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I. STATEMENT

1. On July 11, 2017, Black Hills/Colorado Electric Utility LP filed Advice Letter No. 742.  

2. The procedural history of this proceeding is set forth in Decisions issued previously and is repeated here as necessary to put this Decision into context.  The evidentiary hearing in this proceeding is scheduled for November 27 through December 1, 2017.   
On November 21, 2017, counsel for the City of Pueblo, Colorado, the Board of Water Works of Pueblo, Colorado, the Fountain Valley Authority, and Colorado Springs Utilities/Southern Delivery System (together, the Public Intervenors) filed an Unopposed Motion to Participate in Hearing by Telephone (Unopposed Motion).  Counsel for the Public Intervenors states that on October 21, 2017 he had a dangerous fall at home and suffered a broken pelvis and 

3. several broken ribs.  After hospitalization for these injuries, counsel has been recovering at his home in Peoria, Arizona.  Counsel then states:

While counsel is able to work in his office at home and has kept up with the rate case, he is unable to travel to Denver from his home in Arizona.  Undersigned counsel is a sole practitioner and has no one who could take over the case at this time. Consequently, Counsel for the Public Intervenors requests that he be able to appear and participate in the hearing by telephone.
Unopposed Motion at ¶5, page 2.  
4. Pursuant to Rule 1400(a) of the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-1, the Unopposed Motion confirms that counsel for the Public Intervenors contacted counsel for all the parties and reports that no party objects to his participation in the hearing by telephone.
  
5. The undersigned Administrative Law Judge finds good cause to grant the request of counsel for the Public Intervenors to appear and to participate in the hearing by telephone.  The Unopposed Motion will be granted.  

6. By permitting counsel to participate in the hearing in this proceeding by telephone, the Commission cannot guarantee quality, availability, or continuous connectivity of such facilities for the entirety of the hearing.  Further, counsel must understand that he will not have access to hearing exhibits other than those made available to him in advance of the hearing.  
II. order

A. It Is Ordered That:

1. The Unopposed Motion to Participate in Hearing by Telephone, filed on November 21, 2017 by counsel for the City of Pueblo, Colorado, the Board of Water Works of Pueblo, Colorado, the Fountain Valley Authority, and Colorado Springs Utilities/Southern Delivery System, is granted.  

2. This Decision is effective immediately.
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Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


STEVEN H. DENMAN
________________________________
                     Administrative Law Judge




�  Counsel for the Public Intervenors also made good faith efforts to confer with counsel for Western Resource Advocates regarding the subject matter of the Unopposed Motion, but his efforts were unsuccessful.  
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