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I. by the commission

A. Statement

1. This matter comes before the Commission for consideration of an application (Application) filed jointly by the Roaring Fork Transportation Authority (RFTA) and the Town of Basalt (Basalt) (collectively Joint Applicants) on November 13, 2017, seeking authority to convert the private crossing of the RFTA railbanked corridor, no existing National Inventory Number, to a public crossing to provide public access for Southside Drive in Basalt, County of Pitkin, State of Colorado. 

2. On November 16, 2017, Staff of the Commission sent a deficiency letter requesting specific addresses for the adjacent property owners at the crossing.

3. On November 16, 2017, the Joint Applicants provided the requested information.

4. Notice of the Application was provided by the Commission to all interested parties, including adjacent property owners pursuant to § 40-6-108(2), C.R.S., on November 16, 2017, with an Errata Notice provided on November 17, 2017.

5. There were no interventions in this matter.

6. The Commission has reviewed the record in this matter and deemed the Application complete within the meaning of § 40-6-109.5, C.R.S., by operation of rule on January 2, 2018.

7. Now being fully advised in the matter, we grant the Application.

B. Findings of Fact

8. The Commission gave notice to all interested parties, including the adjacent property owners.  No intervention was received opposing the Application.
9. The Joint Applicants request to convert the private crossing of the RFTA railbanked corridor at milepost 383.5 to a public crossing for the Southside Drive local road. The Basalt ordinance for annexation of the area that includes the subject crossing is attached as Exhibit C to the Application.  The subject crossing is railbanked with the rail removed and is being used as a paved public trail for public non-motorized travel and enjoyment.  The Joint Applicants desire to formalize the crossing as a public crossing for use to access an existing public school facility and additional pending developments in the area.  Because the crossing is currently not being used for railroad purposes, the Joint Applicants state that no changes to the crossing are currently necessary and propose that no grade crossing warning signs be posted at this time.  

10. The Joint Applicants state that there are currently an average of 204 users per day of the trail and 858 vehicles per day using the crossing from an October 2015 count.  The Joint Applicants estimate 1,080 vehicles per day as a 20-year projection with the unposted speed limit of the roadway at 25 miles per hour.   There will be no costs associated with the proposed private to public crossing conversion. 

11. The Joint Applicants will be required to obtain a National Inventory Number for the public crossing and to file a copy of the National Inventory Form in this proceeding by February 28, 2018.

C. Conclusions

12. The Commission has jurisdiction in this matter under §§ 40-4-106(2)(a) and (3)(a), C.R.S.

13. No intervenor that filed a petition to intervene or other pleading contests or opposes the Application.

14. Because the Application is unopposed, the Commission finds that it will determine this matter upon the record, without a formal hearing under § 40-6-109(5), C.R.S., and Rule 1403, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-1.

15. Based on the Findings of Fact, we find good cause exists and the requirements of public safety are met by granting the Application consistent with the above discussion.

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The application (Application) filed jointly by the Roaring Fork Transportation Authority (RFTA) and the Town of Basalt (Basalt) (collectively Joint Applicants) on November 13, 2017, seeking authority to convert the private crossing of the RFTA railbanked corridor, no existing National Inventory Number, to a public crossing to provide public access for Southside Drive in Basalt, County of Pitkin, State of Colorado was deemed complete within the meaning of  § 40-6-109.5, C.R.S., by operation of rule on January 2, 2018.

2. The Application is granted.

3. The Joint Applicants are authorized and ordered to proceed with conversion of the crossing of the RFTA railbanked corridor and Southside Drive in Basalt.

4. The Joint Applicants will be required to obtain a National Inventory Number for the public crossing and to file a copy of the National Inventory Form in this proceeding by February 28, 2018.

5. The 20-day period provided for in § 40-6-114, C.R.S., within which to file applications for rehearing, reargument, or reconsideration, begins on the first day following the effective date of this Decision.

6. The Commission retains jurisdiction to enter further decisions as necessary.

7. This Decision is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
January 3, 2018.

	(S E A L)

[image: image1.png]



ATTEST: A TRUE COPY


[image: image2.wmf] 

 

 


Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


JEFFREY P. ACKERMANN
________________________________


FRANCES A. KONCILJA
________________________________
                                        Commissioners

COMMISSIONER WENDY M. MOSER ABSENT.



5

_1219490348.doc
[image: image1.png]Lo




[image: image2.png]





 












