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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. This Decision grants the Motion for Late Intervention filed by the Staff of the Colorado Public Utilities Commission (Staff) on May 21, 2018 and grants Staff’s request for a hearing in this matter.  We also vacate the filing deadlines set forth in the Notice of Application Filed issued by the Commission on March 16, 2018. We further refer the matter to an Administrative Law Judge (ALJ).

B. Discussion

2. On March 15, 2018, Atmos Energy Corporation (Atmos or Company) filed an Application for an Order Approving System Safety and Integrity Costs Recovered through the System Safety and Integrity Rider for the Period January 1, 2017 through December 31, 2017 (Application).  Attachments to the Application describe the four system safety and integrity projects Atmos completed in 2017, including: a comparison of estimated activities and actual activities; an explanation of the revenue requirement calculations for the 2017 System Safety and Integrity Rider (SSIR); and a “true-up” that matches final costs with revenues collected.
3. Atmos filed the Application in compliance with Decision Nos. R15-1146
 and C15-1187,
 issued in Proceeding No. 15AL-0299G, for the purpose of initiating a potential SSIR prudency review.  
4. On March 16, 2018, the Commission issued a Notice of Application Filed establishing deadlines for the filing of interventions and requests for a hearing.  The deadline for Staff to file a notice of intervention of right was April 16, 2018.

5. On May 1, 2018, by operation of Rule 1303(c)(III) of the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-1, the Application was deemed complete for purposes of § 40-6-109.5, C.RS. 

6. On May 21, 2018, Staff filed its Motion for Late Intervention.  Staff states that Atmos does not oppose the Application and requests a waiver of response time. Staff states that it filed the motion to assist the Commission with its review of the prudency of the 2017 SSIR costs that Atmos seeks to recover from ratepayers.
7. Staff states in the motion that, upon conferral with Atmos, the Company pointed out that the Commission’s Notice of Application Filed requires Atmos to file testimony 60 days after March 16, 2018 if the matter is set for hearing. Atmos and Staff thus request that if its motion is granted, the Commission shall also adjust the filing deadlines for testimony as set forth in the Commission’s notice.
C. Conclusions and Findings
8. We find good cause to waive remaining response time to Staff’s Motion for Late Intervention and to grant Staff’s intervention.  Staff is a party in this Proceeding.

9. We refer this matter an ALJ.

10. We vacate the filing deadlines in the Commission’s Notice of Application Filed of March 16, 2018. 

II. ORDER

A. It Is Ordered That:

1. The Motion for Late Intervention filed by Staff of the Colorado Public Utilities Commission (Staff) on May 21, 2018 is granted.  Response time to the motion is waived.

2. The Application for an Order Approving System Safety and Integrity Costs Recovered Through the System Safety and Integrity Rider for the Period January 1, 2017 through December 31, 2017 filed by Atmos Energy Corporation (Atmos) on March 15, 2018 is set for hearing before an Administrative Law Judge.  The hearing date and other procedures shall be established through a separate decision.

3. Atmos and Staff are the parties in this matter.
4. The filing deadlines in the Notice of Application Filed issued by the Commission on March 16, 2018 are vacated.

5. This Decision is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
May 23, 2018.
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� Decision No. R15-1146 was issued in Proceeding No. 15AL-0299G on October 23, 2015.


� Decision No. C15-1187 was issued in Proceeding No. 15AL-0299G on November 6, 2015.
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