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I. STATEMENT
1. On July 28, 2017, the Public Utilities Commission issued the Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (NOPR) that commenced this proceeding.
  In the NOPR, the Commission proposed to amend Rule 3627 of the Rules Regulating Electric Utilities
 to implement an amendment to § 40-2-126(2), C.R.S., made by House Bill (HB) 16-1091 that was signed into law on March 23, 2016.  The Commission referred this matter to an administrative law judge (ALJ) and scheduled a hearing for September 11, 2017.
  The proceeding was subsequently assigned to the undersigned ALJ.

2. Black Hills/Colorado Electric Utility Company, LP (Black Hills) and Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service) filed joint written comments on August 30, 2017.  No other person or entity filed written comments. 

3. The Commission made the proposed rules, provided with Decision No. C17-0576 in legislative (i.e., strikeout/ underline) format and in final format, available to the public through the Commission's Electronic Filings (E-Filings) system.

4. The undersigned ALJ held the hearing on September 11, 2017 starting at 9:00 a.m.  Counsel for Black Hills and Public Service attended the hearing, but did not orally supplement their joint written comments at the hearing.  No other person or entity presented written or oral comments at the hearing.  

5. Being fully advised in this matter, the ALJ now transmits to the Commission the record in this proceeding along with a written recommended decision in accordance with 
§ 40-6-109, C.R.S.

II. DISCUSSION, FINDINGS, AND CONCLUSIONS

Prior to the passage of HB 16-1091, § 40-2-126(2), C.R.S., required Colorado electric utilities subject to rate regulation to file their plans for the development of transmission facilities in energy resource zones by October 31 of each odd-numbered year.  HB 16-1091 amended § 40-2-126(2), C.R.S., to delete the requirement that such plans be 

6. submitted on October 31 of each odd-numbered year. By deleting that requirement, HB 16-1091 allows the Commission to determine the date for the filing of such biennial plans. 

7. Current Commission Rule 3627 requires utilities to file a ten-year transmission plan biennially on February 1 of each even year.  As stated in the NOPR, the Commission believes that efficiencies could be gained if the transmission plan for energy resource zones required by § 40-2-126(2), C.R.S., is filed with the transmission plans required by Commission Rule 3627.  As a result, the Commission proposes to add language to Rule 3627(c) that requires electric utilities subject to the Commission’s rate regulation to include their transmission plans for energy resource zones specified in § 40-2-126(2), C.R.S., with their transmission plans due February 1 of each even year.     

8. As noted above, Black Hills and Public Service filed joint comments in this proceeding.  They support the proposed rule change.  No other person or entity filed comments.  

9. The undersigned ALJ agrees that it would be more efficient for electric utilities that are subject to the Commission’s rate regulation to include their transmission plans for energy resource zones required by § 40-2-126(2), C.R.S., with their transmission plans required by Commission Rule 3627.  The undersigned ALJ further finds and concludes that the proposed change to Commission Rule 3627(c) achieves that end.  Accordingly, for this reason, and because no person or entity filed or presented any comments opposing the change or suggesting alternative language, the undersigned ALJ finds and concludes that the proposed change to Commission Rule 3627(c) is reasonable, clear, and should be adopted.  

10. Pursuant to the provisions of § 40-6-109, C.R.S., it is recommended that the Commission adopt the attached rules.
III. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The Rules Regulating Electric Utilities, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-3, contained in redline and strikeout format attached to this Recommended Decision as Attachment A, and in final format attached as Attachment B, are adopted and are available in the Commission’s Electronic Filings (E-Filings) System at:  
https://www.dora.state.co.us/pls/efi/EFI.Show_Docket?p_session_id=&p_docket_id=17R-0489E 
2. This Recommended Decision shall be effective on the day it becomes the Decision of the Commission, if that is the case, and is entered as of the date above.  

3. As provided by § 40-6-109, C.R.S., copies of this Recommended Decision shall be served upon the parties, who may file exceptions to it.  

a) If no exceptions are filed within 20 days after service or within any extended period of time authorized, or unless the decision is stayed by the Commission upon its own motion, the recommended decision shall become the decision of the Commission and subject to the provisions of § 40-6-114, C.R.S.

b) If a party seeks to amend, modify, annul, or reverse basic findings of fact in its exceptions, that party must request and pay for a transcript to be filed, or the parties may stipulate to portions of the transcript according to the procedure stated in § 40-6-113, C.R.S.  If no transcript or stipulation is filed, the Commission is bound by the facts set out by the administrative law judge and the parties cannot challenge these facts.  This will limit what the Commission can review if exceptions are filed.

4. If exceptions to this Decision are filed, they shall not exceed 30 pages in length, unless the Commission for good cause shown permits this limit to be exceeded.
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Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


CONOR F. FARLEY
________________________________
                     Administrative Law Judge




� See Decision No. C17-0576.  


� 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-3.


� Decision No. C17-0576 at 4.
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