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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement, Findings, and Conclusions

1.
On March 29, 2018, Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service or Company) filed a Motion for Approval of an Alternative Form of Notice (Motion) that will apply to Advice Letter No. 927-Gas. Public Service states that, by Advice Letter No. 927-Gas, the Company seeks to decrease the Pipeline System Integrity Adjustment (PSIA) rider, effective May 1, 2018, due to the federal Tax Cuts and Jobs Act (TCJA). Public Service explains that the TCJA reduced the federal corporate income tax rate from 35 percent to 21 percent and, for regulated natural gas utilities, requires reevaluation of federal deferred tax assets and liabilities and bonus depreciation due to the lower tax rate. With Advice Letter No. 927-Gas, the Company is decreasing the PSIA to reflect the estimated impacts of the TCJA on the costs received through this rider in 2018.

2. 
By its Motion, Public Service seeks authorization to use the following alternative forms of notice: 


(a)
filing of the tariff change with the Commission and keeping the filing open for public inspection; 

 
(b)
publishing a legal notice (attached to Advice Letter No. 927-Gas as Exhibit 2) in a newspaper of general circulation for the service territory, The Denver Post, for two consecutive weeks starting March 31, 2018; and 


(c)
posting a copy of the filing on the Company’s website, xcelenergy.com.

  
3. 
Public Service states the proposed notice procedure is less costly than the procedures prescribed by § 40-3-104(1)(c)(I), C.R.S. The Company estimates the cost of providing notice through individual mailings to exceed $668.000. The Company contends that the newspaper notice constitutes a reasonable and more cost-effective alternative form of notice for this filing.


4.
Public Service states good cause exists for the alternative form of notice. 
The Company states the proposed newspaper notice will provide the required information regarding the specific PSIA rate changes to the general public and impacted customers, including the estimated impact on average residential and commercial customers. The Company contends the proposed alternative notice would be sufficient to alert affected and interested parties of the changes the Company is proposing by Advice Letter No. 927-Gas in a timely fashion.


5.
Pursuant to § 40-3-104(1)(c)(I)(D), C.R.S., and Rule 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-1-1207(b) of the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure, a utility may request to provide an alternative form of notice of its advice letter filing proposing amendments to its tariffs. We find the alternative form of notice proposed by Public Service is reasonable with respect to the Company’s stakeholders and its general body of retail gas customers. We therefore find good cause to grant the alternative form of notice as requested by Public Service.

II. ORDER

A. It Is Ordered That:

1. The Motion for Approval of an Alternative Form of Notice filed on March 29, 2018, by Public Service Company of Colorado requesting approval of an alternative form of notice to apply to Advice Letter No. 927-Gas, is granted.

2. This Decision is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING 
April 4, 2018.
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