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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

By this Decision, we grant the Verified Application for a Commission decision approving a refund plan, filed by Rocky Mountain Natural Gas LLC (RMNG, Company, or 

1. Applicant) on December 18, 2017.  We also grant the Motion for one-time partial variance of Commission Rule 1207(c) of the Rules of Practice and Procedure, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations (CCR) 723-1, as requested in the Application.

B. Summary of Application and Motion

2. The Applicant is an operating public utility subject to the jurisdiction of this Commission and is engaged in, inter alia, the transportation and storage of natural gas in various certificated areas within the State of Colorado.
3. On December 18, 2017, RMNG filed an Application for a Commission decision approving a refund plan for the time period from March 1, 2017 through July 31, 2017.
4. The Commission granted the request for shortened notice and intervention period, to ten days, with Commission Decision No. C17-1059-I, issued December 20, 2017.  No protests or motions to intervene in opposition have been filed in connection with this Application for a proposed refund.  Accordingly, because the Application is uncontested, it may be decided without a hearing in accordance with § 40-6-109(5), C.R.S., and Rule 1403, 4 CCR 723-1 of the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure.
5. The Company is also requesting a one-time partial waiver from Commission 
Rule 1207(c).
C. Findings

On January 30, 2014, Recommended Decision No. R14-0114 (Decision) approved an Amended Stipulation and Agreement in Resolution of Proceedings that included a General Rate Schedule Adjustment (GRSA) rider to collect rate case expenses incurred during 

6. Proceeding No. 13AL-0067G
 over a 36-month amortization period.  The GRSA from the Decision was to be implemented in two different phases due to the timing of base rates becoming effective as part of the Decision.  The initial interim GRSA from the Decision became effective on March 1, 2014 by Advice Letter No. 81 in Proceeding No. 14AL-0169G.  Because this effective date signaled the beginning of the 36-month amortization period, the GRSA should have been reduced to a 0.00 percent rate effective March 1, 2017.
7. The Company inadvertently missed updating the tariff’s GRSA to 0.00 percent effective March 1, 2017, but did reduce the tariff’s GRSA to 0.00 percent through Advice Letter No. 103 filed in Proceeding No. 17AL-0638G on September 28, 2017 (which became effective on November 1, 2017).  In addition, the Company preemptively reduced the billed GRSA to 0.00 percent for September bills sent out for August usage.  As a result, the refund plan proposed herein only needs to include corrections for usage during the time period March 1, 2017 through July 31, 2017 (the Refund Period) for affected shippers.
8. RMNG has determined the total refund for all Affected Shippers, is $54,085.21 including interest.  Each Affected Shipper will receive its appropriate share of the refund, calculated using actual monthly billed usage data during the Refund Period, through a one-time fixed bill credit on its January 15, 2018 bill.  
9. The refund was calculated using the GRSA amounts paid by each Affected Shipper for usage during the Refund Period.  The interest rate is consistent with Decision No. C17-0896 issued in Proceeding No. 17M-0719G on November 2, 2017, which increased the customer deposit interest rate to 1.00 percent per annum effective January 1, 2018.
10. RMNG is requesting a one-time partial variance from the requirement to publish a notice of this Verified Application in a newspaper of general circulation as required by Rule 1207(c).  RMNG will directly mail the notice to each Affected Shipper.
D. Conclusions

11. The Application contains all of the information required under Rules 4 CCR 
723-4-4002 and 4410 of the Commission’s Rules Regulating Gas Utilities and Pipeline Operators. 

12. We find RMNG’s Application for the refund plan is in the public interest and is therefore granted.  We find it appropriate to refund amounts collected through March 1, 2017 through July 31, 2017,  to the Affected Shippers
13. We therefore find good cause to grant a one-time partial variance from Commission Rule 1207(c) as requested by the Applicant.

14. In accordance with Rule 4410(b)(VIII), 4 CCR 723-4, the Applicant will submit an affidavit establishing that the $54,085.21 has been refunded as described above.
II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The Application of Rocky Mountain Natural Gas LLC (RMNG) for approval of the Refund Plan filed on December 18, 2017, is deemed complete and is granted.

2. RMNG is authorized to provide the refund to its Affected Shippers in accordance with the discussion above.  
3. RMNG will submit an affidavit establishing that the amount of $54,085.21 has been credited to the appropriate shippers. 

4. The request for a one-time partial waiver of Commission Rule 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-1-1207(c), of the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure is granted consistent with the discussion above.
5. The 20-day time period provided by § 40-6-114, C.R.S., to file an application for rehearing, reargument, or reconsideration shall begin on the first day after the effective date of this Decision.
6. This Decision is effective upon its Mailed Date.
B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING 
January 10, 2018.
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Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


JEFFREY P. ACKERMANN
________________________________


FRANCES A. KONCILJA
________________________________


WENDY M. MOSER
________________________________
                                        Commissioners




� At Section B.2 on page 9 of the “Amended Stipulation and Agreement in Resolution of Proceedings” from Proceeding No. 13AL-0067G filed December 13, 2013, it reads: “The Settling Parties agree that Rocky Mountain’s rate case expense of $545,000 incurred through October 31, 2013 will be recovered through a GRSA mechanism based upon a 36-month amortization period at $181,667 per year effective with the implementation of rates in this case.”
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