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I. STATEMENT  
1. On May 1, 2017, Black Hills/Colorado Gas Utility Company, LP and Black 
Hills Gas Distribution, LLC, doing business as Black Hills Energy (BHGD) (collectively, the Companies) filed their Verified Joint Application for Approval of a Combined Natural Gas Demand Side Management (DSM) Plan for Calendar Years 2018, 2019 and 2020 and for Approval of Revisions to their Gas DSM Cost Adjustment Tariffs (the Verified Joint Application). The Verified Joint Application seeks approval of a Combined Natural Gas DSM Plan for calendar years 2018, 2019 and 2020, as well as approval of changes to the Companies’ tariffs that are on file with the Commission.
2. On May 2, 2017, the Commission issued its Notice of Application Filed (Notice). That Notice established an intervention period and contained a pro forma procedural schedule. This Decision will vacate that procedural schedule.  

3. On June 1, 2017, the Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel (Consumer Counsel) timely filed its Notice of Intervention of Right, Entry of Appearance, Notice Pursuant to Rule 1401(b), of the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure and § 40-6.5,104, C.R.S., and Requested a Hearing. The intervention is of right, and the Consumer Counsel is a party in this matter.  

4. On June 1, 2017, Energy Outreach Colorado (EOC) filed its Motion to Intervene and Entry of Appearance. The EOC states that it is a Colorado non-profit with the mission to ensure low-income Colorado households meet their home energy needs. The EOC contends it should be granted an intervention and describes how the subject matter of this proceeding will directly affect the pecuniary or other tangible interests of EOC, and those it represents 

5. On June 6, 2017, Trial Staff of the Commission (Staff) timely filed its Notice of Intervention as of Right, Entry of Appearance, Notice Pursuant to Rule 1401 and Rule 1007(a), and Request for Hearing.  The intervention is of right, and Staff is a party in this matter.  
6. On June 28, 2017, by Interim Decision No. R17-0535-I, the intervention of the EOC was granted and a prehearing conference was scheduled for July 25, 2017.  The parties were also encouraged to confer and if a procedural schedule could be agreed to by the parties before July 25, 2017, the prehearing conference would be vacated. 

7. On July 19, 2017, the Parties filed their Joint Motion to Vacate Prehearing Conference, for Approval of Proposed Procedural Schedule, Discovery Procedures, Confidentiality Procedures and Waiver of Response Time (Joint Motion).  In the Joint Motion the Parties proposed an evidentiary hearing for September 26, 2017.

8. On August 24. 2017, the parties filed their Stipulation and Settlement Agreement.

9. A hearing on the settlement shall be held on September 26, 2017. The parties should be prepared to present testimony to show that the settlement is just, reasonable, in the public interest,  and should be prepared to answer the following questions:
The proposed funding for BHGD has been increased nearly 200 percent from the minimum level required by Commission rules. The Settlement notes that the installation of DSM measures in BHGD’s territory tends to be more expensive than in other parts of the state, due to factors including:

-
high home heating costs and high cost of living expenses that can be expected when residing in mountain communities;
-
high costs to install energy efficiency measures  particularly in low-income customers’ homes that often are a source of health and safety and code violations; and 

-
reduced federal budgets have reduced access to federal weatherization programs.
(1)
What adjustments or internal efforts are being made in order to make the DSM portfolio cost-effective for BHGD?  
(2)
How is the Company working with EOC to ensure effective implementation in these high cost areas?

II. ORDER  
A. It Is Ordered That:  
1. A hearing on the settlement in this matter is scheduled as follows:  

DATE:
September 26, 2017  

TIME:
9:30 a.m.  

PLACE:
Commission Hearing Room  

1560 Broadway, Suite 250  

Denver, Colorado  

2. The Parties shall be held to the advisements in this Decision.  
3. This Decision is effective immediately.  
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Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


ROBERT I. GARVEY
________________________________
                     Administrative Law Judge
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