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TO THE PARTIES IN THIS MATTER AND ALL INTERESTED PERSONS, FIRMS, 
OR CORPORATIONS:

I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. This Decision establishes a shortened notice and intervention period for the Verified Application, Motion for One-Time Partial Variance from Commission Rule 4410(c), and Request for Shortened Notice and Intervention Period (Application) filed on March 19, 2018 by Black Hills Gas Distribution, LLC, doing business as Black Hills Energy (BHGD or Company).

2. Requests for intervention, including a notice of intervention by right of the Staff of the Colorado Public Utilities Commission (Staff), shall be due by noon on March 27, 2018.

B. Discussion

3. BHGD filed the Application on March 19, 2018, requesting Commission approval of a refund plan for Affected Customers in its North Eastern Gas Cost Adjustment Area (NE GCA)
 who were over-billed between March 2014 and January 2016.  BHGD also seeks a one-time waiver of Rule 4410(c) of the Commission’s Rules Regulating Gas Utilities and Pipeline Operators, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations (CCR) 723-4, and a shortened notice and intervention period of ten days.  

4. In compliance with Rule 4410(b)(II), BHGD states that refunds are due to Affected Customers in the Company’s NE GCA whose bills were calculated using incorrect BTU factors because of data transfer errors between the Company and an upstream provider. 

5.  The amount to be refunded, excluding sales tax, is $23,420.40.  Sales tax will be calculated for individual accounts when the refunds are processed.  The Company states that after the refund plan is approved, it will file an affidavit establishing that the refund has been made in accordance with the Commission’s decision, as required by Rule 4410(b)(VIII).

6. In compliance with Rule 4410(b)(III), BHGD states that refunds will be distributed as one-time bill credits to all Affected Customers during the first billing cycle beginning after April 1, 2018.  

7. BHGD requests a one-time partial variance from Rule 4410(c), stating that the Company requests that the refund not be distributed to affected inactive retail customers with a zero balance, and requesting that those monies instead be remitted to the energy assistance organization.  

8. BHGD also requests a shortened notice and intervention period of ten days, stating that Rule 1003(a) of the Rules of Practice and Procedure 4 CCR 723-1, allows the Commission to do so for good cause shown.

C. Findings and Conclusions

9. We find good cause to grant BHGD’s request for a shortened notice and intervention period.  Because BHGD seeks to issue refunds beginning with the first billing cycle after April 1, 2018, requests for intervention, including a notice of intervention by right of Staff, shall be due by noon on March 27, 2018.   This will allow us to discuss BHGD’s refund plan at the March 28, 2018 Commissioner Weekly Meeting.
10. The Application is available for public inspection at the Commission office located at 1560 Broadway, Suite 250, Denver, Colorado 80202, between 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m., excluding weekends and state holidays.  This Decision is the Commission’s notice that the Application has been filed.
II. ORDER

A. It Is Ordered That:

1. The request of Black Hills Gas Distribution, LLC, doing business as Black Hills Energy to shorten the notice and intervention period for the Verified Application, Motion for One-Time Partial Variance from Commission Rule 4410(c), and Request for Shortened Notice and Intervention Period filed on March 19, 2018 is granted, consistent with the discussion above.

2. The notice and intervention period shall expire at 12:00 p.m. on March 27, 2018.
3. Any person desiring to intervene or participate as a party in this proceeding, including Staff of the Colorado Public Utilities Commission, shall file a petition for leave to intervene, or under the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure, file other appropriate pleadings to become a party, by noon on March 27, 2018.  Alternatively, persons who do not wish to intervene or become a party, but desire to file comments, may send written comments addressed to the Public Utilities Commission, 1560 Broadway, Suite 250, Denver, Colorado 80202.  

4. All persons who file an objection, notice of intervention as of right, motion to permissively intervene, or any other appropriate pleading shall do so in accordance with the instructions set forth in the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure and this Decision.

5. The Commission may consider the Verified Application and Motion for One-Time Partial Variance from Commission Rule 4410(c) without a hearing if no notice of intervention as of right or motion to permissively intervene is timely filed, or no notice of intervention as of right or motion to permissively intervene requests a hearing or contests or opposes the petition.

6. This Decision is effective upon its Mailed Date.
B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
March 21, 2018.
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Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


JEFFREY P. ACKERMANN
________________________________


FRANCES A. KONCILJA
________________________________


WENDY M. MOSER
________________________________
                                        Commissioners




� The NE GCA includes customers in Cheyenne, Logan, Morgan, Phillips, Sedgwick, Washington, Weld, and Yuma Counties.
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