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I. statement

A. Relevant Background
1. The procedural history of this proceeding is summarized in Decision 
Nos. R17-0663-I and R17-0723-I issued on August 15, 2017 and September 1, 2017, respectively.  The procedural history that is relevant to this Interim Decision is included below.  

2. On June 2, 2017, Public Service Company of Colorado (PSCo) filed Advice Letter No. 912-Gas with supporting testimony and attachments that commenced this proceeding.  

3. By Decision No C17-0507 issued on June 21, 2017, the Commission, among other things, referred this proceeding to an ALJ for disposition.  The proceeding was subsequently assigned to the undersigned ALJ.  

4. On July 24, 2017, the undersigned ALJ issued Decision No. R17-0599-I scheduling a prehearing conference for August 11, 2017 at 9:00 a.m.

5. At the prehearing conference held on August 11, 2017, the undersigned ALJ discussed with the parties, among other things: (a) the parties’ proposal to hold the hearing on December 11 through 15, and 18 through 19, 2017 based on Intervenors’ agreement that PSCo be permitted to institute interim rates on January 1, 2018 in return for PSCo’s agreement to extend or waive the statutory deadline; (b) PSCo’s preference to waive the statutory deadline imposed by § 40-6-111, C.R.S., rather than file an amended advice letter that would extend the effective date specified in the original advice letter filed on June 2, 2017; and (c) public comment hearings.  
6. On September 1, 2017, the undersigned ALJ issued Decision No. R17-0723-I that: (a) ordered PSCo to file amended advice letter and related filings with an effective date no earlier than October 27, 2017; and (b) scheduled public comment hearings for  September 19, 21, and 25, 2017 in Grand Junction, Pueblo, and Denver, respectively.  
7. On September 15, 2017, PSCo filed the amended advice letter and amended tariff sheets with an effective date of October 27, 2017. 

8. On September 19, 21, and 25, 2017, the public comment hearings scheduled in Decision No. R17-0723-I were held in Grand Junction, Pueblo, and Denver, respectively.   

B. Public Comment Hearings

9. Due to unusual circumstances, the undersigned ALJ shall schedule three new public comment hearings to give ratepayers the opportunity to make statements that will inform the decision in this proceeding.  The three new public comment hearings are as follows:

a) October 17, 2017 in Denver, Colorado;

b) October 23, 2017 in Pueblo, Colorado; and 

c) November 2, 2017 in Grand Junction, Colorado.  

10. The following are the procedures for the public comment hearings:  

a. An individual who is a party or who is a representative of a party will not be permitted to present comments at the public comment hearings.  Parties will present their positions and will make their comments through testimony at the evidentiary hearing.  

b. The public comment hearings will be transcribed.  

c. The public comment hearings will begin at 4:00 p.m. and will continue until concluded, but in no event later than 7:00 p.m.  In other words, the public comment hearing will continue until 7:00 p.m. or until no member of the public is present and ready to provide comments, whichever is earlier.
d. There will be a sign-in sheet.  Individuals who wish to make a comment will sign up to speak and will be heard in the order in which they sign up to speak.  The time available for comment will be managed and allocated by the undersigned ALJ based upon the number of persons interested in commenting.

e. The ALJ may ask clarifying questions of any individual who makes a comment at the public comment hearings.  

f. Only the public comment hearing in Denver will be webcast.

11. Anyone unable to attend, or not wishing to attend, one of the public comment hearings is invited to send comments electronically to:

dora_puc_complaints@state.co.us
or through the Commission’s website at: 

https://www.colorado.gov/dora/puc
Comments can also be mailed to:  the Public Utilities Commission, 1560 Broadway, Suite 250, Denver, Colorado 80202.  There is no need to resubmit comments previously submitted.
C. Suspension of Effective Date of Tariff Sheets Appended to Amended Advice Letter.

12. Pursuant to § 40-6-111(1), C.R.S., the Commission may, in its discretion, set the tariffs filed on September 15, 2017 for hearing, which will suspend the effective date for 120 days from the October 27, 2017 effective date.  Section 40-6-111(1), C.R.S., also provides that the Commission may, in its discretion and by a separate decision, suspend the effective date of the proposed tariffs filed on September 15, 2017 for an additional 90 days.  Thus, the Commission has the power and authority to suspend the effective date of the proposed tariffs for a maximum of 210 days, or until May 25, 2018.  
II. ORDER

A. It Is Ordered That:

1. The proposed effective date, October 27, 2017, of the tariff pages filed by Public Service Company of Colorado with Amended Advice Letter No. 912-Gas is suspended for 120 days until February 24, 2018, or until further order of the Commission.

2. Public comment hearings are scheduled as follows:

a. DATE:

October 17, 2017
TIME:
4:00 p.m. until concluded, but not later than 7:00 p.m. 

PLACE:
Commission Hearing Room A
 


 

1560 Broadway, 2nd Floor
 




Denver, Colorado
b.
DATE:

October 23, 2017
TIME:
4:00 p.m. until concluded, but not later than 7:00 p.m.

PLACE:
Pueblo West Public Library
 




Jerry G. King Meeting Room A 
 




298 S. Joe Martinez Boulevard.
 




Pueblo West, Colorado 81007

c. DATE

November 2, 2017
TIME:
4:00 p.m. until concluded, but not later than 7:00 p.m.

PLACE:
Mesa County Central Library
 




Mesa Room
 




443 N. 6th Street
 




Grand Junction, Colorado 81501

3. This Decision is effective immediately.
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Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


CONOR F. FARLEY
________________________________
                     Administrative Law Judge
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