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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. By this Decision, we grant the Verified Application, as amended on March 27, 2018 (Application), filed by Atmos Energy Corporation, (Atmos or Applicant) requesting a Commission decision approving a refund plan. 

B. Summary of Application and Motions

2. The Applicant is an operating public utility subject to the jurisdiction of this Commission and is engaged in, inter alia, the purchase, transmission, distribution, transportation, and resale of natural gas in various certificated areas within the State of Colorado.
3. On March 23, 2018, Atmos filed an Application for a Commission decision approving a refund plan that would provide a one-time bill credit to active customers. Atmos also requested a waiver from the requirements of newspaper notice set out by Rule 1207(c) of the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations (CCR) 723-1. Atmos requested a two-day notice period, and an effective date of April 1, 2018 for the refund. 
4. On March 27, 2018, Atmos amended its application, seeking an effective date of April 6, 2018 instead, and making minor corrections to the refund amount calculations proposed. 
C. Findings and Conclusions

5. The Commission granted the request for shortened notice and intervention period, in part, in Commission Decision No. C18-0216-I, issued March 28, 2018, for a period of five days instead of the requested two.
  The notice and intervention period expired at 5:00 p.m. on April 2, 2018.  No protests or motions to intervene in opposition were filed in connection with this Application for a proposed refund.  Accordingly, because the Application is uncontested, it may be decided without a hearing in accordance with § 40-6-109(5), C.R.S., and Rule 1403, 4 CCR 723-1 of the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure.
6. We find that the Application, which includes amendments filed on March 27, 2018, is deemed complete for purposes of § 40-6-109.5, C.R.S., and Rule 1303(c), 4 CCR 723-1.    

7. In compliance with Rule 4410(b)(II), 4 CCR 723-4 of the Commission’s Rules Regulating Gas Utilities and Pipeline Operators, Atmos states that refunds are due to all its customers, as Atmos over-collected rate case expenses in the amount of $11,177, from January 1, 2016 through December 31, 2017.
 In addition, Atmos neglected to make a filing to stop collecting rate case expenses as of January 1, 2018, and therefore additionally over-collected $87,839 from January 1, 2018 through March 14, 2018. Atmos proposes to pay interest on this latter amount at the customer deposit rate, which amounts to $229. The total amount proposed to be refunded is therefore $99,244.

8. Pursuant to Rule 4410(b)(III), 4 CCR 723-4, Atmos proposes that refunds will be distributed as 1-time bill credits to all Affected Customers during the 30-day billing cycle of April 6, 2018 through May 5, 2018. 

9. We approve the calculations as proposed in the Application, as amended, and grant the Application.  Atmos shall file in this proceeding the affidavit establishing that the refund has been made, in accordance with this Decision and pursuant to Rule 4410(b)(VIII), 4 CCR 723-4. 

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The Application filed March 23, 2018, as amended on March 27, 2018, filed by Atmos Energy Corporation (Atmos) for approval of a refund plan is deemed complete and is granted, consistent with the discussion above.
2. Atmos is authorized to provide the refund to its customers in accordance with the discussion above.  
3. Pursuant to Rule 4410(b)(VII), 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-4, we require Atmos to submit an affidavit establishing that the amount of $99,244 has been credited to the appropriate customers within this proceeding. 

4. The 20-day time period provided by § 40-6-114, C.R.S., to file an application for rehearing, reargument, or reconsideration shall begin on the first day after the effective date of this Decision.
5. This Decision is effective upon its Mailed Date.
B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING 
April 4, 2018.
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________________________________
                                        Commissioners




� As noted in Decision No. C18-0216-I issued in this Proceeding on March 28, 2018, Commissioner Wendy Moser would have granted the requested two days’ notice and intervention.  


� See Proceeding No. 15AL-0299G.
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