for the initial build-out presented in the studies referenced above meet the conditions of the Commission Rules as explained above.  The Commission will grant the Application without a hearing.
II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The Application filed on March 30, 2018, by Public Service Company of Colorado for a Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity for the construction of the Titan Substation Project is granted without a hearing.
2. The magnetic field values and audible noise values for the initial build-out 
of the Titan Substation Project meet the conditions of the Commission Rules Regulating 
Electric Utilities 4 Code of Colorado Regulations (CCR) 723-3-3206(e)(III) and 4 CCR 
723-3-3206(f)(III) and are reasonable.
3. The 20-day period provided for in § 40-6-114, C.R.S., within in which to file applications for rehearing, reargument, or reconsideration begins on the first day following the effective date of this Decision.  

4. This Decision is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
June 7, 2018.
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