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I. STATEMENT
1. On July 11, 2017, Black Hills/Colorado Electric Utility LP (Black Hills) filed Advice Letter No. 742.

2. By Decision No. C17-0652, issued August 10, 2017, the Commission suspended the effective date of tariffs, referred this matter to an administrative law judge, and addressed other matters.  

3. On August 7, 2017, the Petition to Intervene of LaFargeHolcim (U.S.) Inc. (Holcim) was filed. Holcim operates a cement manufacturing facility in Florence, Colorado and is among Black Hills’ largest electric customers receiving electric service.  Holcim states that its rates will be directly affected by the proposed restructuring of rates and contends that its interests cannot be adequately represented other than by its intervention in this proceeding.

4. On August 11, 2017, Western Resource Advocates (WRA) Petition for Leave to Intervene and Request for Public Comment Hearing was filed.  WRA is a nonprofit conservation organization that states that this Proceeding will directly impact its substantial, tangible interest in reducing the environmental impact from electricity generation, including WRA’s work to protect human health, air quality, water quality, and the health and beauty of Colorado’s lands and ecosystems.

5. Rule 1401(c) of the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-1 provides, in pertinent part, regarding permissive intervention:

A motion to permissively intervene shall state the specific grounds relied upon for intervention; the claim or defense within the scope of the Commission’s jurisdiction on which the requested intervention is based, including the specific interest that justifies intervention; and why the filer is positioned to represent that interest in a manner that will advance the just resolution of the proceeding. The motion must demonstrate that the subject proceeding may substantially affect the pecuniary or tangible interests of the movant (or those it may represent) and that the movant’s interests would not otherwise be adequately represented. … The Commission will consider these factors in determining whether permissive intervention should be granted.  Subjective, policy, or academic interest in a proceeding is not a sufficient basis to intervene. …
6. No response was filed to either of the motions referenced above.  Based upon good cause shown for the unopposed requests, it is found that a sufficient showing has been demonstrated that this proceeding may substantially affect the pecuniary or tangible interests of those requesting intervention that would not otherwise be adequately represented.  The requests for permissive intervention will be granted.  

7. WRA’s request that a public comment hearing be held in Black Hills’ service territory will be addressed during a prehearing conference to be scheduled by a separate interim decision.

8. The Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel (OCC) and Staff of the Public Utilities Commission (Staff) timely intervened of right.  Staff and the OCC are each also a party to this Proceeding.

II. ORDER
A. It Is Ordered That:  
1. The Petition to Intervene of LaFargeHolcim (U.S.) Inc. filed on August 7, 2017, is granted. 

2. Western Resource Advocates’ Petition for Leave to Intervene filed on August 11, 2017, is granted.

3. This Decision is effective immediately.  
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Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


G. HARRIS ADAMS
________________________________
                     Administrative Law Judge
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