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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. This Decision denies the request to shorten the response time to the Motion to Establish Deferred Accounting to Account for the Impact of the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act, Place Interim or Provisional Rates into Effect on March 1, 2018, and Refer this Proceeding Back to the Administrative Law Judge (Atmos TCJA Motion) filed by Atmos Energy Corporation (Atmos or Company) on January 29, 2018.  Responses to the Atmos TCJA Motion shall be filed no later than February 12, 2018.

B. Discussion

On June 26, 2017, Atmos filed Advice Letter No. 530 with supporting testimony and exhibits.  The proposed effective date of the tariffs filed with Advice Letter No. 530 is July 27, 2017.  The Company stated the intent of this filing is to increase the Company’s annual revenues and to extend the Company’s existing System Safety and Integrity Rider to recover 

2. costs associated with various pipeline safety and integrity projects.  Atmos also proposed to consolidate its four Gas Cost Adjustment (GCA) divisions into two GCA divisions. 

3. On July 12, 2017, the Commission set the matter for hearing and suspended the proposed effective date of the tariff pages filed with Advice Letter No. 530 for 120 days, or until November 24, 2017, pursuant to § 40-6-111(1), C.R.S.  The matter was also referred to an Administrative Law Judge (ALJ) for a recommended decision.

4. By Decision No. R17-0597-I, issued July 21 2017, ALJ Steven H. Denman suspended the effective date of the tariff pages filed with Advice Letter No. 530 for an additional 90 days, or until February 22, 2018, pursuant to § 40-6-111(1), C.R.S.
5. On January 8, 2018, the ALJ issued Decision No. R18-0014 (Recommended Decision).

6. On January 26, 2018, by Decision No. C18-0069-I, the Commission stayed the Recommended Decision and extended the dates to file exceptions to the Recommended Decision.  The Commission explained that it was not inclined to establish new base rates for Atmos in this Proceeding based on federal tax provisions that are no longer in effect before it was understood:  (1) how Atmos will return to customers the savings from the materially lower corporate tax rates that are accruing relative to the tax-related expenses in current rates and any new rates based on the evidentiary record in this rate Proceeding; and (2) how Atmos will put into place rates that are further adjusted to account fully for the various changes in tax law in the TCJA.
7. On January 29, 2018, the Company filed the Atmos TCJA Motion with a request for shortened response time of 7 days, because the proposed timing of some of the elements of the motion relate to the expiration of the 210-day suspension of the tariff sheets filed with Advice Letter No. 530, or February 22, 2018.
8. The Atmos TCJA Motion states that Staff of the Public Utilities Commission (Staff) opposes the request for shortened response time and that both Staff and the Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel reserve the right to file a response.

C. Findings and Conclusions

9. We deny the request to shorten response time to the Atmos TCJA Motion.  Atmos’ proposals are unusual and complex, and Staff opposes the request for shortened response time.  We conclude that the standard 14-day response time is appropriate, consistent with Decision No. C18-0069-I that stayed the ALJ’s Recommended Decision.

10. In accordance with Rule 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-1-1400(b) of the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure, responses to the Atmos TCJA Motion shall be filed no later than February 12, 2018.
II.
ORDER

A. It Is Ordered That:

1. The request to shorten response time to the Motion to Establish Deferred Accounting to Account for the Impact of the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act, Place Interim or Provisional Rates into Effect on March 1, 2018, and Refer this Proceeding Back to the Administrative Law Judge (Atmos TCJA Motion) filed on January 29, 2018 by Atmos Energy Corporation is denied, consistent with the discussion above.

2. Responses to the Atmos TCJA Motion shall be filed no later than February 12, 2018. 
3. This Decision is effective upon its Mailed Date.
B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
January 31, 2018.
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