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I. by the commission

A. Statement
1. On April 30, 2018, Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service or Company) filed a Second Motion for Partial Waiver of Rules 3613(d)-(h) to Provide an Extension of Time to File its 120-Day Report (Second Motion for Extension).  In the Second Motion for Extension, Public Service requests that the Commission: (1) vacate the current deadline for the Company’s 120-Day Report;
 (2) grant a 30-day extension until June 6, 2018, for the Company to file its 120-Day Report; (3) approve an amended procedural schedule; and (4) issue related partial rule waivers to allow for implementation of this procedural schedule.    

2. Through this Decision, we grant the Second Motion for Extension, consistent with the discussion below.  

B. Background and Discussion
3. We issued the Phase I Decision, Decision No. C17-0316, in this proceeding on April 28, 2017.  The Phase I Decision approved, with modifications, the Company’s competitive bidding proposal and plan to acquire resources to meet its anticipated resource need during an eight-year resource acquisition period from 2016 through 2023. The Phase I Decision also approved the process for evaluating bids received in the competitive solicitation and established the modeling requirements for the presentation of portfolios in Phase II. 
4. On August 29, 2017, Public Service filed a Joint Motion to Approve a Stipulation to allow the Company to present its Colorado Energy Plan Portfolio (CEPP) for Commission consideration in Phase II of this proceeding, in addition to the portfolios required in the Phase I Decision. Decision No. C17-0823-I issued on October 11, 2017, established a procedural schedule for Phase II of this proceeding to accommodate the CEPP proposal.  In Decision No. C18-0191 issued on March 22, 2018, the Commission granted the Company’s request to present its CEPP in Phase II.

5. In Decision No. C18-0253-I issued on April 13, 2018, we granted Public Service a ten-day extension to May 7, 2018 to file its 120-day report.

6. On April 30, 2018, Public Service filed its Second Motion for Extension.  The Company states that it “has encountered unanticipated complexities that have required significant additional analysis of the portfolios being developed for this Phase II analysis,” which it argues require the additional extension of time requested.
7. In Decision No C18-0310-I issued on May 2, 2018, we set response time to the Second Motion for Extension through Friday, May 4, 2018. In addition, we extended the filing date of the 120-Day Report from Monday, May 7, 2018 to Thursday, May 10, 2018, to allow party response prior to Commission consideration of the full 30-day extension request at the Commissioners’ Weekly Meeting scheduled May 9, 2018.

C. Party Responses

8. On May 1, 2018, the Coalition of Ratepayers (Coalition) filed a response, and, on May 4, 2018, the Coalition filed a supplemental response.  In these responses, the Coalition opposes the Second Motion for Extension and generally requests that the Commission refrain from granting the motion until timing issues with Proceeding No. 17A-0797E
 can be addressed.

9. On May 4, 2018, Commission Staff (Staff) filed a response to the Second Motion for Extension.  Staff raises concerns about the limited availability of certain personnel to prepare comments on the 120-Day Report and requests a deadline sooner than June 6, 2018.  Staff did not suggest an alternate due date.

10. On April 30, 2018, Public Service filed an Unopposed Second Motion to Modify the Procedural Schedule in Proceeding No. 17A-0797E.  The Company states that it contacted all parties in that proceeding, which includes Staff and the Coalition, and no party opposes that motion.
D. Procedural Schedule

11. The Company states that it continues to work expeditiously and diligently to develop and model the portfolios requested by the Commission.  However, due to unexpected complexities encountered in developing these portfolios, the Company states that it is not able to complete the 120-day report by May 7, 2018.  Public Service requests an extension of 30 days until June 6, 2018 to file its 120-Day Report. 
12. Public Service’s proposed modifications to the procedural schedule are as follows:


	Activity
	Current Date
	Proposed Date

	120-Day Report
	May 7, 2018

	June 6, 2018

	Independent Evaluator Report
	June 6, 2018
	July 6, 2018

	Intervenor Comments
	June 21, 2018
	July 23, 2018

	Company Reply Comments
	July 6, 2018
	August 6, 2018

	Commission Decision on Phase II
	August 6, 2018
	September 4, 2018




13. We find that a 30-day extension to file the 120-day report until June 6, 2018 is reasonable, in conjunction with the extension of the other Phase II dates as proposed in the Second Motion for Extension and unopposed resolution of the procedural schedule in Proceeding No. 17A-0797E.  We therefore grant the extensions as proposed
.

E. Rule Waivers

14. Rule 3613(d) of the Rules Regulating Electric Utilities, 4 Code of Colorado Regulation 723-3, requires that within 120 days of the utility’s receipt of bids in its competitive acquisition process, the utility shall file a report with the Commission, which is known as the 120-Day Report. Rule 3613(e) requires that within 30 days after the utility files its 120-Day Report, the Independent Evaluator (IE) selected in the proceeding shall separately file a report containing its analysis of whether the utility conducted a fair bid solicitation. Rules 3613(f) and 3613(g) provide that parties to the proceeding may file comments on the 120-Day Report and the IE report 45 days after the 120-Day Report is filed, and that the utility may file comments to the IE report and responses to the parties’ comments within 60 days after the filing of the 120-day report. Rule 3613(h) provides that the Commission shall issue a written decision approving, conditioning, modifying, or rejecting the utility’s preferred resource plan within 90 days of the filing of the 120-Day Report. 

15. The Company seeks partial waivers of Rules 3613(d)-(h) to allow the extension of time as proposed in the Motion.  We agree that a partial rule waiver is appropriate, and grant Public Service’s request for partial waivers of Rules 3613(d)-(h).

II. ORDER

A. It Is Ordered That:

1. The Second Motion for Partial Waiver of Rules 3613(d)-(h) to Provide an Extension of Time to File its 120-Day Report, filed on April 30, 2018 by Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service) is granted, consistent with the above discussion.  

2.  The 120-Day Report shall be filed no later than June 6, 2018.

3. The Independent Evaluator report shall be filed no later than July 6, 2018.

4. Intervenor comments are due no later than July 23, 2018.

5. Reply comments are due no later than August 6, 2018.

6. Public Service’s request for partial waivers of Rules 3613(d)-(h), 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-3, is granted, consistent with the above discussion.
7. This Decision is effective upon its Mailed Date. 

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
May 9, 2018.
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________________________________
                                        Commissioners




� Through Decision No. C18-0310-I, issued May 2, 2018, the Commission revised the 120-Day report deadline from Monday, May 7, 2018, to Thursday, May 10, 2018, so that the full 30-day extension request could be considered at the May 9, 2018, Commissioners’ Weekly Meeting.


� Proceeding No. 17A-0797E addresses accelerated depreciation and reduction of the Renewable Energy Standard Adjustment, which are components of the CEPP addressed in this proceeding.


� As noted above,  the 120-day Report due date was extended to May 10, 2018 in Decision No. C18-0310-I to allow consideration of the Motion and Party responses.


� The Commission approves proposed filing dates and understands the Second Motion for Extension to request a decision date from August 6, 2018, to September 4, 2018.
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