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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. By this Decision the Commission schedules a Commissioners’ Information Meeting (CIM) for January 30, 2018. Further, we direct Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service or Company) to file updated information on the status of its Residential Demand Time-Differentiated-Rate Pilot (RD-TDR Pilot) and its Residential Energy Time-of-Use Trial (RE-TOU Trial).
B. Background

2. By Decision No. C16-1075, issued November 23, 2016 in Proceeding 
Nos. 16AL-0048E, 16A-0055E, and 16A-0139E, the Commission authorized Public Service to proceed with the RD-TDR Pilot to test a form of demand rates for residential customers and the RE-TOU Trial to begin the implementation of time-of-use rates for residential customers.  Pursuant to the terms of the Settlement Agreement approved by Decision No. C16-1075, Public Service can enroll up to 18,000 customers who volunteer to participate in the RD-TDR Pilot.  In addition, up to 30,000 residential customers may volunteer to be part of the RE-TOU Trial.  

3. By Decision No. C17-0257 opening this Proceeding, we asked interested persons to provide input about relevant issues, topics for possible CIMs, and to file third-party research or reports, as well as findings of other state public utility commissions, to assist us in our consideration of the new rates being tested by Public Service.  We also directed Public Service to file the study and evaluation plans for the two rate programs as well as all materials that the Company provides to the “Pilot and Trial Stakeholder Group”.
 

4. On December 12, 2017, Staff of the Public Utilities Commission (Staff) filed 
a Motion for Commissioner Information Meeting (Motion) stating that pursuant to a U.S. Department of Energy grant, Staff could bring to the Commission professionals from 
the National Renewable Energy Laboratory (NREL) and the Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory (LBNL) to discuss issues related to time-of-use (TOU) and demand based rates. 

C. Discussion
5. The Settlement Agreement approved by Decision No. C16-1075 resolved Public Service’s most recent Phase II electric rate case.  Under the terms of the approved Settlement Agreement, Public Service withdrew the proposed Grid Use Charge and agreed to implement 
the RE-TOU Trial. The Settlement Agreement also allows Public Service to implement the 
RD-TDR Pilot.  
The approved Settlement Agreement requires Public Service to file an advice letter no later than December 2, 2019 that will include the results of the Company’s analysis 

6. of the RE-TOU Trial.  The 2019 advice letter filing is: “(1) to provide the Commission, 
Public Service, and stakeholders a decision point as to whether the Schedule RE-TOU should become the rate for all residential customers based on the efficacy of the initial design of 
Schedule RE-TOU rate structure on different residential customer demographics specifically including low-income customers; (2) to provide an opportunity to revise Schedule RE-TOU; or (3) to discontinue Schedule RE-TOU.”

7. In response to our solicitation for topics in Decision No. C17-0257, both Staff and Public Service suggested that the Commission consider a discussion of, among other topics, how rate design principles are satisfied under different rate designs and the experiences of other jurisdictions in moving from flat rate designs to alternatives.
8. In its Motion, Staff states that Mr. Cappers, a staff member at LBNL, can provide the Commission information about TOU rate pilots and implementations in other jurisdictions in addition to what researchers currently know about TOU rate design. It also states that Mr. Gagnon can provide the Commission information about the ability of NREL staff to model the impacts of potential changes in residential rate structures, including TOU rates, on various customer profiles. Staff summarizes that the CIM suggested in its Motion is consistent with its recommendation that the Commission use a CIM to discuss TOU research and lessons learned from other jurisdictions as well as Public Service’s recommendation to have a CIM to discuss rate design principles and various alternatives. 

We schedule a CIM for January 30, 2018.  Public Service shall present 
only on the information filed in response to our questions below.  The Commission invites 

9. Drs. Peter Cappers of LBNL and Peter Gagnon of NREL to present. The Commission may invite additional presenters to help frame this conversation on rate design. Finally, we direct Advisory Staff to develop an agenda for this CIM.

10. In addition, we direct Public Service to provide, no later than 12:00 p.m., noon, on January 25, 2018, the following:

· The current customer enrollment in the RE-TOU Trial and the RD-TDR Pilot.

· An assessment of the number of participants in the RE-TOU Trial and the RD-TDR Pilot necessary to provide reliable and useful information with respect to 2019 advice letter filing.

· An explanation of any changes to the recruitment methods used to solicit volunteers to participate in the RE-TOU Trial and the RD-TDR Pilot 
and an assessment of how these methods may affect the results of the associated studies.

11. In Decision No. C17-0257 opening this Proceeding, the Commission indicated that this Proceeding shall continue as an administrative proceeding, until the Commission designates it as an adjudicated proceeding.
  We decline to take that step at present.  We will continue to gather information about the status of the RE-TOU Trial and the RD-TDR Pilot through this proceeding to determine whether adjudicated processes are required, such that further notice, a hearing, or a Commission decision may be necessary.

II. ORDER

A. It Is Ordered That:

Public Service Company of Colorado shall file updated information on the 
status of the Residential Demand Time-Differentiated-Rate Pilot and the Residential Energy 

1. Time-of-Use Trial no later than noon on Thursday, January 25, 2018, consistent with the discussion above. 

2. Consistent with the discussion above, a Commissioners’ Information Meeting is scheduled as follows:

DATE:

January 30, 2018

TIME:

9:00 a.m. to no later than 4:00 p.m.

PLACE: 
Commission Hearing Room



1560 Broadway, Suite 250



Denver, Colorado 

3. This Decision is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
December 20, 2017.
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Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


JEFFREY P. ACKERMANN
________________________________


FRANCES A. KONCILJA
________________________________


WENDY M. MOSER
________________________________
                                        Commissioners




� See Attachment F to the Settlement Agreement filed on August 15, 2016 in Proceeding �Nos. 16AL-0048E, 16A-0055E, and 16A-0139E.


�  Non-Unanimous Comprehensive Settlement Agreement filed on August 15, 2016, Proceeding Nos. 16AL-0048E, 16A-0055E, and 16A-0139E at p. 30.


� Decision No. C17-0257, issued April 3, 2017, Proceeding No. 17M-0204E, Ordering Paragraph 4. 
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