Before the Public Utilities Commission of the State of Colorado

Decision No. C18-0233-I
PROCEEDING No. 18A-0205T

C18-0233-IDecision No. C18-0233-I
BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

PROCEEDING18A-0205T NO. 18A-0205T
in the matter of the applicaton of tracfone wireless, inc. for designation as an eligible telecommunications carrier in the 
state of colorado for the limited purpose of offering lifeline service to qualified households.
Interim Decision granting motion to
reduce intervention period to 15 days
Mailed Date:  
April 6, 2018
Adopted Date:  
April 4, 2018

I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement, Findings, and Conclusions
1. On April 2, 2018, TracFone Wireless, Inc. (TracFone) filed its application for designation as an Eligible Telecommunications Carrier (ETC) pursuant to Section 214(e)(2) of the Communications Act of 1934, as amended, for the limited purpose of providing Lifeline service supported by the Federal Universal Service Fund to qualified low-income households in Colorado.  TracFone also filed direct testimony in support of its application.
2. Contemporaneous with its application, TracFone also filed a Motion to Reduce Intervention Period to 15 Days (Motion).  TracFone states that it previously filed a similar ETC application but voluntarily withdrew it upon the filing by Commission Telecommunications Staff of its answer testimony, which listed several objections to TracFone’s Lifeline proposed and recommended denial of the application.  In that prior proceeding, TracFone indicates that several parties intervened and extensive discovery was conducted.  

3. With the filing of its current application, TracFone states that it voluntarily served each of the intervenors from the prior application proceeding with copies of its revised application, testimony, and motions.  As a result, TracFone maintains that the intervention period can be reduced to 15 days, which would allow the Commission to render a decision within 120 days without compromising the rights of any of the parties.

4. Rule 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-1-1206(d) of the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure requires a 30-day notice period for filed applications.  However, we find good cause to waive Rule 1206(d) and shorten the notice and intervention period in this proceeding to 15 days as requested by TracFone.  

5. Response time to the Motion will be waived.

II. ORDER

A. It Is Ordered That:

1. The Motion filed on April 2, 2018, by TracFone Wireless, Inc. requesting shortening of the notice and intervention period of its application (Motion) is granted.

2. The requirement under Rule 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-1-1206(d) of the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure requiring 30 days’ notice of an application is waived.

3. The Notice and Intervention period in this proceeding shall be shortened to 15 days.

4. Response time to the Motion is waived.

5. This Decision is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING 
April 4, 2018.
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