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TO THE PARTIES IN THIS MATTER AND ALL INTERESTED PERSONS, FIRMS, OR CORPORATIONS:
I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. On Friday, March 23, 2018, Atmos Energy Corporation (Atmos) filed its Verified Application and Motion for Waiver of Certain Commission Rules and for Expedited Treatment (Application), which it subsequently amended on Tuesday, March 27, 2018.

2. By this Decision, we grant, in part, Atmos’ request for shortened notice and intervention contained within the Application.  The notice and intervention shall extend concurrently for five days from the mailed date of this Decision; i.e., through 5:00 p.m., April 2, 2018.  In addition, we grant Atmos’ request to waive Rule 1207(c) of the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-1, consistent with the discussion below. 

B.
Findings and Conclusions
3. On Friday, March 23, 2018, Atmos filed its Application requesting approval of a refund plan. Through its Application, Atmos represents that its General Rate Schedule Adjustment over collected rate case expenses from January 1, 2016, through December 31, 2017, in addition to inadvertent charges that continued in early 2018.  Atmos states that collections amounted to over approximately $99,000 total in excess of authorized rates.  Atmos proposes that the excess amount calculated, including interest, be returned to the affected customer classes through a one-time credit to bills during the April 2018 billing cycle. 

4. Atmos also seeks waiver of Rule 1207(c) such that it is not required to provide newspaper notice to customers and incur associated costs of publication.  In addition, regarding notice, Atmos requests a two-day shortened notice period. Atmos simply states that “[i]n order for Atmos [] to begin making the refund during the regular April billing cycle, it needs Commission approval no later than March 28, 2018.  Therefore, Atmos [] respectfully requests that the notice period for this Application be shortened to two (2) days.” 

5. The Commission cannot enter an order on the merits while intervention and notice is ongoing. See Rule 1401(a) (“The Commission shall not enter a final decision in any proceeding before the intervention period has expired.”)  Because of the filing date – Friday, March 23, 2018 – the only Commissioner Weekly Meeting before the initially requested effective date of April 1, 2018, is March 28, 2018.  The timing of the filing, in effect, requests Commission approve both shortened notice for two days, while at the same time preemptively approving the merits of the application and assume that no interventions will be filed if the proposed effective date remained on April 1, 2018.  

6. On March 27, 2018, Atmos filed an amendment to its application that recognizes the requirement that an opportunity for notice and intervention is required in these circumstances prior to a determination that the application is uncontested (including because no interventions were filed within a prescribed notice period) and a decision on the merits can be considered.  Atmos revises the Application to seek an effective date of April 6, 2018, and includes revised calculations for interest amounts in order to allow for an effective date that extends to Friday, April 6, 2018, as opposed to Sunday, April 1, 2018.  These amendments, therefore, better enable the requested shortened intervention and notice period. 

7. In these circumstances, we agree that shortened notice and intervention is appropriate.  However, we extend shortened notice and intervention for five days through Monday, April 2, 2018.  This timing allows for the merits of the application to be considered as soon as practically possible at the Commission’s next weekly meeting, April 4, 2018, in the event no interventions opposing the Application are filed, while at the same time allowing appropriate time in these circumstances for interested persons to consider the Application and, potentially, make necessary filings.

8. We agree with Atmos that newspaper notification, and incurring costs of publication, in these specific circumstances is unnecessary.  Atmos’ request to waive Rule 1207(c) is granted. 

The Application is available for public inspection at the Commission office located at 1560 Broadway, Suite 250, Denver, Colorado 80202, between 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m., 

9. excluding weekends and state holidays.  This Decision is the notice that the Application seeking Commission authority related to Atmos’ refund plan has been filed.
10. The Commission notice period for the Application shall extend for five days from the mail date of this Decision and, therefore, shall extend through and including 5:00 p.m. on April 2, 2018.  The intervention period will run concurrent with the notice period. Interventions shall be due by 5:00 p.m. on April 2, 2018.
II. ORDER

A. It Is Ordered That:

1. The request by Atmos Energy Corporation (Atmos) on March 23, 2018, for a shortened Commission notice and intervention period for its proposed refund plan application (Application), as amended on March 27, 2018, is granted, in part, consistent with the discussion above.  

2. Atmos’ request within the Application to waive Rule 1207(c) of the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-1, requiring newspaper notice of the Application, is granted, consistent with the discussion above. 

3. The notice period for the Application shall extend through and including 5:00 p.m. on April 2, 2018.  

4. Any person desiring to intervene or participate as a party in this proceeding shall file a petition for leave to intervene, or under the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure, file other appropriate pleadings to become a party by 5:00 p.m. on April 2, 2018. 

5. Alternatively, persons who do not wish to intervene or become a party, but desire to file comments, may send written comments addressed to the Public Utilities Commission, 1560 Broadway, Suite 250, Denver, Colorado 80202.  All persons who file an objection, notice of intervention as of right, motion to permissively intervene, or any other appropriate pleading shall do so in accordance with the instructions set forth in the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure and this Decision. Such filings must be received at the Commission by 5:00 p.m. on April 2, 2018. 

6. If a party does not meet the requirements of this Decision, the Commission may dismiss or strike the application or intervention upon motion filed by any other party, or upon the Commission’s own motion, unless good cause for failure to meet the requirements is shown.
7. This Decision is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING 
March 28, 2018.
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� Commissioner Wendy Moser would grant the shortened notice and intervention period but as requested for two days; i.e., through Friday, March 30, 2018. 
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