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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement, Findings, and Conclusions

1.
On April 27, 2018, Atmos Energy Corporation (Atmos Energy or Company) filed a Motion for Alternative Form of Notice (Motion) that will apply to Advice Letter No. 539, which amends Atmos Energy’s Colorado P.U.C. No. 7-Gas, Tariff Sheet Nos. 19 and 29. The Company states that, by Advice Letter No. 539, effective June 1, 2018, it seeks to decrease the System Safety and Integrity Rider and implement a negative General Rate Schedule Adjustment, due to the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act (TCJA) that enacts a material reduction to the United States federal corporate income tax rate from 35 percent to 21 percent. Atmos Energy states the calculations supporting the decrease are demonstrated in the attachments filed with Advice Letter No. 539.


2.
Atmos Energy states that the proposed tariff changes are filed in accordance with the terms of the Second Stipulation and Settlement Agreement Regarding Incorporating TCJA Impacts Into Atmos Energy Rates and Motion to Approve Settlement filed on March 9, 2018, in Proceeding No. 18M-0074EG. By Decision No. C18-0326-I, issued May 11, 2018, the Commission denied the Motion to Approve Settlement. The Commission accepted the proposed approach to changing the rates as agreed by the settling parties but directed Atmos Energy to make advice letter tariff filings to implement the changes.

3. 
By its Motion, Atmos Energy seeks authorization to use the following alternative forms of notice: 


(a)
filing with the Commission, and keeping open for inspection, new schedules stating the changes to be made in the schedules then in force and the time when the changes will go into effect by Advice Letter No. 539; 

 
(b)
including an insert (attached to the Motion) in the bill mailed to each affected customer during the billing cycle beginning on May 7, 2018, and concluding on June 6, 2018; and

 
(c)
posting the customer notice to Atmos Energy’s Gas Rates and Tariffs website for Colorado.

  
4. 
Atmos Energy states it does not anticipate any interventions or protests because the change results in a rate decrease. Atmos Energy states it would like to avoid incurring the expenses associated with publishing customer notice in newspapers of general circulation. Atmos Energy explains the cost of such publication is $7,500 per week in each newspaper. 


5.
Atmos Energy states the proposed alternative notice balances the need to provide customer notice with its proposal to reduce customer rates as soon as practicable. It states the filing with the Commission and the website posting will provide the required information regarding the rate increase to the general public, while the bill insert will provide individual notice to customers. Atmos Energy states that, taken together, the proposed alternative forms of notice ensure customers are notified of the proposed tariff changes in Advice Letter No. 539, while making certain customers expeditiously receive the benefit of reduced rates.


6.
Pursuant to § 40-3-104(1)(c)(I)(D), C.R.S., and Rule 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-1-1207(b) of the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure, a utility may request to provide an alternative form of notice of its advice letter filing proposing amendments to its tariffs. We find the alternative form of notice proposed by Atmos Energy is reasonable with respect to the Company’s stakeholders and its general body of retail gas customers. We therefore find good cause to grant the alternative form of notice as requested by Atmos Energy. 

II. ORDER

A. It Is Ordered That:

1. The Motion for Alternative Form of Notice filed on April 27, 2018, by Atmos Energy Corporation requesting approval of an alternative form of notice to apply to Advice Letter No. 539, is granted.

2. This Decision is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING 
May 9, 2018.
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